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GREENHOUSES AND CONSERVATORIES 


In partnership with In partnership with 


Contact us for a brochure or to discuss your project. 
www.alitex.co.uk 01730 826900 


National 
Trust 


Come and see us at RHS Chelsea Flower Show on stand MA10. 


editors: letter 


For many gardeners April means displays of 
spring bulbs, planned and planted the previous 
autumn. Bulbs are some of the easiest and most 
rewarding plants to grow but there’s quite an art 
to making sure the colours, heights and forms 
work well together. Designer Ulf Nordfjell’s 
private garden in Sweden provides a masterclass 
in how to make the most of bulbs and early 


perennials. Ulf has been gardening there since 
he was a young child, and it’s fascinating to see the accumulation of 
decades of plant knowledge so clearly displayed, as well as how he has 
cleverly incorporated contemporary garden features into existing 


traditional elements. Dutch garden designer Jacqueline van der Kloet is ; S35 


renowned for her painterly bulb combinations, and in this issue she shares Besignenvit peranjells lever'plantt co} Bo 
BA re ‘Garly displayensee page 34. : 
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some of her favourite tulip and perennial partners. We also visit the 


celebrated gardens at Glyndebourne Opera House in East Sussex where 


John Hoyland has been advising on the planting schemes to ensure the ralihree insoltinetionteakiensdeeiniad 


gardens look in tip-top condition throughout the Festival season and exclusively for readers by Adam Frost, see page 68. 


beyond. Given that the British are considered to be a nation of gardeners 
I'm always surprised at how few good-looking, domestic front gardens we 
come across, so I’m delighted that designer Adam Frost, a regular at the 
Chelsea Flower Show and one-time employee of the late, great Geoff 
Hamilton, has created three different schemes exclusively for GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED readers. I hope you enjoy the issue. 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is available as a 
digital edition — search ‘Gardens Illustrated’ 
on the App Store, Google Play or Zinio.com 
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FERGUS GARRETT CAROL KLEIN DANIEL J HINKLEY ALYS FOWLER DAN PEARSON 
Plantsman and head Plantswoman and American plantsman, Kew-trained gardener, Garden designer, 
gardener at Great presenter of BBC planthunter, horticultural author and television plantsman and 
Dixter in East Sussex. Gardeners’ World. writer and lecturer. presenter. columnist. 
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Plants 50 Glorious Glyndebourne Take a front-row seat 
in the gardens of East Sussex's iconic opera 
20 April plants Nursery owner Derry Watkins house where the stage is Set for a full season 
chooses plants for early spring colour, and of harmonious planting and dramatic colour 
suggests some wonderful places to go to see 74 Going Dutch Christien and Jan Reinders have 
: eo king bluebells and fritillaries at their best redesigned the plot surrounding their old 
42 Spring dreams Renowned Dutch designer and farmhouse in the southern Netherlands to 
ON THE COVER bulb expert Jacqueline van der Kloet has come create a garden that is quintessentially Dutch 
Frome gardens pape 6s up with four beautiful combinations of spring 
retitled tulips and found their perfect perennial partners People 
Great ideas for tulip 58 Plant profile: Auriculas Hugely popular in the 
combinations page 42 19th century, these little gems have fallen out of 17__— New garden talent Wes Olliffe, head gardener at 
Behind the scenes at fashion but they deserve our love once more Kirtling Tower, is inspired by Tom Stuart-Smith 
Glyndebourne page 50 
and wants us all to drop by for tea and cake 
Places 66 Who's who Meet Gregory Long, the CEOand = 
president of the New York Botanical Garden, Z 
34 ~=Naturally stylish We take a peep inside the who's bringing horticulture to life in the Bronx i 
COVER IMAGE private garden of Chelsea-winning, Swedish 112 _ International Garden Photographer of the Year = 
ali eal designer Ulf Nordfjell and discover how he And the winner is... the stunning photographs 2 
Jason Ingram cleverly combines bulbs and early perennials that impressed this year’s IGPOTY judges S 


130 __ Divine precipitation Our columnist Frank 
Ronan cares little what They Say about weather 
forecasts because it generally ends up raining. 
But do we hear Frank complaining? 


Design 


68 Front garden guide Give your front garden a 
spring makeover with inspiring ideas for town 
and country from designer Adam Frost 

81 Design news The latest projects and events, 
including the sustainable gardens of Europe's 
first joint university and public library, and 
research into the benefits of green walls 

86 Design ideas: gardening on a slope A sloping 
plot needn't be seen as a problem, with a little 
imagination it can become a positive advantage 

91 Design sourcebook Long sunny days are just 
around the corner so get ready to relax with our 
selection of nine of the best wooden sunloungers 
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Editor’s letter 

Contributors 

Dig in: news What's happening in the gardening 
world, including an exhibition of Chinoiserie at 
Woburn Abbey and National Gardening Week 
Modern peasant Food writer and gardener 
Jojo Tulloh shares tales and tips of allotment life 
Shop front April is the coolest month with 
pretty pastel shades banishing the winter blues 
Subscription offer Free 30-day trial when you 
subscribe to the digital edition 

Books New books for gardeners, including The 
Cut Flower Patch and our subscription gifts 
Letters Share your thoughts, plus Talking Point 
on the importance of trees in flood prevention 
Crossword and how to buy back issues 
Classifieds 

Next issue What's coming up in May 


JACQUELINE VAN 
DER KLOET 

Jacqueline has been designing 
with plants and particularly 
bulbs since 1982. One of her 
favourite subjects is combining 
bulbs with perennials and 
annuals and she has written 
several books about it. See her 


tulip combinations on page 42. 


“To me, tulips are the highlight of spring. | always find 
it hard to choose from the wide range of cultivars.” 


ADAM FROST 


Adam's gardening career saw 
him working for the late Geoff 
Hamilton at Barnsdale then 
home to BBC TV's Gardeners’ 
World. He now runs a successful 
garden design practice near 
Stamford in Lincolnshire. On 
page 68 he designs three 
inspirational front gardens. 


DAVIDHARBER 


+44 (0)1235 859300 www.davidharber.com 


“A front garden should inspire a passion for gardens in both the 
owner, who walks through it every day, and passers-by.” 


SABINA RUBER 


Sabina's work has been 
published widely in national 
and international magazines. 
A passionate gardener and 
grower herself, she specialises 
in photographing the intricate 
beauty of flowers. See her 
pictures of jewel-like auriculas 
on page 58. 


“I simply fell in love with the unusual colours 
and ‘charm’ of the double auriculas.” 


JASON INGRAM 

Jason travels widely photographing 
gardens, food and people for 
magazines and books, and was 
named Garden Photographer of 
the Year 2013 by the Garden 
Media Guild. This issue he shot 
Glyndebourne in Sussex, page 
50, and designer Ulf Nordfjell's 
garden in Sweden, page 34. 
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“Visiting UIf's Swedish garden was a real privilege, and being 
able to shoot at two o clock in the morning was a first.” 
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From planters, fountains and statues to balustrades, 
porticos and follies — our stonework designs look fabulous 
when new and grow ever-more distinguished 

as they age. 


Browse our unrivalled collection online or call to request a 
catalogue. 


haddonstone.com 


HADDONSTONE 01604770711 


All the sculptur s ‘are carefully placed in the landscape and surrounding gardens to create the perfect 
environment in which to experience and view each work. Whether you are looking for sculpture to 
complete a garden project or researching pieces on behalf of a client, the Sculpture by the Lakes team 
of specialists are ready to assist in every step of the process, from making travel plans, to advising on 


suitable sculptures and arranging installation. 
Prices from £2,950 to £300,000 
To arrange a viewing with one of our specialists, please contact us on: 


T: 01305 360415 
E: sbtli@me.com 
W: www.sculpturebythelakes.co.uk 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 
READER TALK 


Fergus Garrett’s method of AT THE ROYAL 
succession planting ensures GEOGRAPHICAL 


Find out more about Dan Pearson’s 
work at the Millennium Forest on the 
island of Hokkaido, Japan. 
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Gardens Illustrated talk chaired by Anna Pavord 


With Dan Pearson and Fergus Garrett 


Join us for this year’s inspirational GARDENS ILLUSTRATED talk at the 


Royal Geographical Society in London, Tuesday 20 May, 2014 


We are delighted to once again host the GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
talk at the Royal Geographical Society in London. This year’s 
speakers are Dan Pearson and Fergus Garrett. Dan designed his 
first garden at the age of 17 and has gone on to earn a reputation 
as one of today’s finest garden and landscape designers. Fergus 
has worked as head gardener at Great Dixter in East Sussex for 
more than 20 years. The gardens, developed by the late, great 
plantsman and garden writer Christopher Lloyd, are renowned 
for their beauty and originality. Since Christopher’s death in 2006, 
Fergus has continued and developed his legacy of horticultural 
experimentation and excellence. 

Anna Pavord, gardening correspondent for The Independent 
and author of numerous books, will lead Dan and Fergus’s 
conversation. We will discover more about the work of these 
two gardening greats, gain an understanding of their approach 
to gardening, their passions, and projects past and future. 
Waterstones bookshop will also be at the event selling titles 
by the guest speakers. 

Book your tickets now as numbers are limited. Please note 
that Premium tickets have now sold out. 


TO BOOK ONLINE 


VISIT gardensillustrated.com/shop/events 


OR CALL UK 0844 871 8819' 


OVERSEAS +44 115 993 4472 


*Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost 6p per minute plus network extras. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. 


TALK DETAILS 


Date Tuesday 20 May, 2014 
Venue Royal Geographical Society, 
1 Kensington Gore, South Kensington, 
London SW7 2AR 


Programme 
6pm Doors open (cash bar available) 
6.45pm Priority seating for Premium 
Ticket holders (allocated seating) 
7pm Talk begins 
8.30pm Q&A session concludes 
9pm Doors close 


Ticket Costs 
Subscriber* Standard ticket £20 


Non-subscriber Standard ticket £25 


CHAMPAGNE 


Laurent-Perrier } 


MAISON FONOEE 
1812 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED reserves the right to replace any of the speakers with 
other speakers of equal stature in the unlikely event that any of them are unable 
toattend. Tickets must be booked in advance. Please let us know when 
booking of any special access requirements. Tickets are non-refundable 
Driving to the lecture is not advised. Nearest London Underground station is 
South Kensington. Cash bar. * Please have your six-digit subscriber number 
tohand when you call. This can be found on your magazine wrapping. 
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¢ FRUIT CAGES * RAISED BEDS & PLANTERS 
¢ ARCHES * PERGOLAS © OBELISKS & SUPPORTS 
© GREENHOUSES & EQUIPMENT * NETTING & PROTECTION... 


SASS SIVAN INI IN IN ISON ISONONONON 
Where aluminium perfectly mimics timber 
.. Where practicality embraces unrivalled 
design individuality 
. Where Griffin tenderly complement 
your surroundings. 


QY (nreservedly distinct 
Glasshouses, 
Creenhouses 
and Orangeries 


Harrod 


HORTICULTURAL 


DESIGN & MANUFACTURE SINCE 1954 


Call 0845 402 5300 GRIFFIN GLASSHOUSES 


GLASSHOUSES OF DISTINCTION 


Visit www.harrodhorticultural.com www.riffinglasshouses.com 
Partnering NGS with our select 


10% OFF QUOTE TFPAGL2 01962 772512 Peg NCS who 


WOBURN ABBEY 


News, gardening talent, plantsman’s favourites, modern peasant, shopping 


19th-century Chinoiserie wallpaper at Woburn 
Abbey. Many of the plants)style ideas and even 
birds could be found inthe Abbey’s gardens. 


ie 


This picutre'Handpainted wallpaper 


in the Abbey’s'ballroom. | 
Right Tree peony detail. 


ij 


EXHIBITION 
House and garden 


The discovery last year of a section of 200-year-old wallpaper at 
Woburn Abbey helps complete the story of the Duke of Bedford's 
passion for Chinoiserie and its appearance in both the house and 
garden. Found hidden beneath layers of subsequent covering, the 
Chinese wallpaper dates back to 1752 and is one of the earliest 
Chinese wallpapers to have been exported to Europe. Now an 
exhibition at the house gathers together all the evidence to tell the 


NEWS COMPILED BY SORREL EVERTON 


story of Chinoiserie and Woburn Abbey. As well as wallpaper, the 
exhibition will look at the planting schemes, comprising bamboos, 
tree peonies and camellias, and the garden’s unique collection of 
Chinoiserie pavilions and buildings — all of which relate to elements 
seen in the wallpaper. Peeling Back the Years: Chinese Wallpaper 
at Woburn Abbey. Woburn Park, Bedfordshire MK17 9WA. 

11 April — 28 September. Tel 01525 290333, woburnabbey.co.uk 
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FOR READERS* 
QUOTE CODE: 
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GLOBAL STONE 


N ALTUTR ACL STONE PAVING 


Discover the secre’ 


of elegant ‘gardens. ae 


Arches * Pergolas * Gazebos * Bowers 


RHS Silver & Bronze Award winners at Chelsea 2010 and 2012 


Obelisks * Screens * Fruit Cages 


With over 40 years of expertise, we have a passion for 


Smooth and Elegant Serenity 
Paving from Global Stone 


gardens. Whether you want a simple arch or a labyrinth 
of walkways no job is too big or small. We have the 
A design classic for contemporary schemes. largest selection of garden structures on the market 


either in stock or made to measure. Call us now to 
Discover the range at 


www.globalstonepaving.co.uk/serenity 


or call 0845 60 60 240 www.agriframes.co.uk | 0845 260 4450 (local rate) 
es] 


*Offer expires 30/4/14 


discuss your requirements. 
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PLANTS 
Dark beauty 


New Geranium x antipodeum ‘Purple Passion’ offers rich, 
foliage and dusky pink flowers, and adds extra dimension 
to planting schemes. It requires full sun and well-drained 

soil. Available from nurseries, rrp £8.99 (2-litre pot). 


dig in news 


Get your'com 
5 tPereate vibrant Shared 


Join in and spread the word 


Get involved in National Gardening Week this month and help 
spread the gardening gospel, plus pick up inspiration and ideas for 
yourself. Running from 14-20 April, the week is your chance to set 
up your own event — organise a plant swap, for example, or open 
your garden to visitors — or find out what other events are taking 
place at local nurseries, horticultural clubs and societies. The RHS 
is hosting events at all of its gardens around the country. This year 
the aim is to encourage more community activities to improve 
shared spaces. Find out more at nationalgardeningweek.org.uk 


Let the flowers bloom 

Fifty years ago designer Maija Isola defied the decision by Finnish 
design house Marimekko to ban floral patterns from its textiles 
(modern life, it felt, needed to move on from flowers) and created 
arange of distinctive designs including this graphic red poppy 
pattern ‘Unikko’. It quickly became a best seller. Find out about the 
design, its legacy and the planned celebrations at marimekko.com 


Carina £60 and Tabit £40. Full details on 
0845 330 3148, implementations.co.uk 


The beautifully-refurbished Dormy House Hotel dig in news 
is now THE place to stay in the Cotswolds, 
with 40 individual rooms and suites that will 

become your home from home. 


Enjoy the restored Arts and 
Crafts gardens at Tylney Hall 
as part of a special weekend. 


WEEKEND BREAK 


Explore garden history in style 


Discover the delights of the Arts and Crafts gardens at Tylney Hall, 
Hampshire, during the exclusive hotel's Garden Appreciation 
Weekend (16-18 May). Designed by Arts and Crafts architect 
Robert Weir Schultz, with help from Gertrude Jekyll who provided 
planting designs, the gardens declined during the war years until 
restoration began in 1986. The weekend includes two nights B&B 
with dinner, garden tour, visits to two local gardens and talk by 
landscape architect Dominic Cole, £395 per person. GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED readers can receive a 10% discount. Tylney Hall Hotel, 
Near Hook, Hants RG27 9AZ. Tel 01256 764881, tylneyhall.com 


Get creative with colour 
with these postcards from 
artist Johanna Basford. 
The collection of 20 cards 
feature different scenes 
and designs for you to 
bring to life with pens or 
paints. £8.95, published 
by Laurence King. Also 
available via Amazon. 
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Dormy House is in the heart of the Cotswolds, Snipp ets 
with 30 of England's finest gardens within 
3 , aj i ’ : * Renowned plant hunter, US nurseryman and GARDENS 
30 miles — including the quintessential Hidcote, ILLUSTRATED associate editor Dan Hinkley, will describe his recent 
just five miles away. trips to Myanmar, Vietnam and China as part of the open-day 

celebrations for new mail-order nursery Evolution Plants, Wiltshire. 
Open day 10 May, 10am-6pm (lecture 12-2pm, at nearby Belcombe 
Court, Bradford-on-Avon, £5). Register interest for the day and 


Garden-lovers can find details of our 
unique two-night Cotswold Gardens break at 


www.dormyhouse.co.uk or call 01386 85271 | book lecture tickets at evolution-plants.com/uk/events 
quoting ref Gl04 14. * Look out for a new four-part series on BBC Four this month. 
British Gardens in Time explores the stories behind the creators 
of four iconic gardens from different eras: the landscape 
a garden at Stowe, Victorian masterpiece Biddulph Grange, the 
BS quintessentially English Nymans, and plantsman’s paradise 
Great Dixter. The series will also examine how the social and 


Dormy House political activities of the day are reflected in each of the designs. 


Near Broadway, Worcestershire 


Diary 


Join Alpine expert Cara Smith in the Alitex Alpine house at 
RHS Wisley for an informative talk. 3 April, loam, £5. RHS 
Garden Wisley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6QB. Book via Alitex 
on 01730 826900, alitex.co.uk 


Nursery displays for spring, plant sales and expert advice. 
5-6 April, 1Oam-5pm (4pm on Sunday), £6 in advance, 

£8 on the day. Boconnoc, Lostwithiel, Cornwall PL22 ORG. 
cornwallgardensociety.org.uk 


Anew small fair for plant lovers with expert nurseries including 
Wildside, Beth Chatto Nursery and Domaine de la Source 
bringing rhubarb from France. Regular talks from the nursery 
experts. 5-6 April, llam-4pm, £8. Great Dixter, Northiam, Rye, 
East Sussex TN31 6PH. Tel 01797 252878, greatdixter.co.uk 


Specialist and award-winning nurseries from across southern 
England showcase their best spring plants. 13 April, am-5pm, 
£6. Great Comp, Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 8QS. Tel 01732 
885094, greatcompgarden.co.uk 


Explore the working of a restored 18th-century kitchen garden, 
roam the bluebell wood and browse the nursery stalls for 
planting inspiration and advice. 26 April, l0am-4pm, £1. Sugnall 
Walled Garden, Sugnall, Stafford ST21 6NF. sugnall.co.uk. For 
details of plant fair tel 01270 811443, planthuntersfairs.co.uk 


Displays of tulips and daffodils including species, dwarf, heritage 
and historic types. Talks by head gardener, plus tours of Hall. 
28-29 April, 1Oam-3pm, £5 (tours £2 extra). Ragley Hall, Alcester, 
Warwickshire B49 5NJ. Tel 01789 762090, ragleyhall.com 


Weekend course with talks and inspirational walks that explore 
the life and times of ‘Capability’ Brown, Joseph Paxton, Gertrude 
Jekyll and Beth Chatto. The discussions trace their styles, the 
plants they chose and assess their influence on gardening today. 
4-6 July, Single £295; Double/Twin; £275; Non-residential: £196. 
Farncombe Estate, Broadway, Worcestershire WR12 7LJ. 

Tel 0333 456 8580, farncombecourses.co.uk 


Great Comp's Spring Fling 


Gane Seat in Oak 


GAZE BURVILL 


Britain’s Finest Outdoor 
Furniture & Kitchens 


T: +44 (0)1420 588444 E: info@gazeburvill.com 
www.gazeburvill.com 


The best of both worlds...  hife Coffage 


Greenhouses 


A traditional timber glasshouse with a powder-coated 
aluminium roof. The character and beauty you only get 
from real timber, without the maintenance headaches. 


a 
os 
a 
Designed to omtortab any garden, our 6 de 
Deco’ greenhouses are available ee leng ottering 
both qua and value to the disce g ho Q 
O 
O ore ormation call O QO 826 
or request a bro ed ecottage.co 


While Cottage 


Whether you're looking to learn for leisure or 
planning a career change, we have an extensive 
selection of full and part-time programmes 
suitable for anyone with a passion for plants, 
flowers and the great outdoors. 


Full and part-time day 
and evening courses 
suitable for career 
changers, keen gardeners 
and hobbyists alike. 


Garden Design 

‘7-) Everything from ten week 

-| >} introductory courses to two 
- year diplomas, with add-ons 
»| in Computer Aided Drawing. 


Full, part-time, short 
courses and workshops, # 


for flowers and keen to 
develop their creative 
flair. tC 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS rope 
‘ISIT OUR SUMMER OPEN Days 
ring 08456 122122 or 


email enquiries@capel.ac.uk 


reve — 
Capel Manor College 
Leading the field in horticulture, garden design and floristry 


Centres in Enfield, Regent’s Park, Crystal Palace Park, 
Gunnersbury Park and at Newham College 


www.capel.ac.uk 
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dig in gardening talent 


Wes Olliffe 


As the winner of a Merlin Trust bursary, Wes travelled to the Amazon rainforests to study 
the giant Victoria amazonica water lily before becoming head gardener at Kirtling Tower 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest gardening memory Picking up hedge clippings on work 


experience for a couple of landscape gardeners when | was 15 years old. 


Who is your horticultural hero? Roy Lancaster. His passion for, and 
in-depth knowledge of, unusual and interesting plant species is 
fascinating and has been crucial to my own professional development. 
Favourite garden that has influenced you Chanticleer Garden, 
Philadelphia, USA, provides a mixture of contemporary horticulture 
with innovative planting styles and design. It’s a must see for any 
horticulturist interested in viewing fresh ideas in a beautiful landscape. 
Most valuable training | have been fortunate to have spent time at 
both RHS Garden Wisley and the Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew. They 
both offer unique environments where you can gain invaluable training 
in the principles of horticulture and develop a strong plant knowledge. 
Dream plant destination Japan to see the cherry blossom festival. 
With whom would you most like to have tea and cakes in the 
garden? Actually, I'd like to invite you all for tea and cake in the garden. 
We've got open days coming up at Kirtling Tower as part of the National 
Gardens Scheme on 6 and 13 April, and 22 June (ngs.org.uk). 
Favourite planting style Designer Tom Stuart-Smith’s work is 


original, creative and could even be described as awe-inspiring. The 
different use of colour and texture in the planting palette allows you to 
really engage with the space. 

Biggest challenge facing gardeners today The unpredictable 
extreme weather and climate change, budget restraints and new pests 
and diseases, such as ash dieback. 

What principles have guided your attitude to horticulture? The 
more you read, the more you realise how much there is to learn — never 
stop learning and don’t be afraid to ask experts for their advice. 

What heartens you about our attitudes to horticulture today? 

An increase in positive media coverage surrounding horticulture is 
gradually changing the public's perception of gardening — from a job 
that required minimal qualifications and skills, to a complex, 
demanding and rewarding career. 

Favourite gardening book One book that | have found interesting and 
useful is the two-volume The Botanical Garden written by Roger 
Phillips and Martyn Rix. It has very detailed descriptions and superb 
photographs of numerous trees, shrubs, perennials and annuals. 
Contact wesley @fairhaven-estate.co.uk 
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Chateau de Saint-Jearde Beauregard 


Gardens at the heart of 


TOUR LEADER 
JULIET ROBERTS 

As editor of GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED Juliet has an 
understanding of the finest 
international gardens — both 
> B historic and the work of 
contemporary designers. In Paris she’s keen to explore 
the gardens that made the city great and introduce 
you to some of Europe's top plantspeople at Courson. 


TOUR LEADER 
JOHN HOYLAND 
Having owned nurseries both 
in the UK and France, John 
has an expert knowledge and 
appreciation of gardens and 
planting. He is a regular writer 
for national magazines and newspapers including 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, and is garden adviser to 
Glyndebourne in East Sussex, see feature page 50. 
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Join our tour hosted by editor Juliet Roberts and plantsman 
John Hoyland to the gardens of Paris and lle de France, plus 
a visit to Journées des Plantes, Courson, 13-17 October 2014 


n our French excursion we will 

capture the charm of gardens and 

parks within the heart of Paris, 
France’s fine historic capital. We'll also take in 
the sweeping landscapes, exuberant potagers 
and formal masterpieces that surround 
chateaux in the rural environs of Paris, known 
as the Ile de France —all of which will look 
wonderful in the early autumn sunshine. Our 
tour also includes a visit to the highlight of 
the French gardening calendar: Courson’s 
plant fair Journées des Plantes held in the 
grounds of the 17th-century chateau. 


We start in Paris with a visit to the elegant 
Jardin du Luxembourg with its fountains 
and parterres before moving on to the 
private garden of Judith Pillsbury (also 
owner of La Louve in Provence, the iconic 
garden of the late Nicole de Vésian). Our 
visit continues with a walking tour through 
the streets and squares of Paris, along the 
way visiting the Jardin des Tuileries, which 
now showcases work by some of France’s 
leading garden designers, and popping in to 
the famous Maison Deyrolle to marvel at its 
eclectic range of historic botanical curios. 


7¥ Po BN on 
—s , > ae 
Courson “sles des Plantes 


France 


Moving out of the city we will visit 
the private garden Bois du Fay, home of 
American-born landscape architect Mark 
Rudkin, and the Chateau de Saint-Jean de 
Beauregard with its remarkable potager. 
There’s also the tree-lined canals of the 
Chateau de Courances and the magnificent 
Vaux-le-Vicomte, where you will be met by 


= the owner to learn more about this grand, 


historic landscape designed by Le Notre. 
The final day is spent at the Journées 


: des Plantes, Courson. This annual plant 


fair is renowned for its elegant displays 
and tempting plants from some of the best 
nurseries in France and around Europe. 

The tour is based at the four-star Hétel du 
Panthéon in Paris and Hotel les Pléiades in 


“ Barbizon in the scenic forest of Fontainebleau. 


fs ole VEE ré 
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BOOKING DETAILS 


The price per person sharing is 
£2,498 (single supplement £380 
levied by the hotels). 


The price includes all meals throughout your 
stay, accommodation at Hétel du Panthéon, 
Paris and Hétel Les Pléiades, Barbizon, and 
return Eurostar service from London to Paris. 


Please note: This tour involves quite a lot of 
walking, often on uneven ground. 


To book or for more information contact 


Boxwood Tours, 
Quality Garden Holidays, 
Rhiw, Llanbedr, 
Gwynedd LL45 2NT, UK 


Tel +44 (0)1341 241717 
Email mail@boxwoodtours.co.uk 
Web boxwoodtours.co.uk 


This tour has been arranged exclusively for readers of 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED by Boxwood Tours, Quality 
Garden Holidays, a specialist garden-tour company set 
up in 1990 and directed by Sue and Brian Macdonald, 
Kew-trained, professional gardeners. 


ardin des Tuileries, Paris 


TOUR EXCLUSIVES 


Our tour gives you the opportunity 
to meet garden owners, designers 
and nurserymen to gain unique insights 


* Meet Judith Pillsbury in her private Paris 
garden (she also owns La Louvre in 
Provence, the fabulously stylish garden 
of the late Nicole de Vésian). 


+ Be greeted by American-born landscape 


architect Mark Rudkin in his private garden. 


+ Visit La Maison Deyrolle and Prince 
Jardinier, a curiosity shop of natural history 
objects and gardening items where owner 
Prince Albert de Broglie will talk about 
his eclectic range of beautiful products. 

+ Take lunch with Madame de Curel at her 
home the Chateau de Saint-Jean de 
Beauregard renowned for its pretty potager. 

+ Stroll through the gardens of the 500-acre, 
historic Vaux-le-Vicomte estate with the 
owner Alexandre de Vogiié. 

* Gain unique introductions into the French 
gardening scene at the Journées des 
Plantes with John and Juliet as your guides. 
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“Amelanchier€anadensis 
Where grew up, in Connecticut#the amelanchiers * ss nee i ah 


bloomed before any tree in the woods came into 1 P 
leaf — Creating mounds of white visible from far 4 ro 

away. Hot on'the heels of the flowers come the { . 

leaves, a soft copper at first gradually turning green. . a aor 
Edible purple berries appear in summer, and in 4 ” ; 
autumn the whole tree turns yellow: Usually grown ' A * 

as a multi-stemmed large shrub, it casts only a light ’ 
shade so is kind to gardeners. ‘ : 


Height 6m. / iy \ i 
Growing conditions Sun or light shade. : ifs an } 

Hardiness RHS'H6, USDA 4a-8br. ( 
Origin North America. iF 
Season of interest April and October. 


Derry Watkins is the 
owner of Special Plants 
nursery near Bath, 
specialplants.net 


Narcissus ‘Thalia’ 

My favourite narcissus. It has two or three 
nodding flowers on each stem, that are not 
so big as to be vulgar, but neither are they 
so small you need to get down on all fours 
and assume the prayer position simply to 


admire them. The gently swept-back petals 
give it elegance and grace. They open a soft 
creamy white, gradually becoming purer 
and purer white. Gently fragrant, it is lovely 
as a cut flower. Fairly late blooming, it is 
great planted en masse, like a late snow has 
fallen on green grass. It looks delicate, 
tasteful and restrained, but it is remarkably 
stalwart, slowly increasing every year. 


Height 30-40cm. 

Growing conditions Sun or light shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 
Origin Garden hybrid 1916, UK. 

Season of interest March — April. 


April plants 


As spring gets into its stride, Derry Watkins chooses a favourite tree 
and some delicate bulbs and blooms that are at their best in April 


WORDS DERRY WATKINS PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


Smyrnium perfoliatum 

The acid-yellow bracts and flowers are a 
sight for sore eyes on rainy days. Rarely seen 
in nurseries because it is dormant for ten 
months of the year, and no one wants to 
buy an empty pot, especially when you tell 
them that it dies after blooming. But you 
only need one to flower in your garden to 
have it forever. It seeds profusely and the 
seedlings are so undistinguished it is 
impossible to weed them all out. They take 
a few years to flower, but then there will be 
loads, never a problem as they disappear so 
early leaving the stage for later arrivals. 


Height 60-90cm. 

Growing conditions Sun or shade. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 6a-10b. 
Origin Widespread, Europe, North Africa 
and South East Asia. 

Season of interest April — May. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Primula ‘Guinevere’ 

A primrose by any other name. But 
one with dark, purple-flushed leaves and 
dark-red stems that show off the subtle 
grey-pink flowers to perfection. The 
leaves are attractive long after the 
flowers have faded, in fact they usually 
survive long into the winter. Although 
this pretty plant does not seed 

like ordinary primroses it is easy 

to divide immediately after flowering. 
Just tear them apart and put them 
where you want them to grow. AGM*. 


Height 12cm. 

Growing conditions Sun or light 
shade, not too dry. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 
Origin Bred in Ireland in the 1950s 
(originally called ‘Garryard Guinevere’). 
Season of interest Spring. 
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Zaluzianskya ovata 
A flower worthy of a Bond movie; 
a South African plant with an 


unpronounceable Russian name. 
Absolutely ravishing, too pretty to be 
real. Each petal is red outside and 

white inside, so the little, round buds 
are bright red. The flowers open white 
and then close up into their bud 

in the afternoon and open again in the 
evening when they release a lovely scent. 
I thought it was tender when I bought it 
but I left one in the rockery three years 
ago and it is still there. 


Height 15cm. 

Growing conditions Full sun, 
good drainage. 

Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 9a-10b. 
Origin South Africa. 

Season of interest April — June. 


Places 
to visit 


Derry shares some of her : 

: by the residents of the 
favourite places to see nearby village for hundreds 
plants at their best. of years. It's now a National 


Nature Reserve and a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest 
and it has one of the largest 
collections of Fritillaria 
meleagris in the UK. Most of 
the wild fritillaries in Britain 
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Cricklade North Meadow, 
just north of Swindon, is an 
ancient undisturbed hay 
meadow, that’s been 
managed for its wildflowers 


Epimedium x versicolor 
‘Sulphureum’ 

Epimediums are some of the best ground 
covers for dry shade. They are slow but 
unstoppable, overwhelming any 
competition within their boundaries. For 
me, the most vigorous is this one with its 
pale-yellow flowers. The evergreen leaves 
are red-flushed in spring and autumn. 
Usually you cut the old leaves off in 
February to see the flowers, which emerge 
in March and April, and admire the new 
red leaves as they unfurl immediately after. 


Height 40cm. 

Growing conditions Partial shade, likes 
good soil, but tolerates dry conditions. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 
Origin 19th-century hybrid between 
European and Japanese species. 
Season of interest Year round. 


ROBWOLSTENHOLME 


Criekiade North Meadows’? 


‘ 


Cardamine pratensis 

Tlote Fiero: 

Cardamine pratensis is lady’s smock, a 
British native commonly found in damp 
fields. Its demure, pale-pink, nodding 
flowers are a joy. But its rather more 
flirtatious, double-flowered cousin is a 
better garden plant. It doesn’t seed but 
slowly wanders in sun or light shade as 
long as it’s not too dry. Being double, the 
flowers stay on longer and are more showy. 
Unfortunately, the foliage is very similar to 
hairy bittercress so easy to weed out by 
mistake, on the other hand it is edible. 


Height 30cm. 

Growing conditions Partial shade, 

not too dry. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 4a-7b. 

Origin 17th-century sport discovered in UK. 
Season of interest April — May. 


are here. In April it is a field 
of exquisite purple-checked, 
square-shouldered nodding 
blooms. Worth coming 
across the country for, but 
check the website to see 
when they are at their best. 
Cricklade, Wiltshire. 
crickladeinbloom.co.uk/ 
north_meadow.html 
Greencombe, near 
Porlock, is home to Joan 
Lorraine. She has been 
gardening here for almost 


Lathyrus vernus Filigree’ 
Lathyrus vernus is a lovely, small, early 
blooming herbaceous pea. It can be 

pink, white or blue. Occasionally, you get 
sports of it that have very narrow leaves. 
Mine is one of these. The thread-like leaves 
(it used to be known as ‘Filicifolius’) are 
charming on their own but the flowers 

are astonishing, purple buds produce 
brilliant-blue flowers. Even better, a 
month later deep-red seedpods stand up 
to attention just above the leaves. We grow 
them from seed and each one is different, 
and each one charming in its own way. 


Height 30cm. 

Growing conditions Sun or light shade, 
well-drained. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 3a-9b. 
Origin Europe. 

Season of interest April — June. 


Brunnera macrophylla 

Jack Frost’ 

Pretty, little, forget-me-not flowers in April. 
Beautiful silver leaves netted with green get 
bigger and bigger as summer goes on. 
Given enough food and water the leaves 
can be magnificent, making good ground 
cover, and long outlast the flowers. They 
need a rich, deep, humusy soil and an 
ample supply of water to look their best 

— but are worth it. B. macrophylla ‘Looking 
Glass’ is almost the same, but with solid, 
silver leaves that shimmer in the shade. 


Height 40cm. 

Growing conditions Shade, good soil, 

not too dry. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 

Origin A micropropagation sport introduced 
by Walters Gardens, Michigan, in 2000. 
Season of interest Spring and summer. 


50 years, on an acid, wet, 
north-facing slope under 
mature trees. Naturally, she 
specialises in woodland 
plants, and has the national 
collections of Erythronium, 
Polystichum, Vaccinium and 
Gaultheria — she’s clearly a 
great plantswoman. These 
days, no longer able to 
garden herself, she sits 

by the entrance in her 
wheelchair but she can 

still tell you the name of 


every plant in the garden. 
Something wonderful to see 
here every day from April 
through July, but the 
erythroniums are 
mouth-watering in April. 
Greencombe, Porlock, 
Minehead, Somerset TA24 
8NU. Tel 01643 862363, 
greencombe.org.uk 

Coton Manor in 
Northamptonshire has one 
of the best bluebell woods in 
England. The lovely grey 


COTON MANOR 


Coton Manor 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Erysimum Parish’s’ 

Perhaps the best perennial wallflower. 
Rich, red-purple flowers on trailing stems 
from April through September. Like all 
erysimums it needs to be renewed from 
cuttings every so often but plants will 
bloom well for three to four years. RHS 
Plant Finder insists on ‘Parish’s’ because 
that’s how the cultivar was spelled in the 
first published version. But the man who 
discovered it wanted it to be called by his 
mother’s maiden name, Parrish, so in my 
nursery we spell it with two ‘r’s. 


Height/spread 50cm x 90cm. 
Growing conditions Full sun, 

good drainage. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 
Origin Accidental sport occurred near 
Bath in the 1990s. 

Season of interest April — September. 


trunks of beech trees rise 
froma sea of blue as far as 
the eye can see. The filtered 
light through the newly 
unfolding leaves gives the 
bluebells an added delicacy. 
Check the website for the 
best moment to visit. The 
nearby garden is also worth 
seeing at almost any time 
of the year. Coton Manor, 
Coton, Northampton NN6 
8RQ. Tel 01604 740219, 
cotonmanor.co.uk 
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DAVID AUSTIN® ROSES 


After 50 years of intensive 
breeding, David Austin’s English 
Roses combine the delicate 
charm and wonderful fragrances 
of the old roses with the wider 
colour range and repeat-flowering 
nature of modern roses. The 
healthy and reliable roses featured 
here can be grown as shrubs or 
trained as climbers. English Roses 
make superb climbers as they are 
vigorous without being too tall, 
and so are easy to manage. They 
have a remarkable ability to flower 


all the way down to the base of 


the plant. 


SAVE 20% ON FRAGRANT CLIMBING ROSES 


THE 


PILGRIM (Auswalker) Soft yellow rosettes. 


and myrrh fragrance. Very healthy and reliable. 8- 
climber. Was £14.95 now £11.96 


THE GENEROUS GARDENER (Ausdrawn) Exquisite blush 


pink 


8-101 


blooms with a strong and delicious old rose 
ft as a climber. Was £15.95 now £12.76 


A SHROPSHIRE LAD (Ausled) Lovely, soft, peac 


PrOSet 


Was 


£15.95 now £12.76 


TESS OF THE D’URBERVILLES (Ausmove) Ligh 


Delicious tea 
lOft as a 


fragrance. 


hy pink 


ttes. Delicious fruity tea fragrance. 8-| Oft as a climber. 


t crimson 


bloo 
6-8ft 


ms with a lovely old rose fragrance. Short cli 
as a climber. Was £14.95 now £11.96 


mbing rose. 


GERTRUDE JEKYLL (Ausbord) Rich pink rosettes with old 
rose character and charm. Old Rose fragrance. Very reliable 
and healthy. 6-8ft as a climber. Was £15.95 now £12.76 


CROWN PRINCESS MARGARETA (Auswinter) Neatly- 


formed rosettes of apricot-orange with a strong, fruity 


fragrance. 6-8ft as a climber. Was £14.95 now £11.96 


Save 20% when you order any of 
the climbing English Roses on this 
page quoting code GT21. 


TO ORDER 

Visit: 
www.davidaustinroses.com 
Call: 01902 376300 


Post: Send a cheque to the 
address below with your name, 
address, phone number and 
order. 


POSTAGE CHARGE OF £5.95 APPLIES TO UK 
MAINLAND. FOR OTHER AREAS PLEASE CONTACT 
US. PAYMENT WITH ORDER. ROSES WILL BE 
DESPATCHED AS BARE ROOTS FROM APRIL 2014 
WITH FULL PLANTING INSTRUCTIONS. THIS OFFER 
APPLIES TO MAIL ORDERS ONLY AND CANNOT BE 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 


David Austin Roses Ltd (GT21), Bowling Green Lane, Albrighton, Wolverhampton WV7 3HB. 


dig in modern peasant 


When it comes to new ideas we shouldn't restrict ourselves to living gardeners. 


I | ) SOO d John Gerard’s famous Herball (first published 1597) has given me plenty to 


think about lately. Open it and across four centuries the voice of another 


gardener speaks with humour and acuity in lustrous Elizabethan prose. 
CO fl | l pany Gerard tells us of the benefits of gardening and there is a jolt of recognition: 

‘In the expert knowledge of herbes, what pleasure still renewed with variety? 
What small expense? What security? And yet what an apt and ordinary meanes 
to conduct man to that most desired benefit of health?’ 


Jojo has found a kindred spirit 


in an Elizabethan botanist and The book is philosophical, funny and dense in folklore and the ‘vertues’ of 
he has encoura ge d her to look individual plants. It is also beautifully illustrated with woodcuts that inspired 
atane gl ected root in a new, William Morris. I am pleased to discover Gerard praising a vegetable that 


deserves to be rescued from obscurity, the small turnip: “The small Turnep 
growes by Hackney in a sandy ground, and those that are brought to Cheapside 
market from that village are the best that ever I tasted? 

As a resident of Hackney I now feel compelled to grow some turnips myself. 
For both Gerard and food writer Elizabeth David, the key is to harvest them small 
and sweet. In her book French Country Cooking David describes them as the ‘most 
delicious of vegetables’ she suggests you soak them in vinegar and beetroot [> 


more Mediterranean light 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH 
ILLUSTRATIONS SARAH YOUNG 
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dig in modern peasant 


I am pleased to discover Gerard praising 
a vegetable that deserves to be rescued 
from obscurity, the small turnip 


[> juice to make a pink pickle in the Egyptian style or cut them into quarters and eat 
them raw as a Greek meze with salt (this only works with freshly harvested turnips). 
You can simply wash and steam tender, thin-skinned varieties with their greens 
attached or do as David suggests and glaze them: boil peeled ping pong ball-sized 
turnips whole, until almost done (about ten minutes) then drain. Cook in a small 
heavy pan with butter, a sprinkling of caster sugar and a very little water over a low 
heat until the sauce is sticky. Glaze and serve. 

Grow a quick maturing crop, such as the popular heritage variety ‘Snowball’ 
(mild in flavour with solid flesh) or try “Tokyo Cross; a Japanese turnip with 
shiny pure white roots and a perfectly spherical shape, or the very sweet and 
tender “Half Long Criossy’ (c.1867), a favourite of Parisian market gardeners. 
Gerard advises, ‘the turnep prospereth well in a light loose and fat earth, so loose 
that it may be turned almost into dust. 


Make your beds up 

Late April is a time of crowded windowsills and tabletops in my house, 
seedlings potted on and growing quickly are yearning to be outside. While 

I wait for the threat of frost to pass I plan out my beds and spend some time 
thinking about the company the vegetables will keep. This year I will again 
grow corn, pumpkin and beans together in the Native American Indian 
planting technique called Three Sisters in which the beans fix nitrogen in the 
soil, the spreading squash leaves shade the earth and suppress weeds and the 
corn gives support. I have chosen a small red-kernelled corn for popping, ‘Red 
Strawberry, alongside two tear drop-shaped winter squashes: the blue-grey 
Cucurbita maxima “Hubbard Blue Ballet’ and the bright orange C. maxima 
‘Uchiki Kuri’ with some speckled beans, Phaseolus vulgaris “Borlotto Lingua di 
Fuoco; and the purple French bean ‘A Cosse Violette’. 

My two apple trees (a russet type and a ‘Spartan’) grow well alongside large 
bushes of rosemary and sage, and I sow annual lettuces between strips of aromatic 
herbs (chervil, chives, coriander and dill). Tomatoes thrive near asparagus so 
alongside my one-year-old bed I will plant the pepper-shaped, early ripening 
South American tomato ‘Andine Cornue;, along with borage and nasturtiums. In 
any spare hard-to-till spot will go the ‘wonder drug’ plant of companion planting 
the Mexican marigold, Tagetes minuta, whose roots secrete a herbicide that kills 
perennial weeds, such as bindweed and couch grass, as well as eel worms. 

Before things get too crowded think about the bone structure of your plot. 
Construct wigwams of hazel poles for beans, squash, cucumber and annual 
climbers, such as Ipomoea lobata and Cobaea scandens, to scramble up. 

Support smaller plants with low fences of willow poles bent over to form a 
semicircle. Try and source your wood sustainably rather than buying bamboo. 
Look out for managed woodland, ask permission and you should be allowed 


to coppice some wood for your plot. 
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A new leaf 


The first salads were just raw vegetables 
sprinkled with salt (the word salad has its root 
in the Latin for salt — sal) to emphasise what 
was most flavoursome in the vegetable. The 
key to a successful salad is simplicity and 
quality. The latter can only come from the 
freshest and tastiest of ingredients. This is 
where the homegrown leaf will always triumph. 
My perfect green salad will always be one 
whose leaves were picked in the cool of the 
morning, washed, wrapped in a tea towel to 
dry, shaken out into a bowl and then dressed 
simply with good olive oil and red wine vinegar. 


A good guide is essential, Joy Larkcom's 
wonderful The Organic Salad Garden is always 
at hand but going further back the French 
cookery writer Xavier Marcel Boulestin and 
Jason Hills’ Herb's, Salads and Seasonings 
(Heinemann, 1930) is worth seeking out, not 
least for Cedric Morris's beautiful line drawings. 


As well as the usual favourites — rocket, 
mustards, sorrel and little gem — right now 
lam sowing the 19th-century lettuce ‘May 
Queen’ (a quick-growing butterhead), the 
long, serrated oakleaf ‘Catalogna’ and the 
crisp, solid-hearted ‘Blonde Maraichére’, 

as well as peas for their shoots and herbs, 
such as hyssop, borage and nasturtiums, 
for their flowers, the Japanese shi-so (Perilla 
frutescens) and the South American herb 
papalo (Porophyllum ruderale), which is 
sometimes called Bolivian or summer 
coriander. This unusual herb has 

a taste somewhere between rocket and 
coriander with hints of cucumber and citrus. 
You can add it raw to beans, salsa, guacamole 
and carnitas (it makes the latter more 
digestible) as well as making it a component 
of your salad bowl. It tastes stronger than 
coriander so you need less of it. 


The Inchbald School of Garden Design 


“Inchbald'’s 40 years of 
experience in teaching garden 
design made choosing their 
online course easy.” 

Sarah Hammond 


www.sarahhammonddesign.com 
Online Garden Design Graduate 
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I’ve been working as a designer for a number of years 
and took the course as | wanted to consolidate and 
develop my knowledge and skills and also gain the 
confidence to grow my business beyond a local, word of 
mouth operation. | saw the Inchbald with its reputation 
and standing, and the fact that it offered a challenging, 
rigorous course as the perfect place to do that. 


Our online design courses aim to continue the high 

quality of teaching which is central to the garden design 
school and which our reputation has been built on over 
the past 40 years. 


You get the same standard of tutoring and unlike most other 
online courses, have the opportunity to meet your fellow 


students at an open day at the beginning of the course. This 
can be invaluable, as you can share ideas throughout the 
course and it can be an important support network when you 
are working from home. 


The unique features of our online garden design courses 
make them superior to conventional distance learning, 
correspondence or home-study courses. When you join 

an Inchbald online course you join a small class with other 
students. You follow a course timetable and develop close 
working relationships with your tutors and fellow students. 
Crucial to all of our online courses is the regular feedback 
and advice from tutors on your weekly work assignments. 
You set up your design studio at home and have 24/7 access 
to your class through your bespoke course website. 


Through discussion forums online, you share ideas and 
observations with fellow students and your tutors. This 
stimulates and informs your design education, and this 
contact with others who are studying the same course at the 
same time helps to sustain you. The course schedule sets a 
dynamic pace allowing you to see progress, and establishes 
a valuable professional ethos, in which you are expected 

to meet deadlines and commitments. Most importantly, 

your tutors are personally interested in your progress and 
development and give you regular and frequent guidance and 
feedback on your work. 


We have a range of online courses to choose from, including 
three month short courses, one year to three year diploma 
courses and Postgraduate Diploma and MA degree courses. 
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1 Wire plant stand, great for displaying a collection of auriculas or other 

spring flowers, holds 15 plants, £99; Moroccan bowl hichalsoit on the ina rsion (see 4 overleaf), £18 from Rowen & Wren 01932 
plant stand to use (etary) available in'aange of colours, 8475. .Uk. 50m ball of twine, £2.05 from Nutscene 
£9.50 each, all from Sarah Raven 0845 092'0283, sar raventcom. Dipp utseehe.com. Table and chairs stylist’s own, similar 
hand-woven basket with two handles, great for carrying pants or tools, coloured folding 1 lurniture available from Fermob fermob.com. 
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2 Birchwood trays with gorgeous tree blossom — 
prints in various colours, perfect for taking tea 
in the spring sunshine (46cm diameter), £42 
each by Spira; floral notecards with envelopes 
by Rifle Paper Co, great for sending your Easter 
wishes, set of eight in four designs, £15, all 
available from Northlight Homestore 


4 Be 
01235 848192, northlighthomestore.com. 
Pink American milk glass cake stand (13cm 
high, 16cm diameter), £36 and giant mugs, 
available in assorted colours, £8.50 each from 
RE 01434 634567, re-foundobjects.com. 


Assorted flavoured macaroons, £16 for a box 


of 12 from Bettys 0845 600 1919, bettys.co.uk. 


3 Painted wooden egg trug, holds a dozen eggs, 

£35 from Sparrow & Finch 01892 861202, 
sparrowandfinch.co.uk. Ceramic bird egg cups, 
available in sets of two (green/mauve and grey/aqua), 
£12 per set by Bliss In The Woods at Unique and Unity 
0845 605 9699, uniqueandunity.co.uk. 


4 Folding florist's knife with 5.5cm blade, £24.50, 
raffia bundles in mauve and blue-green, £3.95 each, 
all from Sarah Raven (see previous page). Shallow 
dipped hand-woven basket with two handles 

(12cm high, 35cm diameter), £18 from Rowen & Wren 
(see previous page). 


5 Scented soywax candles in glass holders, with 
colourful gift boxes, choose from a selection of seven 
plant-inspired fragrances. Burn time approximately 
AO hours, £9.95 each from Dotcomgiftshop 

020 8746 2473, dotcomgiftshop.com. 


6 Exterior eggshell paint in soft pastel shades 
(used here on wooden spoons), suitable for exterior 
metal, woodwork and garden furniture. Colours from 
top: Cinder Rose, Cooking Apple Green, Yellow Ground 
and Blue Ground, £22 for 750ml from Farrow & Ball 
01202 876141, farrow-ball.com. 
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Dobbies 


GARDEN CENTRES 


Brighten your olaxy 


Endless 


POSSIBILITIES 
this : 


SPRING 


It’s that time of year. Time to get out there again 
and take back your garden. With Dobbies on your side, 
you can achieve anything you want. So go forth and 
dig, plant, grow and mow like there’s no tomorrow. 
The possibilities really are endless. 


Here are some ideas 


to get you Growing. 


when you buy Dobbies Electric Rotary Aftercut All In One Dobbies Select Stainless Steel Patch Magic 
Mower 140 Ow for £85 Lawn Treatment £1 0 Lawn Rake £12.50 Shaker 


Discover more at dobbies.com 


*Free Dobbies Essentials Mini Strimmer worth £13 when you buy Dobbies Electric Rotary Mower 1400w for £85. 


All product prices are correct at the time of printing. Products and offers available while stocks last. 
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A must-have read for passionate gardeners, GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED magazine provides a unique insight into the world’s 
most beautiful gardens, irresistible plants and clever design. 
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Wo sing the praives of one the opera house's 
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“za Have GARDENS ILLUSTRATED magazine 
= delivered straight to your device 


When you take out a FREE 30-day trial’ 
Simply return to homepage to subscribe 


*After your 30-day trial your subscription will continue at £2.99 per month 
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Name Cottage by. the Creek. 

What Private garden of designer Ulf Nordfjell with rich plantings 
that wep around a wooden house set ina conservation area of 
native forest and meadows, overlooking afiv iver. 

Where Agnas, northern Sweden. 

Size The planted area is about 800 square metres. 

Soil Sandy soil improved with a mixture of 

clay, peat and manure. ; 

Climate South- and west-facing with cold = 

winters and long periods of snow cover. 

Spring starts in late April to early May and 

summers are short and hot. First frosts 

from mid September; first snow can isl iS 

fromlate October. 2 

Points of interest A grid of beds fillet 
; with bulbs}herbaceous perennials ahd 

Brasses; “anchored by paths of granite \ 

slabs andigravel. A timber. andgliss 

moderit Pavilions gives views'a ind 

down the. gardenssetes } 

ee 
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Palosd to his timber suMimer notre = painted ‘Falu 
Rott’ a traditional holige'colour.in rural Sweden — 
Ulf ha$treated a delightful new garden where Tulipa 
‘Pink Diamond; T. Merlét-and'7;-‘Queen of Night’ a 
bright ‘colourto lush plantings of Dicentra‘Aurora'* ¥. 


s foxgloves and Nepétaracemosa-Walker's Low’ thee : 


tall shuttlécock fern; Matteuccia struthiopteris, was, 


ppred by UIf’s mother in the 1940sr<"" 4 <s é 7 
J qs 


In the garden of his summer home, renowned designer Ulf 


Nordfjell has created.a fresh modern garden; inspired by the 
natural beauty of the surrounding Swedish forests 


WORDS ANNIE-GATTERHOTOGRARHS JASON INGRAM: 


Each border has its own character 
but in spring a soft colour scheme of 
pinks, blues, whites, burgundy 

and greens unifies the planting 


he track leading to the childhood summer home of 
designer Ulf Nordfjell in northern Sweden, cuts through pine and 
birch forest on one side and pasture on the other. There’s no grand 
gateway or clipped hedging to suggest anything special lies within. 
But as soon as you step on to the gravel path leading to the front 
door, the landscape architect’s firm hand is evident: in the black- 
stained boundary fence, in the granite-edged border punctuated 
by foliage balls — not box but the hardier Ribes alpinum — and in 
the black wall of the contemporary garden pavilion that re-visits 
the design of Ulf’s pavilion for his Chelsea 2009 show garden. 

The challenges of this intensively planted plot have been 
immense. It’s a sloping site on pure sand, carved out of the native 
forest and overlooking a stretch of a salmon-rich river. In winter 
the whole region is covered in snow for several months. Spring 
arrives late, with a rush, and the summer season is short and hot. 

Initially, Ulf’s parents levelled a lawn, planted some hardy 
bushes and small trees, and made a straight border along the front 
of the south-facing house. Ulf got the gardening bug young when 
he stole some of his parents’ plants and re-established them in his 
sandpit. The first plants he bought were two Festuca grasses. “Even 
though I didn’t know anything about ecology, I thought they were 
right for the site,” he explains. His mother let him add more and 
more and by the time he started to train as a botanist at Umea 
University, he was in charge of the garden. 

Ulf is completely in tune with, and inspired by, the flora and 
fauna of the surrounding landscape, but for the garden to work 
aesthetically for him it needs to have a strong structure and be 
firmly controlled. On his return from the Chelsea Flower Show in 
2009, where his garden for the Daily Telegraph won Best in Show, 
he decided to get tough. “I wanted to make a clearer distinction 
between nature and the garden, which I did by introducing a 
frame of granite paving.” He also added a large pavilion, which he 
designed, and re-planted whole sections of the garden with late [> 


THIS PAGE 


Top The lovely pale blue Phlox divaricata ‘Clouds of Perfume’ is one of Ulf's 
favourites, and works well here with the white Dicentra ‘Aurora’ Tulipa ‘Queen of 
Night’ and the red stems of Gillenia trifoliata against the black fence. 


Middle The glass-covered pavilion, designed by UIf, is the perfect place for 
summer dining. The steel Viola planters, also designed by Ulf from his own 
collection, are on wheels so he can easily bring them inside during winter. 


Bottom Ulf loves the contrast between the white flowering Narcissus ‘Actaea’ 
and Epimedium x youngianum ‘Niveum’ and the richness of the 
Tulipa ‘Merlot’ and brown stems of Rodgersia pinnata ‘Chocolate Wing’ 
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rent perennials in the new garden. Here soft 7 ry 
k Persicaria bistorta ‘Superba’ sits opposite 
Uulipa ‘Pink Diamond’ and T. ‘Merlot’ amid a bed off : 
Brunnera macrophylla ‘Betty Bowring: The Chelsea 
Granite Cushion, Chelsea Steel Cushion and 
elegant pergola.arch were all designed by-Ulf- 


>! 7 on 


The challenges of this intensively 
planted plot are immense: spring arrives 
late and the summers are short and hot 


[> spring and early summer perennials; end-of-summer 
perennials don’t have enough time to perform here. Now the 
garden is a glorious melding of established plants, such as the 
luminescent stand of head-high shuttlecock fern (Matteuccia 
struthiopteris) planted by Ulf’s mother in the 1940s, and more 
recent choice perennials and bulbs sourced from nurseries 
mainly in Sweden, Germany and the UK. 

The new granite paths delineate a grid of geometric beds 
that extend on one side to the pavilion where Ulf and his partner 
Leif can take coffee, and on the other to a sheltered terrace where 
clematis dances across the wall. The upper part of the garden ends at 
a two-metre slope, framed by two sets of steps that lead to a picket 
fence separating the garden from the public track along the river. 

Each border has its own character but in spring a soft colour 
scheme of pinks, blues, whites, burgundy and greens unifies the 
planting. A rigorous regime of mulching and adding manure 
ensures lush growth. Ulf’s dislike of bare soil means intensive 
planting, using the foliage of midsummer perennials, such as 
delphiniums, rodgersias, actaeas and astilbes, to create foils for 
spring flowers, including tulips, narcissi, aquilegias and camassias. 
The geometry of the hard landscaping is further softened by edging 
the borders with single species, such as Aruncus aethusifolius, 
Dicentra ‘Aurora, Nepeta racemosa ‘Walker’s Low, Epimedium x 
youngianum ‘Niveum, Viola cornuta and Ribes alpinum. 

There is inspiration galore here for those who garden with 
below freezing temperatures and those whose ambition is to create 
billowing spring borders. But be warned, this is not a garden that 


could be described as low maintenance. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
For more information on Ulf Nordfjell's work and details of 
products from his collection, visit nordfjellcollection.se 


THIS PAGE 


Top The small old barn, a former feed store, stands across from the modern 
pavilion and reflects the importance of wood as a material in this forested area. 


Middle Two of Ulf's favourite plants, the thin-leaved Zigadenus elegans and 
Trillium grandiflorum f. roseum (with pale pink flowers) work well with the 
variagated Hosta ‘Patriot’ in this layered border. 


Bottom Ulf dislikes bare soil and makes much use of ground cover plants, such 
as Asarum europaeum, used here to great effect around an old Malus tree. 
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Garden plan 


House 

Pavilion 

Large old barn 

Small old barn 

Garage 

ew garden, created 2011 
Older part of the garden 
Blueberry forest 
Lingonberry forest 
Meadow 

Kitchen garden 

Farmed area 

Main entrance 

Walls of timber 

Fence 
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favourite 
plants from 
his garden 


Spring bulbs 


1 Scilla siberica 

These blue flowers are one of our earliest spring flowers, 
appearing in the first week of May. They spread easily. 
15cm. AGM* RHS H5, USDA 2a-8bt. 


2 Puschkinia scilloides var. libanotica 

Known as the Russian snowdrop, this bulb produces 
delicate pale blue-striped flowers. Forms lush clumps of 
strappy foliage and flowers very reliably, year after year. 
15-30cm. AGM. USDA 3a-9b. 


3 Narcissus ‘Thalia’ 

This elegant trumpet-shaped narcissus is one of the best 
pure whites. It looks delicate but is surprisingly tough. 
15-30cm. USDA 5a-11. 


4 Tulipa ‘Merlot’ 
This elegant, rich burgundy coloured cultivar is a perfect 
partner for other bulbs. 70cm. 


5 Tulipa orphanidea Whittallii Group 

This is a whisky-coloured species tulip that looks amazing 
with the foliage of silvery perennials such as Stachys. 
15cm. USDA 4a-7b. 


6 Allium ‘Mount Everest’ 

This statuesque allium has white flowers with green 
stamens. It is one my favourites, along with A. hollandicum 
‘Purple Sensation’ | combine them with Hemerocallis 
flava. 60cm. USDA 3b-9b. 


7 Narcissus ‘Actaea’ 

This old-fashioned, scented cultivar has large white petals 
and asmall, yellow centre. Some of the plants in my 
garden are from local stock that’s at least 100 years old. 
10-50cm. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 3a-9b. 


8 Camassia leichtlinii subsp. 

suksdorfii Caerulea Group 

We enjoy this late-flowering Camassia's spires of 
dark-blue, star-shaped flowers for only a short time as it 
comes out when the days have already warmed up. 
90cm. USDA 5a-9b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural 
Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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designer’s garden 


Early perennials 


1Asarum europaeum 

| love the fresh foliage of this woodland evergreen. 

It makes superb ground cover. Plant it in acid soil, 
with loads of compost added to it, and not in full sun. 
30cm. AGM* USDA 4a-8bt. 


2 Aruncus aethusifolius 

The fern-like foliage makes an architectural 
statement in the border and is very useful for hiding 
flowers such as poppies once they have gone over. 

| also find it useful as an edging plant. 

50cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a. 


3 Dicentra ‘Aurora’ 
A delicate spring plant with a bushy form that flowers 
until the end of August. 39cm. 


4 Viola cornuta Alba Group 

| use the plain form and the white form Alba Group. 
Violas do very well here and start flowering in June. 
50cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 


5 Ranunculus aconitifolius ‘Flore Pleno’ 

Surprisingly tough herbaceous perennial with a mass of 
delicate, double, white pompom flowers in June. 

50cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 6b-10a. 


6 Brunnera macrophylla ‘Betty Bowring’ 

This brunnera surprises me every year with flower 
buds that are revealed as soon as the snow goes. 
The white flowers last for more than a month and its 
heart-shaped leaves make excellent ground cover. 
45cm. USDA 3a-7b. 


7 Anemone ‘Wild Swan’ 

My new favorite and a plant | used in my 2013 Laurent- 
Perrier show garden for the RHS Chelsea Flower Show. 
It's delicate and fragile but absolutely wondertul, 
flowering all summer. 45cm. 


8 Epimedium x youngianum ‘Niveum’ 

| love the bud form even if you need to get down on your 
knees to see it. Together with Tulipa ‘Merlot; it can't be 
bettered. The foliage is lovely too. 

50cm. AGM. RHS H5. 
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Tulips 

1‘Christine’ A tall, pink beauty combines well with Lunaria. Height (H) 55cm Flowers (F) First half of May. 2 ‘Upstar’ Makes a lovely addition 

to a bed of forget-me-nots (Myosotis). H 35cm F First half of May. 3 ‘Mistress’ Long flowering period. H 50cm Second half of April. 4 ‘Curly 
Sue’ Needs a light background, such as a white-painted fence. H 50cm F End of April. 5 ‘Cool Crystal’ Lovely double, fringed flowers; works well 
with pink Myosotis. H 45cm F First half of May. 6 ‘Cassini’ A nice down-to-earth, red tulip for all kinds of combinations. H 35cm F Mid April. 


spring planting ideas 


Every garden should have tulips — they’re the absolute queens of spring. With 13 
different groups to choose from, and ranging from early to late flowering, they will 
bring wonderful colour to your garden from mid-March to May. Designer and bulb 


expert Jacqueline van der Kloet has put together four fabulous tulip combinations — 
and suggests some good companions — to help your garden sing with spring joy 


WORDS JACQUELINE VAN DER KLOET PHOTOGRAPHS MAAYKE DE RIDDER 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


Pink tulips 


Companion plants 

1 Viola cornuta (Rabbit series) 

Anew type of the well-known Viola cornuta, 
with a happy, ‘rabbit-like’ face. Works well in 
containers with low-growing tulips. Height 
(H) 15cm Season of interest (S) March — June. 


2 Camassia cusickii 

The ‘lily of the prairies’ is a (perennial) 
bulb, with tall flowers resembling a torch. 
A great neighbour to dark-pink, tall tulips. 
H 70cm S May. 


3 Myosotis sylvatica ‘Victoria Blue’ 

Always a great contribution to the spring 
garden with its beautiful cloud-like 
appearance. The number of seedlings can 
be annoying but they can easily be removed. 
H 5-20cm S March — May. 


4 Lunaria annua 

Well-known, but always surprising, biennial 
spring flower. Good in sun and (dappled) 
shade. Intense violet flowers on high stems. 
Self-seeding. H 90cm S May — June. 


5 Pulsatilla vulgaris 

The large and striking flowers, which resemble 
an anemone, are completed by the delicate, 
hairy leaves. A big surprise year after year. 
Prefers full sun. H 25cm S April — May. 


6 Ajuga reptans ‘Catlin’s Giant’ 

Has decorative, purplish-green leaves, and 
makes good ground cover for a preferably not 
very dry spot. H 15cm S April — May. 
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Orange tulips 


Companion plants 

1 Lysimachia ciliata ‘Firecracker’ 

Some think of this as a weed, because it can 
be invasive, but the dark purple leaves look so 
nice between orange tulips that it shouldn't 
be dismissed. AGM*. 4 80cm S July. Hardiness 
Rating (HR) RHS H7, USDA 5a-9bt. 


2 Euphorbia griffithii ‘Fireglow’ 

Another jewel of spring. This tall perennial 
with bronze-green leaves and smoky orange 
flowers, works well in both sun or dappled 
shade ina spot that’s not too dry. H 70cm 

S April — May HR RHS H4, USDA 4a-9b. 


3 x Heucherella ‘Quicksilver’ 

Pretty as its white flowers are, it’s the greyish 
leaves with their dark purple veins that are the 
real show-stopper here. H 20cm S May — June 
HR USDA 4a-9b. 


4 Smyrnium perfoliatum 

Another superb tulip companion. This 
biennial is a profusely self-seeding beauty. 
Striking yellow-green leaves and (small) 
flowerheads. Happy in sun and shade. 

H 70cm S May — June. 


5 Bergenia ‘Bressingham White’ 
Sparkling white flowers, stand out among 
glossy, dark-green leaves that provide 
year-long ground cover. AGM. 4 30cm 

F April HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 


6 Euphorbia amygdaloides ‘Purpurea’ 
Evergreen perennial with wine-red leaves 
and bright, yellow-green flowers. Likes a spot 
that’s not too moist in sun or dappled shade. 
+H 40cm S April — May HR RHS H4, 

USDA 6a- 9a. 


When and where to plant 
The best time to plant tulips is the end of 
October, beginning of November. This is when 
the soil has begun to cool down, which will 
help in starting up the rooting process. Once 
the roots have developed, the tulip is 
protected against the frost. 

Small tulips look best growing among 
ground-covering perennials, such as 
geranium, alchemilla and campanula, while 
taller tulips are best planted alongside taller 
growing perennials and ornamental grasses. 

Scatter the bulbs in groups of various 
numbers in between the perennials for 
a ‘natural’ effect. 
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spring planting ideas 


elegant tulip with a purple-tinged stem. H 50cm F Second half of April. 3 ‘Lily Fire’ Its brig! 7 ness cain be cooled by planting among dark purple 
and maroon colours. 1 50cm F First half of May. 4 ‘Lighting Sun’ A nice companion to orangé or red crown imperials. H 50cm F First half of May. 


Tulips 

1‘Havran’ Works well with light blue and orange flowers, such as Myosotis and Erisymum. 4 45cm Second half of April. 2 ‘Gavota’ Needs a very 
light spot to show off its intriguing combination of colours. AGM. 1 45cm F Second half of April. 3‘Red Hat’ A stunning red beauty that will radiate 
inbetween lots of green. H 50cm F First half of May. 4 ‘Recreado’ Excellent for perennialising, so leave it in the soil. H 50cm F First half of May. 

5 ‘Uncle Tom’ Great with pinks and reds of the same height. } 40cm F First half of May. 


Red and black tulips 


Companion plants 

1 Geranium tuberosum 

Perennial tuber. Grey-green leaves appear in 
early winter, then disappear after flowering. 

Lilac-veined flowers. Great with not-too-tall 

tulips. H 25cm S May. HR USDA 5a-9b. 


2 Dicentra formosa ‘Red Fountains’ 
Perennial that unites two excellent qualities: 
grey fern-like leaves and long-lasting, red 
flowers. Very elegant underplanting for tulips. 
H 30cm F May — September. 


3 Imperata cylindrica ‘Red Baron’ 
Ornamental grass, green with a bright 

red touch. Looks very elegant, and makes 

a display of tulips look far less formal. 

+H 40cm S Foliage red in autum; flowers spring. 


4 Lathyrus vernus ‘Alboroseus’ 

A beauty of an early flowering perennial: lovely 
leaves and enchanting pinkish white flowers. 
Flowers and leaves disappear after the 
flowering period. AGM. H 25cm F May. 

HR RHS H5. 


5 Aquilegia vulgaris var. stellata 

‘Black Barlow’ 

Much-valued garden plant, perennial and self- 
seeding. Deep-purple double flowers go 
extremely well with soft pink and lilac tulips. 

+H 80cm S May — June HR RHS H4. 


6 Lavandula angustifolia 

Evergreen shrub-like perennial, with silvery 
grey leaves. Provides a solid, neutral 
background for many long-stemmed tulips. 
H 50cm S July — September HR RHS H5, 
USDA 5a-9b. 


Size matters 

You'll find big variations in the size of tulips. 
Early tulips tend to be short (15-20cm), 

while later flowering tulips are generally 

taller, with some of the single late tulips, which 
flower in May, reaching heights of 50-70cm. 

You can use this variation in height to 
create layered displays of tulips, which if you 
choose your combination of early and later 
flowering tulips carefully you'll be able to 
ensure your garden is filled with glorious tulip 
colour for at least six weeks. 

Regardless of size, all tulips need to be 
planted at a depth equal to roughly three 
times the height of the bulb. And all tulips need 
lots of light and a well-drained soil. 
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Yellow tulips 


Companion plants 

1 Thermopsis lanceolata 

Attractive perennial with bright, yellow flowers 
that resemble lupins. Likes full sun and a not 
too dry spot. H 70cm S April HR USDA 2a-7b. 


2 Erysimum ‘Apricot Twist’ 

New cultivar of wall flowers with a nice 
apricot-coloured flower and the same 
qualities as other wall flowers. Evergreen 
leaves up to 40cm high and a long flowering 
period. H 50cm S March — June HR RHS H4. 


3 Foeniculum vulgare 

Tall perennial, which develops its lacy leaves in 
April. Perfect in combination with the 
sometimes sturdy stems of late-flowering 
tulips. Prefers sun and soil that’s not too dry. 
H1.5m S July —- August HR RHS H4. 


4 Euphorbia epithymoides 

Gives structure to a planting of orange 
tulips. Prefers a not too dry position in sun 
or dappled shade. H 40cm S May 

HR USDA 4a-9b. 


5 Milium effusum ‘Aureum’ 

A beautiful ornamental grass that develops 
bright, yellow-green leaves early in the 
season. Grows everywhere and tends to 
self-seed profusely. AGM. H 40cm 

S April — May HR RHS H7. 


6 Heuchera ‘Plum Pudding’ 

Its beetroot-coloured leaves work well with 

x Heucherella ‘Quicksilver’ and Tulipa ‘Lily Fire’ 
H 50cm S June — August HR RHS H4. 


Where to buy 
« Avon Bulbs 
Tel 01460 242177, avonbulbs.co.uk 
* Broadleigh Gardens 
Tel 01823 286231, 
broadleighbulbs.co.uk 
¢ Fluwel 
Tel +31 226 421 155, fluwel.com 
« Jacques Amand International 
Tel 020 8420 7110, jacquesamandintl.com 
¢ Peter Nijssen 
Tel +31 23 547 1056 
pcnijssen.nl/en 
¢ Van Tubergen (Dutch site only) 
Tel +31 23 584 9154, vantubergen.nl 
¢ Verberghe 
Tel + 3120 4973 127 / + 316 5328 7843 
eurobulb.nl 
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spring planting ideas 


4 CRE NNS | a 
1‘Aquilla’ Multi-stermmed and double flowers; each bulb is a small bouquet in it elf. 'f45cm F Second half of April. 2 ‘Jaap Groot’ Nice softyéllow 
flowers and dark-green leaves with a cream-coloured edge. 1 50cm F Second half of April. 3 ‘Sweetheart’ Works well with Narcissus ‘Sailboat’ 
(AGM) or N. ‘Ice Wings’ which both flower at around the same time. H 45em F Second half of April. 4 ‘Washington’ Resembles an old-fashioned 
‘broken tulip: Works well with ‘Cassini’ (See page 42). H 50cm Second half of April. 5 ‘Flaming Parrot’ A very strong tulip that needs a modest 
background, for example Milium or Euphorbia polychroma (see left). 1 50cm F First half of May. 


Glyndebourne 


We sing the praises of one the opera house's 
leading stars — its glorious gardens 


WORDS JOHN HOYLAND PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


rambling country house that nestles in the Sussex Downs, 
miles from major cultural centres is an unlikely place for an opera house, 
but it was here, at Glyndebourne, that 80 years ago the eccentric music 
lover John Christie established what quickly became one of the world’s 
great opera houses. The bucolic setting of the house and its well-tended 
gardens was, for many patrons, as important as the music. Vita Sackville- 
West wrote that ‘the graciousness of civilisation here surely touches a 
peak where the arts of music, architecture and gardening combine...’ 
For 50 years the gardens were developed and managed by John’s 
daughter-in-law, Mary Christie, with the guiding hand of her friend 
and mentor, the late Christopher Lloyd. 

All gardens need to be regularly reinvigorated and so, five years ago, 

I set about helping Gus Christie, the current owner of Glyndebourne and 
John’s grandson, to coach the gardens back into singing as beautifully as 
any of the performers on stage. 

One of the most important areas of the garden is a110m-long and 
20m-wide, double herbaceous border that skirts the house and leads 
directly into the theatre’s foyer. The border is seen from a higher terrace 
above, from the lawns below and, most particularly, from the Yorkstone 
path that runs through it. 

The terrace border is used by the Christie family and Glyndebourne 
staff throughout the year but during the annual Festival, between May 
and August, thousands of visitors promenade its length, admiring the 
views across the sweeping lawns and out to the Downs. 

Creating a border that is appealing all year round takes much 
preparation and thought in the planting and a great deal of skill and 
experience on the part of the gardening team in its maintenance. The 
next few pages show how we achieve this throughout the year in this 
part of the Glyndebourne gardens. 


* Turn the page to see the border through the seasons [> 


Main image The wide terrace skirts the house and leads directly into the foyer of the 
opera house. It’s a popular spot for visitors to promenade during the festival. 


Far left The view over the terrace extends across the wide lawns towards the Sussex 
Downs. A line of Taxus baccata ‘Fastigiata’ divides two of the garden's lawns. 


Centre left Enclosed by tall yew hedges these herbaceous borders were laid out 
by the late Christopher Lloyd. The central feature of the garden is a stone urn 
surrounded by golden wands of Stipa gigantea. 


Left A recently replanted border is punctuated by columns of Rosa Penny Lane 
(= ‘Hardwell’) and planted with leucanthemums, alstroemerias and Calamintha nepeta. 
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Glyndebourne 


In April and May, snaking arcs of clipped box balls enclose plantings of 
tulips and early flowering perennials. Shrubs on an upper terrace at the 
back of the north side of the border have been pruned during the winter so 
that they grow close up against the terrace wall and cascade over the back 
of the border, allowing low-growing perennials to grow underneath them. 

Tall columns of clipped, Portuguese laurel, Prunus lusitanica 
“Myrtifolia, punctuate the opposite side of the border. In an area as long as 
this the repeated patterns made by the laurel and the box help to unify the 
border. In smaller borders, a single plant or groups of plants can have the 
same effect. The laurels also frame the views over the Downs and echo a 
line of Irish yews that divide two of the garden’s expansive lawns. 

The tulips are removed as soon as they have finished flowering, 
leaving room for the herbaceous perennials to fill the spaces. Annuals 
grown by Glyndebourne’s garden team are waiting in the cold frames 
and are planted immediately so that there are is no bare soil. Covering 


the soil mitigates against the damage that can be caused by a 


combinations of the winds that blow across the Downs and the 


unforgiving sun on the dry chalky soil. 


At this time of year most herbaceous plants are low growing, so 


flowering shrubs, such as Magnolia wilsonti and wisteria, trained as a 


free-standing shrub, are used to provide flowers at eye level. Staking 


herbaceous perennials using metal hoops and stems of hazel, grown on 


site for the purpose, starts now before the plants become too tall. [> 


Plants for spring 


1 Wisteria floribunda ‘Geisha’ 
The wisteria is pruned as a shrub 
rather than as a climber and 
creates a curtain that hangs over 
the back of the border. This cultivar 
has very long racemes. 8m. AGM* 
2 Tulipa ‘Ronaldo’ 

The sumptuous, deep-maroon 
flowers have asmoky sheen on the 
petals and look spectacular when 
backlit by low spring sunshine. We 
plant them in groups of 30 or 40. 
40cm. USDA 4a-8bi. 

3 Magnolia wilsonii 

The elegance and rich perfume of 
the flowers compensate for their 
fleeting nature. Regular mulching 
ensures that the shrub thrives on 
the chalky soil that normally it 
would not like. 8m. AGM. RHS H6t. 


4 Persicaria microcephala 

‘Red Dragon’ 

In the spring the shoots are bright, 
polished red but quickly open to 
mounds of plum and grey foliage. 
By the end of the summer its stems 
meander through neighbouring 
plants. 45cm. USDA 5a-8b. 

5 Staphylea pinnata 

This tall shrub acts as a full stop at 
the end of the border. The panicles 
of ivory-white flowers cover the 
plant in May and are sweetly 
scented. 3m. USDA 6a-9b. 

6 Aquilegia atrata 

Allowing Aquilegia to seed itself 
about gives a relaxed, loose feeling 
to the border. Unwanted colours or 
seedling are simply pulled out or 
hoed off. 60cm. USDA 3a-8b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 


‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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Glyndebourne 


By midsummer the border is full and exuberant but needs constant 
attention to keep it looking good. Regular deadheading prolongs the 
flowering of roses and perennials, particularly the daylilies and keeps plants 


looking fresh and tidy. Seedheads are left for as long as possible and only 


removed once they stop being attractive or when they start to fall over. 


The dried spires of the foxtail lilies, Eremurus, and of Nectaroscordum 
siculum often add to the beauty of the border until the end of July. Plants 
that age less gracefully are cut down as soon as they have finished 


flowering. The white cloud of Crambe cordifolia, for example, is removed 


as soon as is it over and its cabbage-like foliage cut back. 


Once again, the spaces that are left are filled with annual plants and 


tender perennials grown by the gardening team. Both groups of plants 


are quick to flower, are usually floriferous and enable us to make subtle 


changes to the border each year. Growing plants ourselves is an import 


aspect of the Glyndebourne gardens: it enables us to use plants that are 


not often commercially available and, by keeping plant miles low, helps 


the organisation’s commitment to reducing its carbon emissions. 


Up to 80,000 people walk along the terrace between May and August 


so we have to choose plants that will soften the edge of the path without 
spilling too far into it, although at the front of the border, adjacent to the 
lawn, we do encourage plants to tumble down the retaining wall. Here 


groups of the long-flowering Rosa Bonica (= ‘Meidomonac’) mingle with 


the self-seeding daisy Erigeron karvinskianus and sprawling sedums. [> 


Plants for midsummer 


1 Digitalis ferruginea 

The upright spires look dramatic 
among the soft domes of box. The 
plant is a short-lived perennial and 
needs to be replaced every three or 
four years. 1.2m. AGM. RHS H7. 

2 Agrostemma githago 
Occasionally, the seedlings of the 
white A. githago ‘Ocean Pearls’ 
throws up a pink plant that 
harmonises well with the colour 
scheme so we leave them. 
50cm-lm. RHS H4. 

3 Hemerocallis ‘Catherine 
Woodbery’ 

Flowers are ephemeral, but the 
plant produces masses over several 
weeks. Regular deadheading is 
necessary to keep the plant looking 
tip-top. 50cm-1m. RHS H4. 


4 Veronicastrum virginicum 
‘Fascination’ 

The lavender blue flowers look 
good against the dark green of the 
laurel columns. Not staking the 
stems brings a lot of movement 

to the border as the plants sway 

in the wind. 1.8m. RHS H7. 

5 Rosa Glyndebourne 
(=‘Harpulse’) 

Bred for Glyndebourne by 
Harkness Roses, this shrub rose 
flowers from May to September. 
Flowers are highly scented. 1.5m. 

6 Allium sphaerocephalon 

Small, claret-coloured flowers wave 
from the tops of slender stems. 
Threaded behind the box balls, they 
accentuate the swirling pattern. 
60cm. RHS H7. USDA 4a-10b. 
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Glyndebourne 


Little SLUIVUNICC! 


By September the Festival is over. Dahlias and late-flowering perennials are 
used extensively but a lot of colour comes from tender perennials and late- 
sown annuals. Many tender perennials, particularly salvias, don’t flower 
well until the end of summer and we use them to replace annuals or to take 
over from perennials that have finished flowering. There’s a temptation to 


sow annuals too early in the year, which means they finish early. We sow 


cosmos and cleome in May and June to produce plants that will flower 


through to October. 


The dominant colours in the border, chosen by Gus Christie’s wife, the 
soprano Danielle de Niese, are purples, pinks, whites and silvers. We do 


stray from these but a restrained palette makes the borders feel more 


relaxing and harmonious. In the autumn we add deep red and cerise from 


plants such as Salvia confertiflora and Persicaria orientalis. 


During the winter a thick mulch of compost is applied over all the 


beds. Shrubs are pruned to encourage maximum flowering and any 


perennials that have shown reduced flowering are rejuvenated by dividing 


them and replanting the fresh new growth. Tulips are planted from late 


November onwards ready for the start of the new season next spring. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 


Glyndebourne's gardens are open to ticket holders for the Glyndebourne 
Festival, which runs from 17 May — 25 August. glyndebourne.com. 


For the chance to win two tickets for Mozart's Don Giovanni at this year’s 
Festival, on 13 July 2014, together with programme book (total prize value 
£450), visit gardensillustrated.com. Closing date 30 April 2014. T&Cs apply. 


Plants for late summer 


1 Cleome hassleriana 

‘Rose Queen’ 

The fragrant, spidery flowers of 
cleome look good even into 
October. The flowers of this cultivar 
fade from dark pink to pale pink, 
giving a two-tone effect. 1.2m. 

2 Salvia guaranitica 

‘Blue Enigma’ 

Tender perennial that has dark-blue 
flowers and almost-black calyces. 
Take cuttings or cut back the plant, 
dig it up and store in a greenhouse 
over the winter. 2.5m. RHS H4. 

3 Persicaria orientalis 
Animposing annual that is 

draped with cerise tassels. Seed 
needs to be sown early or in 
November and overwintered 

in a greenhouse. 2.5m. 


4 Dahlia ‘Bishop of Leicester’ 
Dark purple, almost black, 

matt foliage with pale lilac 
flowers. The tubers are planted 
deep and left in the ground 

over winter. 90-1.2m. 

5 Sedum ‘Carl’ 

Acompact plant that doesn't 
have a tendancy to flop open 

in the way that a lot of sedums do. 
Starts flowering in August and 
continues through to October. 
30cm. AGM. USDA 4a-11. 

6 Aster novi-belgii ‘Professor 
Anton Kippenberg’ 

Acompact aster that grows into 
tall domes of small daisy-like 
flowers. It starts flowering in 
September and continues until 
itis hit by frosts. 35cm. 
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In brief 


What Auriculas belong to the genus Primula, 

which contains around 500 species. 

Origins Auriculas are cultivars of Primula 

auricula and hybrids between the alkaline-loving 

Primula auricula and the acid-loving P. hirsuta $ - ay 
(P. x pubescens). Further breeding with P. carniolica 

and P. marginata has also taken place. 

Season Flower between March and May. tn, 
Size Up to 20cm. 
Conditions Cool roots, sharp drainage 
and an open airy situation with protection 
from heavy rain. 


Artelas: 


With their array of jewel-like colours, auriculas have 
long captured the imagination of avid growers — and 
these doubled-flowered forms are twice as lovely 


WORDS VAL BOURNE PHOTOGRAPHS SABINA RUBER 


PRIMULA AURICULA ‘FRED BOOLEY’ 
A blue-purple double that was bred by 
Derek Salt in 1999 — across between 

P auricula ‘Quatro’ and P auricula ‘Sarah 
Lodge’ Vigorous and easy, it increases 
well and even small plants produce 
flowers. It's frequently exhibited. 

15cm. USDA 3b-8bt. 


Val Bourne is a 
garden writer 
and lecturer and 
judges plant trials 
at RHS Wisley 


tHardiness ratings 
given where available. 


plant profile auriculas 


here’s nothing quite as lovely as a 

crimped and frosted double auricula 

rising from a pristine terracotta pot 
set on a stylish plant theatre. Mine are 
carefully arranged against a sheltered, almost 
sunless, west-facing wall so that I can see 
them from my kitchen window. This raises 
them up, making them look even more 
spectacular. They delight me every spring, 
especially if the weather is cool and damp. 
Auriculas are members of the Primula genus, 
and like many primulas they sulk in heat. 
Double-flowered forms hate being drenched 
as the moisture clings to their petals; single 
forms shrug off the raindrops fairly well. 

Auriculas have a fascinating history. They 
have been admired in Britain for more than 
400 years. John Gerard, writing in his Herball 
of 1597, listed a modest five but by 1629 John 
Parkinson was able to describe far more 
including striped ones. Soon there would be 
hundreds on offer in every colour because 
one of the natural parents, P. hirsuta, produces 
a colourful pigment (named hirsutin) that 
produces reds and blues. When mixed with 
yellow, handed down from P. auricula, a 
rainbow of colours appeared in several 
different flower forms to produce the hybrid 
P. x pubescens. It’s a miracle how two plain, 
single-flowered Alpines produced such 
stunning offspring. 

Mystery surrounds their arrival in Britain. 
Some believe these decorative plants were 
introduced by Flemish weavers who fled here 
in the late 16th century to escape religious 
persecution. Others think they arrived, like 
many other plants, through exchanges 
between British plantsmen and their 
continental counterparts. First seen in the 
gardens of the prosperous, they soon cascaded 
out to those of more modest means. Anyone 
who grows auriculas will know they produce 
clusters that demand division. Start with five 
and you will soon end up with 50 and be 
forced into giving them away, which is part of 
their appeal — or should that be addiction? [> 
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[> Flowers come in silver, green or black. 
Many are crisply edged like freshly starched 
collars, perfection and poise in one. Others 
resemble double roses or camellias in 
miniature. Sometimes they’re are silvered 
with a powder (called farina), as if a 
magician had waved his wand. But, their 
story involves more human endeavour, 
than supernatural trickery. 

Their heyday occurred in the 1870s in 
Yorkshire and Lancashire. The cooler 
conditions close to the Pennines suited 
them well and they took up little room in 
the tiny backyards of rapidly expanding 
towns and cities. Seeds were easy to collect 
and the open flowers could be readily 
crossed by using a rabbit’s tail to transfer 
the pollen. And what variety the seedlings 
offered. They were the perfect florist’s 
flower, grown and bred for decoration with 
exhibition and rivalry in mind. Enthusiasts 
carried their prize plants in wooden racks 
on their backs, rather like a rucksack, as 
they walked to local shows. The pots were 
dropped into holes in the shelves to keep 
them secure and covered with a roof — 
wooden structures that inspired auricula 
theatres. The shows were noisy affairs, held 
at local inns, with lots of banter. Outside a 
large copper kettle — the main prize — 
advertised the show. Inside, plants were 
passed from hand to hand round the table 
and once the winner was chosen, a feast 
ensued, washed down by much ale. 

Over time it became clear that fairer 
judging and more serious, quieter shows 
were called for. Cue the National Auricula 
Society. This was founded by a keen 
exhibitor, the Rev FD Horner, and held its 
first exhibition in Manchester in 1873. 
Three years later an exhibition at the 
Crystal Palace in London displayed more 
than 1,000 auriculas of every type, 
stimulating great interest nationwide. 
Enthusiasm for auriculas may have waned 
since, but the National Auricula and 
Primula Society is still going strong (the 
word primula was added to include new 
Asian introductions of primula in the early 
20th century). Exhibitors still grow for 
shows, which are hotly contested, but lots 
of gardeners like me love them too. 
Thankfully, there are excellent nurseries 
supplying good plants, but you must join 
the society (auriculaandprimula.org.uk) if 
you want to acquire the new and rare. 


+ Val’s recommendations for auriculas 
continue over the next six pages. 
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P_AURICULA ‘SWORD’ 

An eye-catching, green-edged double with 
tight green flowers marked in red. Easy and 
prolific, it sells on sight. Cross between 
P.auricula ‘Fleminghouse’ and P. auricula 
‘Prague: Raised by Derek Salt in 1990. 10-15cm. 


P AURICULA ‘FANTASIA’ 

Dusted in silver-white powder (known as 
farina) this double has deep-red, stripy petals. 
Bred by Ken Whorton in 1999, it is a cross 
between an unknown seedling and P auricula 
‘Frank Bailey’ One for the enthusiast. 10-15cm. 


P. AURICULA ‘LADY DAY’ 

Adeep-purple, almost inky, double with 
wavy petals. Raised by Laura Pickin in 2000 
and a cross between the double pale-yellow 
P auricula ‘Helena Dean’ and P auricula 
‘Kirklands’ 10-15cm. 


P. AURICULA ‘BRIMSTONE AND TREACLE’ 
Mealy flowers dusted in silver, with brown and 
yellow petals and one of the few doubles with 
striping. Sturdy and willing to flower, it was 
raised by Allan Guest and used as a parent for 
others as it produces pollen. 10-15cm. 


plant profile auriculas 


P. AURICULA ‘WILLIAM GUNN’ 
Rich orange-to-chestnut brown 
double with frosting on the flowers 
and pale leaves. Raised by Randall 
Dee in 1999. Its compact 
inflorescences make it popular 
with exhibitors. 10-15cm. 


P. AURICULA ‘SNOW MAIDEN’ 
A double with pure white flowers with 
alime-green base. Raised by Randall 
Dee in 1997 from the same cross as 
‘Ilona’ (pictured opposite). Easy and 
prolific, producing a good truss of 
flowers, usually with seven to nine 
pips (flowers). 10-12cm. 


P. AURICULA ‘LINCOLN IMP’ 

A pale apricot, cream and brown double with 
araspberry dash. It was raised in 1996 by 
Derek Salt, who has bred a Lincoln series. 
Unsurprisingly, this beautiful auricula has 
won five Premier Medals to date. 10-15cm. 
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P._AURICULA ‘GAIA’ 

A fully double buff-to-lemon coloured auricula 
known for its vigour. Raised by Martin Sheader 
in 1974, originally developed by Florence Bellis 
of Barnhaven Primroses — using ‘Lady Jane’ 
crossed with ‘Billy Pigg: 10-15cm. 


P. AURICULA ‘ILONA’ 

Creamy white with just a hint of green. Bred by 
Randall Dee in 1997 from ‘Seamist’ and ‘Helena 
Dean’ and named after the daughter of one of 
his friends. Won the seedling class at the 
Midland Auricula Show of 2001. 10-15cm. 


P. AURICULA ‘PIGLET’ 
This cross between ‘Pink Fondant’ and ‘Nona’ 


has neatly formed, bright-pink flowers with a 
hint of green. Raised by Derek Salt in 2001, 
this strong auricula is one of the frilliest pinks 
of all. It is also highly fragrant. 10-15cm. 


plant profile auriculas 


From single florists’ 
flower to fancy double 


Colourful auriculas were first officially 
recorded in 1875 by the Alpine botanist 
Anton Joseph Kerner, who found them 
growing near Innsbruck where acid 
rocks overlap with limestone. That said, 
the plants were certainly known by the 
16th-century botanist Johann Aicholz 
and by the end of the century had made 
their way into the gardens of the 
wealthy English. But it was the Florists’ 
Societies, formed in the 18th and 19th 
centuries — often run by working men — 
that refined auriculas into the seductive 
beauties we grow today. 

Although there are paintings and 
descriptions of double-flowered forms 
among the earliest auriculas, these 
disappeared from cultivation in the 17th 
century. At the end of the 1950s some 
doubling began to appear in the USA 
and seeds from these strains became 
available in Britain in the 1960s. Initially, 
British doubles came in subdued 
colours, such as cream, pale-pink, violet 
and yellow, but brighter ones followed. 

Although some doubles can be 
difficult and a little miffy, others are ideal 
for beginners. The vigorous, lilac-blue 
double ‘Fred Booley’ (see page 59) is so 
easy to keep that it dominates my 
collection. While the coffee-coloured 
‘Trouble’ is another perfect starter plant. 
The cool-pink ‘Susannah ‘is also easy, 
with quartered rose-like flowers with a 
hint of purple and cream. ‘Nymphi a 
prize-winning double cream, and 
‘Golden Splendour’ a burnished 
mustard-gold with a hint of white, are 
also good for beginners. If you are a 
novice, it’s always worth asking nursery 
owners which ones are the toughies. 


Cultivation, pests 


and diseases 
Most auriculas are best grown in round 
pots, but it’s important to keep the 
roots cool. Plastic pots are ideal, 
although when displayed, auriculas 
look better if you pop the plastic pot 
into a slightly larger terracotta one. 
The recommended potting 
medium for plastic pots is one third 
John Innes No.2, one third peat and 
one third horticultural grit. A top 
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dressing of coarse grit looks attractive, 
but may encourage mould so remove it 
in summer to expose the compost. 

Water from the top of the pot. 
Keep pots as dry as possible between 
October and February preferably in 
an airy unheated greenhouse or cold 
frame. Keep your plants moist, but not 
waterlogged, between March and June. 
Keep watering to a bare minimum in 
July and August, especially in hot 
weather. If your plants show wilting 
leaves in high summer move them into 
cooler shade, don't drench them. 

Repot each year after flowering into 
clean pots and check for vine weevil. 
One treatment of nematodes (vine 
weevil killer) in April should be enough. 
When repotting, add a slow-release 
tablet, such as Baby Bio, to feed each 
pot but avoid overfeeding. 

Divide after flowering, if need be. 
Break into pieces and trim the long 
roots and tap root with scissors so that 
you have a stump between 2.5cm and 
5cm long. Half fill the pot with compost, 
put in your plant, then back fill. Label 
and water. Place divisions in shade, 
keeping them only slightly moist. 

Auriculas are easy to grow from 
seed. Collect ripe pods in late summer. 
Sow seed immediately or store and sow 
in the last week of January. Use ordinary 
seed-sowing compost, and cover with 
5mm of grit. Cover with a sheet of glass 
and keep cool. Expect sporadic 
germination. Around mid-April, 
transplant seedlings into small pots. 


Where to see and buy 


* Crescent Plants 
Tel 01432 880262, auriculas.co.uk 


Field House Alpines 
Tel 0115 983 0278 


Hillview 
Tel 01746 716454, 
hillviewhardyplants.com 


Pop’s Plants 
Tel 01725 511421, popsplants.com 


W&S Lockyer 
Tel 020 8660 1336 (catalogue only) 


Woottens of Wenhaston 
Tel 01502 478258, 
woottensplants.com 
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P. AURICULA ‘PASSING CLOUD’ 
This loosely formed, cool white is another 
Randall Dee seedling from ‘Seamist’ and 


‘Helena Dean’ raised from the same seedpod 


as ‘Ilona’ in 1997. Before this, good white 
doubles were virtually unheard of. 10-15cm. 


P._AURICULA ‘PINK FONDANT’ 


A frilly, mauve-pink double raised by Tim Coop 


in 1979 from Barnhaven seed. This is one of 
the easiest doubles to start your collection 
with and you'll often find it for sale at auricula 
nurseries and shows. 10-15cm. 


P. AURICULA ‘JOANNE’ 

A dusted, two-tone red and purple double 
raised by Derek Salt in 2000. Unknown 
seedling crossed with P auricula ‘Walton 
Heath! Don't confuse it with the single 
auricula of the same name. 10-15cm. 


P. AURICULA ‘BELLA’ 

A pale double bred by Ken Whorton in 
1976 by crossing ‘Calypso’ with ‘Helena 
Dean’. Widely grown, itis gentle on the 
eye with softly formed flowers that look 
like small camellias. 10-15cm. 
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P. AURICULA ‘EXCALIBUR’ 

A pretty, flouncy double in 

shades of deep-pink to mauve, 

showing some yellow inside. 

Bred in 1988 by Les Allen, it be 
a 

often has paler outer petals 


ringing the newer, darker petals 
in the middle. Easy. 10-15cm. 


plant profile auriculas 
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Gregory Long 


He's the man with the knack of making organisations work for specialists and 
public alike, and he’s now bringing horticulture to life for New Yorkers 


WORDS PAULA DEITZ PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


T his year Gregory Long, 67, is celebrating 25 years at 
the helm of the New York Botanical Garden (NYBG). 
Large picture windows in his corner office overlook 
the 17th-century virgin forest in the Bronx where, inspired 
by their honeymoon visit to the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, the botanists Nathaniel Lord Britton and his wife 
Elizabeth founded the garden in 1891. During Gregory’s 
tenure as the eighth president of NYBG, the 250-acre garden, 
bisected by the Bronx River, has been totally revitalised 
through a series of three seven-year plans, during which its 
main, glass-domed Enid A Haupt Conservatory was restored 
along with the construction of new utilitarian glasshouses, a 
visitors’ centre, a handsome rehousing of its vast library and 
herbarium, and the creation of individual display gardens. 

Sitting on his office work table is his grandmother’s 
porcelain Imari cachepot, which he once broke and glued 
together as a child. It is a genuine touchstone with his past in 
Kansas City, Missouri, where he was born into what he 
describes as a “plain Presbyterian Calvinist family” and where 
he recalls memorable childhood visits to the city’s Nelson- 
Atkins Museum of Art. He was still young when the family 
moved to Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he spent his school 
years before leaving home for New York University. There, as a 
polite student radical, he thrived in its international community 
of scholars destined, he thought, for a career as an art historian 
specialising in the early Italian Renaissance. 

Instead he found a niche in arts administration starting at 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in the midst of its challenging 
centenary year of 1970, which was at the advent of its populous 
wave. Fine art’s loss was New York City’s gain. Following a stint 
at the Brooklyn Museum, he oversaw development at the 
American Museum of Natural History and then became deputy 
director of the New York Zoological Society (now the Wildlife 
Conservation Society, or Bronx Zoo). In each case, he left in his 
wake tremendous growth and more public engagement. 

His initiatives during his seven-year tenure as vice president 
of the New York Public Library transformed this research 
institution into an active cultural Mecca with a solid 
endowment, and by the time the NYBG came calling, he had 
come to think of himself as the good second man on the job 
who can make a place work both for the specialists who defined 
the organisation and the public at large. But NYBG’s offer was 


irresistible, and he understood, as a scholar himself, the urgency 
of its mission as a research institution “to protect the natural 
world and save endangered species”. Although he’s not a trained 
horticulturist or botanist, Gregory has become — having, he 
says, fallen under the spell of British Arts and Crafts gardening — 
a prominent gardener at his farmhouse in the Hudson River 
Valley town of Ancram in Upstate New York. (He indulged his 
love of architecture in his 2004 book, Historic Houses of the 
Hudson River Valley 1663-1915, about to be reissued.) 

As with the other 19th-century institutions to which he’s 
been linked, Gregory has revitalised NYBG and enhanced its 
international reputation in part by re-establishing its historic 
collections and creating new ones, as well as by making basic 
scientific research more accessible to the lay person. In the 
grand tradition of the garden’s early years, he has focused on 
regional architects and landscape designers to refurbish and 
expand its 1901 Beaux-Arts Library building, and to create 
new and restore old gardens within the rolling acres of wooded 
landscape. He sees NYBG as a neutral, apolitical platform where 
all kinds of people meet each other; a community of inclusion 
located, as a plus, in New York City’s least-affluent borough. 

Gregory relishes the garden’s innovative exhibitions of 
horticulture as cultural history. After researching and then 
installing plant displays in the Conservatory that are based 
around historical figures, such as Emily Dickinson, Charles 
Darwin and Claude Monet, or places, including Padua and the 
Alhambra, NYBG embellishes the visual experience with 
related lectures, literary displays and musical programmes. 
This makes horticulture come alive for the public. 


NEXT MONTH 
Nigel Colborn, the former presenter of Gardeners’ World, who 
was awarded the RHS Victoria Medal of Honour in 2013. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Groundbreakers: Great American Gardens & The Women 

Who Designed Them, the NYBG’'s summer exhibition, will 
explore the accomplishments of the women who emerged 
as influential landscape architects, designers, and garden 

photographers and writers in the early 20th century. 

17 May — 7 September, nybg.org 


He sees NYBG as an apolitical platform where all kinds of people meet 
each other; a community of inclusion, located in NYC’s least-affluent borough 


horticultural who’s who 


Front garc 


We often neglect the space at 


the front of our house yet itsets the = 
tone for our home. Here are three 


designs for different settings 


Adam Frost is a 
garden designer 
and TV presenter. 
Five of his most 
recent designs for 
the RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show have 
won gold medals. 


Country garden 


The style and planting for this garden is a 
combination of English country house 

and cottage garden — just the type of 
planting my old boss Geoff Hamilton loved. 
The garden is quite simple in design. It’s been 
divided into three spaces, using curved bands 
of Yorkstone that have been designed both to 
slow your journey to the door and persuade 
you to engage more with the planting. A 
second, narrower path helps break the space 
and also provides access to the borders. 

The structured planting is created by 
domes and hedges of Taxus baccata, together 
with a canopy of shaped Crataegus persimilis 
‘Prunifolia. These provide the space with 
architectural interest throughout the year. 

Within this framework the planting is 
romantic and feminine in style. Sumptuous 
swathes of rose, iris and geranium are 
combined with grasses — all creating a 
feeling of exuberance. 


We've also used a lot of self-seeding plants. 


I love the feel they provide, but understand 
that many people worry about them taking 
over their garden, so I sometimes just provide 
the look by random placing of a group after 
my main planting has taken place. Here they 
are scattered through the scheme. 

Features also work hard. The curve to the 
seat complements the garden’s flow as well as 
providing somewhere to sit, while the water- 
filled stone urn acts as a focal point and also 
helps attract wildlife into the garden. 
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Osmunda regalis 
Fronds are oblong and spores 
appear as flowers that are 
initially green, then turn 
orange-brown. Likes moist soil 
and is great near a pond. Will 
reach up to 1.5m high. AGM*. 


Aruncus dioicus 

An elegant plant with lovely, 
fluffy, cream spikes. Its fern- 
like leaves make it great for a 
semi-shady spot. It prefers 
sitting in moist soil. Will grow 
to 1.5m ina season. RHS H7*. 


Aconitum ‘Spark’s Variety’** 
Upright herbaceous perennial 
with branching spikes of 
hooded, violet-blue flowers 
and glossy leaves. Known as 
‘queen of poisons’ so handle 
with care. 1.5m. AGM. 


PLANT PORTRAITS FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: NATURAL VISIONS / ALAMY; DAVE 
BEVAN / GAP PHOTOS; JOHN GLOVER / ALAMY; MARTIN HUGHES-JONES / 
THE GARDEN COLLECTION; STEFFEN HAUSER / BOTANIKFOTO / ALAMY 


planting & design solutions 


1 Yorkstone paving 

For me, nothing says English country 
garden more than English Yorkstone and 
I love the various textures that can be 
applied from brushed to shot sawn — all 
giving a different feel. 


2 Picking or maintenance path 

This slightly smaller path is just wide 
enough to give you a steady foot in a 

border — allowing you to cut flowers, pick 
fruit or pull up a weed — once all planting is 
complete and in full bloom. It’s not intended 
to stand out but will come in very handy. 


3 Stone feature 

It’s great to find something different or 
unusual just to stamp your personality on 

to a garden — just like choosing a work of art. 


Garden suitable for all aspects except 


Here te cle Zeta onencoumvide Here a stone urn not only looks beautiful 


but attracts wildlife to the garden. 


4 Seating 

Our front gardens are not usually somewhere 
we tend to spend a lot of time. Here we’ve 
placed a seat made of English oak to draw 
you into the space, even if only for a few 
minutes. It helps you look at your garden 

in a different light. 


5 Hedges 

We don’t always think about our boundaries 
as being part of our design but here the yew 
(Taxus baccata) hedges really help to pull the 
garden together. And by clipping them into 
an interesting curve they also echo the fluid 
lines of the paving. 


Planting options 


Sesleria ‘Greenlee’ 


Rosa ‘Kew Rambler’ 
Charming wild rose anda 
good worker. Produces plenty 
of lovely soft pink flowers that 
show off against their golden 
centre. Happy to take semi- 
shade. 3m. USDA Yat. 


Coming to a Chelsea 


Lovely semi-evergreen grass, 
happy in sun or light shade, 
the flowers are a soft white 
that appear in summer. 


garden very soon. 30cm. 


Allthese plants work = 15cm from the base. * Tellima grandiflora Shrubs 
happily in sun and 1Im.AGM. RHS H7. Ideal ground cover for * Cotinus coggygria 
general garden soil. * Cirsium rivulare shade orsun.80cm. ‘Young Lady’ 


Other plants 

+ Adiantum aleuticum 
Beautifully delicate 
but quite a toughie. 
10cm. AGM. 

+ Astrantia major 
“Star of Billion’ 
Pretty pin cushion- 
like flowers May 

— September. 
60-80cm. 

* Campanula 
‘Burghaltii’ 

Spikes of tubular 
purple flowers reach 


‘Atropurpureum’ 
Crimson thistle-type 
flowers. 1.5m. RHS H7. 
* Geranium phaeum 
‘Lily Lovell’ 

Delicate violet flower 
with a beautiful white 
eye. 60-70cm. 

* Iris sibirica ‘Flight 

of Butterflies’ 

Will grow in good, 
moist garden soils. 
90cm. 

* Rosa pimpinellifolia 
Arose that screams 
beauty. 90cm. 


Self-seeding plants 
+ Aquilegia ‘Dove’ 
(Songbird Series) 
Works well drifting 
through a border. 
50cm. AGM. RHS H5. 
+ Digitalis lutea 
Pale-yellow flowers 
from early summer. 
1m. AGM. 

+ Thalictrum delavayi 
Delicate lilac flowers 
with cream stamens 
above green-grey, 
fern-like foliage. 1.2m. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. ** Toxic, use with care. ‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


Cloud-like seedhead 
carries well into 
autumn. 1.8m. AGM. 
* Rosa multiflora 
Mass of single white 
flowers. 1.2m. 

+ Taxus baccata** 
Great for herbaceous 
borders. 12m. AGM. 


Tree 

+ Crataegus persimilis 
‘Prunifolia’ 

Pretty, white flowers 
spring; rich, red leaves 
autumn. 4-8m. AGM. 
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Suburban garden 


The winter floods helped to highlight the 
environmental damage caused by the trend of 
giving over front gardens to cars and parking. 
But it’s not just rain run-off we're losing by 
abandoning front gardens, it’s the sense of 


community we gain from pottering where 
neighbours might pass. This is designed 

for those who not only want a beautiful 
garden to enjoy themselves but also one 
that will contribute something special to 
their neighbourhood. It shows how even the 
smallest space can be inviting. 

Its design is simple but architecturally 
strong in layout, with a series of overlapping 
rectangles that provide a great sense of 
direction towards the front door. The path 
across the rectangular pool, which is fed 
by a stepped-stone water feature, provides 
a drawbridge-like quality. Storage space 
is provided by a log-store seat and a slim 
cupboard, which is given a green roof to 
provide a habitat for wildlife. 

The strong layout and planting of Ilex 
crenata hedges and multi-stemmed 
amelanchier trees provide height 
and privacy as well as year-round 
structure. This creates a simple and 
low-maintenance framework of four 
beds that can be planted individually. 
Although I have used the strong 
shapes of the Rodgersia podophylla and 
Euphorbia schillingii that play against 
the other smaller ferns, the beds can be 
planted up in many different ways, so 
have some fun with them. 


Key plants for a suburban garden 


Euphorbia schillingii Gymnocarpium dryopteris Centranthus ruber Rodgersia podophylla Luzula nivea 


PLANT PORTRAITS FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: JO WHITWORTH / GAP PHOTOS; STEFFEN 
HAUSER / BOTANIKFOTO / ALAMY; MAXINE ADCOCK / GAP PHOTOS; MANUELA 
GOEHNER / GAP PHOTOS; MARTIN HUGHES-JONES / THE GARDEN COLLECTION: 


FLORAPIX / ALAMY; ANDREA JONES / COURTESY BINNY PLANTS. 


A lovely spurge. Pale green Acreeping, deciduous fern var. coccineus Handsome foliage, chestnut- Fine evergreen clumps 
leaves have a paler vein in the with triangular fronds up to Mediterranean plant that sits shaped leaves with creamy of narrow, dark-green leaves 
centre. Reaches 1m-plus with about 20cm in length. Lovely happily in an English garden white flowers in clusters carry quite graceful clusters 
large, pale-yellow flower in fresh-looking green. In the setting. Sometimes looks a along the branch-like stems. of white flowers and provides 
mid-summer that can reach right conditions makes great little unruly but can be cut Loves good, moist soil and good ground cover. Happy in 
20cm across. AGM. RHS Hd. ground cover. 50cm. AGM. back after flowering. 90cm. tolerates shade. 90cm-1.2m. some shade. 60cm. 
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planting & design solutions 


1 Storage 

Finding somewhere dry to store logs can be a 
problem. Here a wooden bench doubles as a 
log store — creating a seat that is attractive and 
practical. A second storage area near the door 
hides away bins and the addition of a green 
roof helps create a natural wildlife habitat. 


2 Water feature 

Three, simple trays of stone, built into the 
wall, drop down into a lower pool, providing 
both visual interest and a tranquil sound. 
Add some simple uplighting, so that when 
the water dances in the evening, the wall will 
become a moving picture. 


3 Amelanchier tree 

An amelanchier (see page 20) is a beautiful 
tree that would complement any small space. 
Its oval, bronze-coloured leaves mature to a 
dark green, before a fantastic autumn show 
of red and orange. On top of that, you are 
provided with a display of lovely white spring 
flowers that later turn to red fruits. 


4 llex hedging 

Ilex hedging provides year-long structure to 
your garden, and is a good alternative to box 
where box blight is a problem. Planting across 


Geranium phaeum var. 
phaeum ‘Samobor’ 

This geranium has lovely 
evergreen foliage, which 
carries a dark chocolate 
blotch. Works well with so 
many things. Im. RHS H4. 


East-facing garden: 7.5m long x 6m wide 


Trollius x cultorum 
‘New Moon’ 


Creamy yellow, double flowers 


in late spring/early summer. 


Grows well in a sunny or part- 


shaded border, or edge of 
moist woodland. 60cm. 


Planting options 


Allthese plants like 
moisture-retentive 
soil and semi-shade. 


Other plants 

* Asplenium 
scolopendrium 
Great evergreen plant 
with arching leaves. 
60cm. AGM. 

+ Astrantia major 
‘Large White’ 

White flowers 

that just seem to 
goonandon. 
50cm-1m. 

+ Briza media 
Ornamental grass 
with nodding flowers 


that seem to hang 
from thin wires. 
60cm. USDA 4a-8b. 
+ Darmera peltata 
Large-leaved, clump- 
forming plants with 
pale pink flowers in 
April before leaves 
open in May. Likes 
good, moist soil. 


1-1.5m. AGM. RHS H6. 


+ Epimedium x 


youngianum ‘Niveum’ 


Acompact ground- 
cover plant with 
delicate leaves and 
stems of white or 
pale-pink, nodding 
flowers. 20cm. 


* Geum rivale ‘Album’ 
Happy in moist soil 
and will tolerate a 
good amount of 
shade. Looks lovely 
at edge of woodland. 
Attractive, nodding, 
bell-shaped flowers. 
30-50cm. AGM. 


Shrubs 

* Euonymus alatus 
Lovely structure, 
which means it also 
looks great in winter. 
Slightly spreading 
habit, but can be 
contained with light 
pruning. 2m. RHS H4. 


the garden really draws your attention into 
the borders as you move along the path. 


5 Coursed brickwork 

By adding just a little detail in a simple path 
you can provide an added element and focal 
interest. In this garden we have used 5cm, 
6.5cm and 10cm widths to create the effect. 


+ Ilex crenata 

Looks similar to 

box hedge but is less 
prone to pests and 
diseases. 4m. 

+ Viburnum carlesii 
White and pink 
fragrant flowers. Dark- 
green leaves turna 
lovely red in autumn. 
1.8-2.5m. RHS H6. 


Tree 

+ Amelanchier 
lamarckii 

Can be planted close 
to a building so great 
choice for a front 
garden. 12m. AGM. 
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Urban garden 


I’ve always been greatly inspired by the work 
of the late American architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright. He loved working with concrete and 
it creates a wonderful modernist feel to this 
garden. Concrete is one of the most versatile 
and abundant building materials and is 
under used in its poured state. In this garden 
it’s used to reflect the urban environment 
and the surrounding buildings. But despite 
the concrete the garden is still an important 
wildlife corridor, providing food and shelter 
to all kinds of beneficial insects and wildlife. 

Poured concrete paving gives the space 
strong form and direction helping to create 
a comfortable area through which to move 
and make the garden feel wider than it is. To 
counterbalance the hardscape the planting 
is intended to be nearly wild in appearance 
as if a little overgrown, which is achieved by 
heavy planting and a more or less ‘survival 
of the fittest’ attitude. Gaps have been 
left between the paving so that 
Soleirolia soleirolii and Alchemilla 
erythropoda can be introduced, 
helping to create a wildlife 
corridor in this urban scape. 

The bird bath and feeding table 
both act as focal points, while the 
timber of the fencing and seating 
bench adds a touch of softness. 

A final twist to this planting is that 
many of the plants used also have a 
culinary use — so as you return home 
after a hard day’s work, your garden can 
help inspire your evening meal. 


West-facing garden: 7.5m long x 6m wide 


Filipendula ulmaria Soleirolia soleirolii Origanum vulgare Deschampsia cespitosa Alchemilla erythropoda 


PLANT PORTRAITS FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: FLORAPIX / ALAMY: LEE AVISON / 
GAP PHOTOS; NICOLA STOCKEN TOMKINS / THE GARDEN COLLECTION; 
ROBERT MABIC / GAP PHOTOS; MARK BOLTON / GAP PHOTOS: JASON INGRAM 


Carries lovely, fluffy flowerson Creeping perennial with tiny Oregano has pale purple Densely tufted evergreen Comes in handy for any small 
stems of 1m in June — July. rounded leaves. Looks pretty flowers and produces seed grass, great for a wildflower gap. It is aneat clump-forming 
Happy in a moisture-retentive in cracks in paving, but can July — October. The oval meadow. Dainty, purple plant with a lime-green flower, 
soil and will seed freely. A soon get out of control, leaves hold strong flavour that spikelets provide movement just looks like a mini A. mollis. 
great plant for creating a especially if grown in the lawn. works beautifully with tomato, and colour from summer into Grows to 15cm. A super filler. 
natural look. Im. RHS H4. 10cm x Im. RHS H3. garlic and olive oil. 50cm-1m. autumn. Im. RHS H4. AGM. RHS H5. 


72 


Chaerophyllum hirsutum 
‘Roseum’ 
Fine, fern-like foliage and 
lovely umbellifer flower in soft 
pink. Can reach up to about 
1min moist, fertile soil in sun 
or part shade. RHS H7. 


Planting options 


All these plants sit 
comfortably in shade 
or semi-shade and 
good garden soil. 


Other plants 

+ Matteuccia 
struthiopteris 
Deciduous 
shuttlecock fern 
whose lacy leaves can 
be added to a salad 
1-1.5m. AGM. 

+ Primula vulgaris 
Low, leafy, white- 
flowered perennial, 
Great in salads and 
with roast meats. 
10cm. AGM. 


* Rumex sanguineus 
Red-veined sorrel with 
leaves that reach up 
to 15cm long. Edible. 
*Valeriana officinalis 
The root can be used 
in anumber of herbal 
remedies. 1.8m. 


Shrubs 

* Corylus avellana 
Grows well as a 
multi-stemmed tree. 
Provides great hazel 
sticks for garden use. 
3m. RHS H6. 

* Cornus mas 

Yellow flowers in 
February are followed 


by edible berries and 


lovely autumn display. 


9m. USDA 4a-8b. 

+ Salix elaeagnos 
subsp. angustifolia 

A bushy upright 
shrub with rosemary- 
like leaves. Can be 
controlled by stalling 
every or every other 
year. 2.5-4m. AGM. 


Tree 

* Sorbus vilmorinii 
Ornamental tree 
that provides a 
great display 
throughout the year. 
9m. USDA 4a-8b. 


planting & design solutions 


1 Concrete 

It may have a bad reputation, but concrete is 
a wonderful material to work with, especially 
when polished. Here the direction of the 
paving gives strong movement and makes the 
space feel larger. With concrete you can play 
with shapes and sizes that you couldn't 
achieve with standard paving. 


2 Bug hotel seating 

The base of this timber bench seat is made 
from poured concrete, but the bug house 
detail provides a home for insects as well as 
adding visual interest. You could place a drilled 
log in your borders to achieve a similar effect. 


3 Focal points 

The bird-feeding bowl, which sits ona 
concrete drainpipe, draws your attention into 
the garden from the street, whereas the water 
bowl's main focal pull is from the front door. 


4 Fencing 

With a little thought your boundaries can 
become a major part of your design. Here 

the timber relates back to the architecture 
and wooden detail of the house. The fence has 
been designed with an open feel so that it 
gives the garden a sense of space and helps 
to link it with the neighbouring landscape. 


5 Lighting 

When thinking about lighting, don’t just 
consider the security aspect. By using clever 
up or downlighting you can create a 
welcoming atmosphere that will enable you to 
enjoy your garden in the evenings. 


Designing front gardens 


¢ Don’t over indulge and keep your 
garden simple. Your garden needs 
to blend harmoniously with the rest 
of the street. Consider your 
neighbours before you start any 
major redesign, especially if you’re 
putting up fences and hedges that 
will impact on adjacent gardens. 


¢ When choosing materials, keep it 
simple and don’t over confuse the 
palette. Try to reference the style 
of existing features to give your 
garden a real sense of space. 
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Christien has filled thi 10 ig boner ar 
with some of her favourite tulips, 5? 
including ‘Fringed Family; ‘Flaming 
Purissima; ‘Swan Wings;‘Rai;, 
‘Ronaldo; ‘Black Parrot; ‘Uncle’*Tom’, 
‘Purple Rain’ and ‘Blue Champion’ 


In brief 


Name Huys en Hof. 

What Private garden, but with a shop and atelier 
where the owners organise workshops. 

Where Buggenunmz,, in the southern province 

of Limburg, the Netherlands. 

Size 1.2 acres. 

Soil Heavy, alluvial clay. The garden is in the 
river Meuse floodplain. 

eT Less ii ta than most Dutch 


colder. R Rainfall ne low: 


2a thousands of tls. tessentially Dutch, 


VO reac 


Pee sibe 


When Christien and Jan.Reinders found their dream 


i hore in-the southern Netherlands, they set about restoring 
“its garden along classic Dutch farmhouse lines 


WORDS SIMONE VAN HEININGEN PHOTOGRAPHS MAAYKE DE RIDDER 


The border at the foot of the Fagus 
sylvatica hedge is planted with 
deep purple and lilac Tulipa 
‘Ronaldo; ‘Black Parrot’ ‘Uncle 
Tom; ‘Purple Flag’ and ‘Passionate’. 


n 1926, disaster struck in the Dutch 
village of Buggenum. Here, in the floodplain 
of the river Meuse, the locals were used to 
flooding, but that year the waters rose to more 
than 46m above the ‘mean sea level: The small 
community had had enough and decided to 
‘simply raise the soil level of the entire village. 

This is when the steps that led up to the 
doors of the farmhouses along Holstraat 
disappeared from view. One of those typical 
‘long gabled’ farmhouses — a rectangle, 
perpendicular to the road, with home, stables 
and shed all under one roof, and a stretched 
plot of land along one side and at the back — is 
owned by Christien and Jan Reinders. They 
bought the house and a plot of land in 1994, 
renting another similar-sized plot from a 
neighbour. Here, at Huys en Hof, Christien 
could expand her flower arranging 
workshops, while Jan was able to indulge his 
passion for growing fruit and veg. 

“We wanted to lay it all out as it would 
have been originally,” explains Christien. “A 
cobbled courtyard to the side of the house, 
with espaliered lindens serving as sunscreens, 
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an ornamental garden of single-colour 
box-edged borders beyond, followed by a 
vegetable garden — also box-edged — and an 
orchard all the way at the back.” They had to 
renovate the house first and in the meantime, 
Jan planted pumpkins and gourds on what 
was basically ploughed-up pasture. All they 
did during those early years was bring in 
truck loads of topsoil one year and compost 
the next. Actual planting started in 1997. 

“T sketched my design, if you can call it 
that, on a scrap of paper,” says Christien. “T 
started at the front and slowly worked my way 
to the back. Everybody said we wouldn't be 
able to do it, but in 2004 it was finished. Well, 
not ‘finished’; I still spend eight hours a day in 
the garden.” Jan’s pumpkins have also turned 
into a bit of an obsession: he now grows about 
150 different types. 

This quintessentially Dutch garden drew 
the attention of the Dutch International 
Flower Bulb Centre. In 2008, as part of its 
annual planting scheme, it chose Huys 
en Hof as one of nine gardens in the 
region in which the renowned garden [> 


For Dutch visitors, this 
garden 1s our heritage, the 
kind that feels so much closer 
to home than any royal 
palace or grand canal house 


FACING PAGE 


Top left A brick path leads from the house through 
the ornamental and vegetable gardens to the 
orchard. The archways are covered in clematis and 
roses, such as fragrant Rosa ‘Blairii Number Two’ 


Top right Narcissus ‘Geranium’ and Tulipa ‘Lighting 
Sun’ were planted around gooseberries and white 
currants. Jan grows over 100 different types of berries. 


Bottom left Christien adds colour to the vegetable 
garden by alternating red and green lettuces. The 
nearby apple tree is a local cultivar, ‘Rode Keuleman: 


Bottom right The orchard is home to cherry, walnut 
and plum trees and a clutch of Hollandse Blauwe 
and Wyandotte chickens. 


Dutch garden 


Garden plan 


1 House 

2 Ornamental garden 
3 Statue 

4 Fruit and vegetables 
5 Berry cages 

6 Greenhouse 


7 Orchard with 
water feature 

8 Chickens 

9 Vegetable garden 

10 Tomato polytunnel 

11 Meadow 


[> designer Jacqueline van der Kloet would 
plant thousands of bulbs. “Jacqueline 
suggested reds and yellows, but ’m more of 
a blue, purple, pink and white person 
myself” says Christien. “We compromised 
and since then, Pve added more bulbs in 
my favourite colours. There must be about 
7,000 in the garden by now.” 

The strong geometrics of box and beech 
maintain interest in autumn and winter, and 
Dutch farmers’ favourites such as hydrangeas 
and roses brighten the summer. But in spring, 
it’s all about bulbs, which Christien combines 
with favoured Dutch classics: perennials, such 
as Aquilegia vulgaris, Alchemilla mollis, and 
Phlox divaricata ‘Clouds of Perfume’. Pink 
and white tulips were planted in the rose beds, 
and a semi-circle of hydrangeas was given a 
footing of Muscari azureum ‘Album, Anemone 
blanda ‘White Splendour’ and Hyacinthus 
‘White Festival’ And a small lawn transforms 


Green-walled grid 


into a spring flower meadow with Puschkinia 
scilloides var. libanotica, Chionodoxa forbesti 
and Anemone blanda blue-flowered. 

The overall effect is spectacular, precisely 
because the explosion of colour is set against 
the fairly severe backdrop of box, lawn and 
brick paths. For Dutch visitors, this garden 
tugs at the heartstrings. This is our heritage, 
the kind that feels so much closer to home 
than any royal palace or grand canal house. 
If you want to get to know the Dutch, forget 
Amsterdam, go to Buggenum. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Huys en Hof, Holstraat 16, 6082 
BA Buggenum, the Netherlands. 

Tel +31 475 591184. 

Website christienreinders.nl 

Open April — mid July and mid August — 
October, by appointment only, €2.50. 


Christien and Jan opted for a succession of garden rooms, in the style of a traditional Dutch farm 
garden. Beech hedging separates the rooms, almost all of which are filled with a box parterres. 
Arched doorways lead you through the rooms along brick or grass paths. In some parts of the 
Netherlands you'll also see gravel paths, but not here; this area with its river clay was prime brick 
factory country. As you move further from the house, the planting in the parterres becomes 
more functional and flowers give way to fruit and veg. It's a layout born out of practicality: you 
don't want to have to push a wheelbarrow filled with produce along a winding, romantic path day 
after day, and straight paths meant the farmer's wife could feed her Hollandse Blauwe chickens 
in the orchard and be back at the house in seconds. Practicality first; beauty second that’s how it 
worked. And in the Netherlands beauty always used to be restrained, if only for religious reasons. 
So simple. monochrome plantings amid geometric topiary was the perfect way to go. 
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GARDEN PLAN B 


must-haves for a 
classic Dutch garden 


1 Buxus sempervirens 

Box is typical of Dutch farm gardens. 

It's thought to repel moles so farmers 
would plant it in three corners of a field in 
the hope moles would depart via the 
fourth. 45-60cm. USDA 6a-8bi. 


2 Malus floribunda 

Christien grows crab apples for their 
excellent pectin for thickening jams. A 
keen jam maker she and Jan grows more 
than 100 cultivars of soft fruit in their 
garden. 6-9m. USDA 4a-8b. 


3 Nepeta nervosa 

Plants form a dense clump of narrow 
grey-green leaves, with chubby spikes of 
blue flowers in midsummer. Christien 
uses them to attract butterflies. 
30-45cm. USDA 5a-9b. 


4 Centaurea cyanus 

Although it’s commonly known as 
cornflower, it’s mostly seen in rye-growing 
areas of the Netherlands. 90cm. 


5 Astrantia major var. rosea 

George’s form 

These pretty flowers are a favourite. Their 
peppery flavoured rhizome was — and is 
still — used to remedy stomach aches. 
60cm. USDA 5a-9b. 


6 Taxus baccata 

Cattle, pigs and other livestock 
instinctively seem to know that yew is 
highly poisonous, which makes it perfect 
for hedges to keep them out of Christien's 
flowers and Jan's veg. 12m. USDA 5b-8b. 


7 Anemone blanda blue-flowered 
Anemones are easy to grow in light shade 
and help hide spent foliage of earlier 
flowering bulbs. 15cm. USDA 4a-8b. 


8 Hedera helix ‘Asterisk’ 

Hedera is popular in the Netherlands, 
where it covers many of the mostly 
brick-built houses. If the wall is well 
pointed, it can protect against the rain 
and act as insulation. 2-3m. 


9 Delphinium elatum ‘Alpenbote’ 

Loved by bees and butterflies and perfect 
in providing height at the back of the 
summer border. 1.8m. 


tHardiness ratings given where available. 


Dutch garden 
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Quality Garden Tours 
The Brightwater Collection 


No-one has a wider selection of well-paced, well- 
planned, quality garden tours than Brightwater 
Holidays. In our new portfolio we have a wonderful 
range of escorted tours to the best gardens 
throughout the gardening world. 


Famous and grand gardens mix with small and private 
gardens in all regions of the UK; from private gardens 
in Shetland to hidden gardens in Cornwall, and most 
points in between. 


On continental Europe we visit Holland's magnificent 
spring bulbfields; Monet's Garden, Menton and the 
Loire Valley in France, alongside classic Italian 
gardens like Ninfa and the famous Alhambra Palace 
and Generalife Gardens in Andalucia. 


Further afield we offer exotic holidays of a lifetime to 
colourful lands such as India, Japan, South Africa, 
California and Costa Rica. 

Order your copy of our new brochure today 


brightwater 
a Gardens and 
Pecial Intere: 
2014 st Tours 


brightwater 


Brightwater Holidays Ltd 
Eden Park House, Cupar, Fife KY15 4HS 
info@brightwaterholidays.com 
+44 (0) 1334 657155 
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Quality: Expertise: Protection 


LIVE NICHOLS 


Latest design news, design ideas, design sourcebook 


DESIGN AWARDS 
Horticultural hat trick 


Garden-design practice Wilson McWilliams Studio snapped up three 
awards, including the-Grand Award) for its design of.a contemporary 
garden in Hertfordshire-(pictured) at the 2013 Society of Garden 
Design Awards. At the ceremony in London; Andy Sturgeonialso 
received three awards for three separate projects and Amanda Patton 


won the Judges’ Award for a private garden in Somerset.:Photographer 
Andrew Lawson was presented with the John Brookes Lifetime 
Achievement Award by the designer-himself. For details of all the 


winners visit sgdawards.com me * “ 
TTS e 


PILED BY ANNIE GATTI 


i. For Earth, For Life 


Cash in with Kubota and = 

claim up to £300 Cashback Warranty 
when you order a powerful, reliable ASSTANDARD 
and economic Kubota ride on mower 

between now and the 30th June 2014. 


For more information 
Call: 01844 268 OOO Visit: www.kubota.co.uk 


urced * 


By Appointment 
‘To Her Majesty The Qucen 
Specialist Container Tree Growers 
Barcham Trees PLC, Ely 


Buy the tree 


you see.com 


Buy direct from the UK's largest grower of 
containerised trees and add impact to your 
garden instantly! 


Each of our3000 trees across 200 varieties is individually 
numbered, allowing you to select the one thatis right for 
your garden. Seea short video of the tree and we will 
deliver that actual tree straight to your door. 


Whether you want trees for privacy screening, 
spring Flower or simply for sheer beauty 


let us help you transform your garden. 


Call 01353 720950 
www.buythetreeyousee.com 


design news 


CIVIC TRUST AWARD 


urban design. Clad in gold-coloured copper that overlook two landform basins, which are 
Hive of activity shingles and flooded with light from large filled with meadow species and imprinted 
The Hive in Worcester, Europe's first joint picture windows, it was designed by Feilden with a spiral Royal Worcester pattern, 
university and public library, has won a Clegg Bradley Studios and sits ona four-acre = maintained by mowing. There's an area of 
regional Civic Trust Award for its outstanding site landscaped by Grant Associates. The site —_ insect-rich flowers, a small pear orchard and 
architecture, sustainability, landscape and includes a series of islands and belvederes a planting of native black poplars. 


GOOD TO GO 
A well-clipped evergreen can help 
a city garden look fabulous all 
year round, but it can be tricky to 
get right. Clifton Nurseries in 
London has made getting the 
look easier with its selection of 
pre-clipped topiary. It 
can even deliver your = 
choice ready planted ina ¥ 
handsome container. 


DESIGNER STYLE ; 
Time for reflection Prices start at £19.95 for a small 


The elegant Zinc Water Surface Fountain by Belgian designer Buxus. Shown right: Buxus swirl, 
£39.95; Bay cone, £39.95; 


Domani was chosen by Tom Stuart-Smith as a centrepiece for 
Olive, £42.95. All prices 


his 2008 Chelsea Flower Show garden. It’s now available from the 

; exclude pot and delivery, 
Chelsea Gardener, 125 Sydney Street, London SW3 6NR. Measuring which, for a tree in a pot, is 
200cm x 60cm x 60cm high, it costs £6,535, plus delivery. Allow six restricted to the London area 
to eight weeks for delivery. Tel O20 7352 5656, chelseagardener.com Tel 020 7432 1856, clifton.co.uk 


Winning water 


Six new projects have been chosen from 293 submissions from 35 countries for this year's International 


Garden Festival at Jardins de Métis, Quebec. Among the winning entries is this tranquil waterscape by 


Spanish collaborative architectural group Citylaboratory, which also serves as a receptacle for pollen 


and fallen leaves to provide food for birds and insects and encourage new life to the garden. Other 


winning designs include a landscape that renews itself after fire and a pop-up garden made from 


orange construction cones. From 28 June to 28 September, jardinsdemetis.com 


A fine plan 


Drawings and plans from many of the UK's 
eading landscape architects held by the 
Landscape Institute have found a new home at 
he Museum of Rural Life in Reading. The 
archive includes the plan for the park at 
Sydenham, when Crystal Palace moved there 
rom Hyde Park in the 1850s, plans for the 
restoration of Vanessa Bell and Duncan Grant's 
house at Charleston by Peter Shepheard, and 
Geoffrey Jellicoe’s 1993 drawing of additions to 
his original design for Shute House in Wiltshire 


(shown below). A Friends group has been set 
up to assist with access to, and promotion of, 


he archive to the general public. 


Cool colour 


Green walls may be even greener than we think. 
One at the Palacio de Congresos in Vitoria-Gasteiz, 
Spain (above), which uses a mixture of climbing 
plants and hydroponic vertical planters, has 
improved the building’s energy efficiency by 270 
per cent. Meanwhile, research from the University 
of Sheffield has found plants have a considerable 
capacity for cooling buildings. Walls screened 
with cherry laurel were found to be 10°C cooler 
than bare walls, while Stachys byzantina proved 
surprisingly effective, partly because its silver 
leaves help to reflect light away from the wall. 


is the topic 
for the Society of Garden 
Designers’ Spring 
Conference. Speakers 
include Dan Hinkley, Sarah 
Eberle, Made Wijaya and 
James Wong. 26 April at 
Imperial College London. 
Tickets at sgd.org.uk 


with Michelle Wake of 
Greenwave Design in 
Somerset. Succession 
Planting starts on 17 April, 
Designing for Wildlife and 
People, 17 May. Tel 01373 
812597, thewalled 
gardenatmells.co.uk 


of 24,000 bulbs and the 
recently re-designed areas 
at Yeo Valley Organic Garden 
in Blagdon, Somerset, when 
it opens for the NGS. 

27 April, llam-5pm; 
theorganicgardens.co.uk 


Manchester's 
urban garden festival, 
returns for a second year, 
from 2-10 August. There’s 
still time to enter a show 
garden ona Grow Your Own 
theme. Organisers welcome 
novices, professional garden 
designers, community 
groups and landscape and 
garden companies. Deadline 
for entries 18 April; 
digthecity.co.uk 


lectures series, hosted by 
the Landscape Institute, 
ends with a look at the key 
trends shaping the future of 
landscape architecture. 
Speakers are Tom Armour 
(Arup) and Sue Ill man 
(president of the Landscape 
Institute). 8 April at Charles 
Darwin House in London. 
landscapeinstitute.org 
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CITYLABORATORY 


\ 
ate a buzz with Wi 


Os Waner 


Chenies, Buckinghamshire WD3 6EP 
01494 762888 


(M25 — Ext 18 — A404 towards Amersham) Wildflowerand sedum mais for 


OPEN green roofs, gardens and landscaping 
2nd April — 30th October inclusive Green innovation to enhance biodiversity and combat 
Every Wednesday & Thursday & Bank Holiday Mondays 2- 5pm climate change — pleasing to people and pollinators 


Visit this Historic House, a great favourite of Queen Elizabeth | 
and Henry VIII. 


Five acres of enchanting gardens that include a kitchen garden, physic 
garden and two mazes. 


Delicious Home made Teas — Shop — Plants for sale 


tel +44 (0)1904 448675 — Email lindum@turf.co.uk 
www.turf.co.uk ®@lindumturf 


3rd July BBC1 Antiques Roadshow 


www.cheniesmanorhouse.co.uk 


The Shepherds Hut Retreat the FYUIT) rSrea 


experience nature in luxury... 4 luxury holiday yurts in Somerset 


|. Sia shepherds huts and beautiful 
yurts set in stunning countryside on the 
Somerset/Dorset border. All of the properties 
boast beautiful interiors with luxury facilities 
and a chance to toast marshmallows under the 
stars. There is also an award winning gastro pub 
within walking distance and you are ideally 
placed to explore the stunning World Heritage 
site Jurassic Coast. Prices start from £35pp/pn. 


Go to www.theshepherdshutretreat.co.uk 


and www.theyurtretreat.co.uk for more 
information. 


Fordscroft Farm, Fordscroft, 
Crewkerne, Somerset TA18 7TU 


07813 393164 * www.theshepherdshutretreat.co.uk ¢ www.theyurtretreat.co.uk * 07773 505671 


1 Layers of 
interest 

Tom Stuart-Smith’s design 
for a garden that has a 
gradual incline is both 
elegant and functional. The 
steps, with risers made from 
Corten steel, are set at 
regular intervals and span 
across the lawn from the 
decking pathway. The design 
is Simple and strong, and 
blends with the garden's 
subtle contours. 


Annie Guilfoyle is Director 
of Garden Design at KLC 
School of Design. She is 
also Garden Course 
Co-ordinator at West Dean 
College and runs her own 
garden design studio. 


Sloping sites 


Agarden with a slope needn't be a problem — 
with some clever ideas that make the most of the 
changing levels it can turn out to be a blessing 


WORDS ANNIE GUILFOYLE 
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design ideas 


sloping garden has so much more to 

offer than a level site. To make the most 

of changing levels and develop the garden 
into a better functioning space, you will invariably 
need to do more initial landscaping work. 
However, that additional work will soon be 
overshadowed by the advantages that it offers in 
terms of practicalities and design opportunities. 
When designing a garden that extends over a 
series of levels, it is possible to turn this to your 
advantage, using the changes as an opportunity to 
alter the style or atmosphere of the garden. 

Steps and retaining walls will be necessary but 

they don’t have to dominate the design. Unless you 


2 Go with the flow 


Use a slope to your 
advantage and incorporate 
a water feature. Here narrow 
rills have been used to 
transport water across the 
garden; small weirs allow the 
moving water to trickle into 
the next level. This is an 
elegant design, that also 
offers the tranquil sound of 
falling water. 


3 Step upin style 
Circular steps made from 
reclaimed oak appear to float 
through the sumptuous 
planting, leading towards a 
seating area on the upper 
level. Mike Harvey designed 
this beautiful and innovative 
garden, which was a 
deserved winner of a gold 
medal at the 2013 RHS 
Hampton Court Flower Show. 


A Natural break 


In this steeply sloping garden, 
designed by Benoit Bourdeau, 
large, oak sleepers have been 
positioned to create an 
informal retaining wall. The 
sleepers function as steps 
and in turn provide a 
transition from the mown 
lawn to the wilder olive grove; 
that is under planted with 
Stipa tenuissima. 


want the steps to be a feature, it is best to position 


them at an angle of either 30 or 45 degrees to the 
house. That way the construction will be less 
dominant and, if you place a bed along side the 
steps or retaining wall, then you'll find that plants 
will do a very good job of softening the visual 
impact. I try to use this technique whenever 
Ihave to incorporate a retaining wall. 

Make sure you use the contours of the site to 
best advantage and incorporate an interesting 
journey through the garden. From the highest 
point it is very likely that you will have interesting 
views, either across the garden or out into the 
landscape and so this would be an excellent [> 
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5 Retaining walls 
These retaining walls have 
been made from gabions, 
metal cages filled with 
stone and pebbles. Gabions 
are traditionally used to 
build sea defences, and are 
relatively inexpensive and 
highly functional items. The 
cost, however, can be 
considerable if they are 
filled with natural stone as 
in this example. 


6 Practical steps 
| designed these steps for a 
kitchen garden that was 
built into a slope in West 
Sussex. The central ramp 
between the steps enables 
the gardener to push a 
wheelbarrow up and down 
more easily, and the steps 
are slightly wider to make 
them safer to use. 


7 Inner circle 

This charming garden at 
the Eden Project in Cornwall 
is a clever idea for making a 
vegetable garden work on 

a slope. Concentric rows of 
vegetables encircle the 
outdoor café area and are 
accompanied by companion 
plants, such as marigolds, 
to create an attractive and 
educational display garden. 


[> place to position a seating area, where you can 
stay a while and appreciate the views. 

In many natural landscapes water originates 
on high ground and gently works its way 
downwards, collecting on the lower ground. In a 
garden setting, a water feature will looks a lot more 
natural if it is incorporated into a sloping site. 
When working with an informal garden you could 
create a series of naturalistic ponds, linking them 
together with a meandering stream. More formal 
ponds tend to look more appropriate in an urban 
setting, where rills and waterfalls can be used to 
move the water around. Whichever style suits your 
garden and personal taste best a water feature will 


provides a stunning focal point and transform a 
sloping site into something very special. 

Even a kitchen garden can be designed to work 
efficiently on a slope. It makes perfect sense to 
divide the garden up into a series of terraces. Each 
level can be planted for a different purpose, such 
as fruit, vegetables or a cutting garden. You'll need 
to ensure the area also works on a practical level, 
so to move a wheelbarrow safely and easily from 
one level to the next, for example, you could 
construct a small central ramp to run between the 
steps, which should be slightly wider than usual to 
make them safer to negotiate. 
NEXT MONTH Chelsea design special 
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Considerations when 
building a retaining wall 


* For retaining walls over a metre in height you 
must have the design approved by a qualified 
structural engineer. 

* You need to take the local soil type into 
consideration, as this will influence the 
materials and the method of building the wall. 

« Retaining walls can be solid (brick or block with 


mortared joints) or porous (dry stone or gabions). 


* Porous walls will allow water to escape through 
the material. But behind a solid retaining wall, 
water can build up and increases the pressure 


TN 
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exerted on the wall, so be sure to provide 
sufficient drainage both behind and through 
the wall to direct the water away. 

* Position a land drain surrounded by gravel, at 
the base of the rear face of the retaining wall to 
reduce the build up of water. 

¢ Weep holes should be positioned along the wall 
to release the water. 

* Choose materials that will suit the soil and 
location and that will be structurally sound 
enough to retain the soil. 


8 Centre stage 

The great advantage of 
designing a garden over 
aseries of levels is that 

you can alter the mood, 
atmosphere and function as 
you progress through the 
site. This garden has three 
distinctly different zones; 
each level has a change of 
materials and planting style 
to suit the function. 


Useful contacts 


For information about hard 
landscaping materials 
suitable for retaining 

walls and steps: 

¢ marshalls.co.uk 

¢ gabionbaskets.co.uk 

* esi.info 
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Primrose.co.uk 
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1147 Planters, 1035 Water Features, 151 Benches, 
167 Garden Lights, 183 Shade Sails, 272 Greenhouses, 
177 Furniture Covers, 116 Outdoor Clocks, 646 Patio Awnings 


www.primrose.co.uk 
0118 903 5210 


WONDERS OF SOUTH AMERICA 


Exclusive cultural tours include the finest gardens in Latin 
America featuring Brazil (Roberto Burle Marx) Chile (Juan 
Grimm), Argentina, Colombia and Peru. Nearly all the gardens 
are privately owned and accessible only through these tours. 
Tour Leader Warwick Forge, Director, Australian Landscape 
Conference, departs in September 2014 for his sixth tour. 


ALC Garden Tours in conjunction with Australian Garden History 
Society. For information and detailed itineraries contact: Warwick Forge 
warwick@bloomings.com.au 


www.landscapeconference.com SZ eae 
Meet Warwick in London or Edinburgh, late May, 2014, tities 


ITALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


Maximum 14 people per holiday 
Prices from £1990 per person 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Giardino di Ninfa, Villa d’Este, 
Castello Ruspoli, Bomarzo, Villa Lante, 
2014: 30 Apr, 14 May, 18 Jun, 2 Jul, 3 Sept 


TUSCANY 

Visits to: Poggio Torselli, Villa Geggiano, Villa 
Grabau, Villa Oliva, Parco di Villa Reale 

2014: 1 June, 11 July, 21 Sept 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 

Visits to: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, Villa » 
Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre ; 
2014: 13 May, 3 June, 1 July, 16 Sept 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI AND ISCHIA 
Visits to: La Mortella, Caserta, Villa Rufolo 
2014: 15 May, 5 June, 18 Sept 


VENETO AND LAKE GARDA 

Visits to: Villa Barbarigo, Villa Emo, Padua, 
Villa Pisani and Verona 

2014: 18 May, 4 June, 16 Sept 


@ Travel by luxury small 
coach 


@ Local guides and guided 
garden visits included 


e Extensions to each tour 
and can be arranged for 
individuals 


@ Stay at 4 and 5 star 
hotels, two per tour, 3 
nights in each 


@ British Airways flights 
included 


SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 


01752 878075 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 
FOUNDED 1989 

ae BET" 
Ame. Oz ty ABTA 


www.expressionsholidays.co.uk ex yore SHOWS 


OME OF THE PRODUCTS FEATURED ARE AVAILABLE FROM OTHER SUPPLIERS THAN THOSE LISTED 


NOTE: S! 
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THE SHORT LIST 


Wooden sunloungers 


Nine stylish choices of reclined seating for relaxing in the sunshine 


SIMPLY STYLISH 
Tivoli Sunbed 
£499, Alexander Rose, 
01444 258931, alexander-rose.co.uk 


SLEEK LUXURY 
Home Collection Double Lounger 
£3,899 (mattress not included), Viteo, 
020 7692 4001, madeindesign.co.uk 


RELAXED STYE 
Teak Sunbed 
£939 (mattress not included), Odd Ltd, 
01993 830674, oddlimited.com 


VINTAGE STYLE 
Classic Sun Lounger 
£897, Weishaupl, 
0870 005 2275, ambientedirect.co.uk 


FUNKY MODERN 
Lizard 


£2,340 (mattress included), Gaze Burvill, 


01420 588444, www.gazeburvill.com 


WHEEL IT INTO THE SUN 
Hampton Sunlounger 
£475, Neptune, 
01793 427427, neptune.com 


COLONIAL STYLE 
Indian Lattice Iroko Sunlounger 
£2,800, Andrew Crace, 
01279 842685, andrewcrace.com 


| 


DANISH DESIGN 
Riviera Sunbed 
£1,099 (mattress not included), Skagerak, 
01548 842979, salcombetrading.co.uk 


CLASSIC STEAMER CHAIR 
Commodore 
£995, Barlow Tyrie, 
01376 557600, teak.com 
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the pot 
company 


We sell a wide range of pots, planters and 
window boxes for indoors and out. We sto 


We are now the sole agent for Adezz products in the UK. | 
| These include a range of corten steel burners and water | 
features designed and manufactured in Holland. 
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01892 890 353 www.thepotco.com 
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(CP) PLANT SUPPORTS 


www.artisa npla ntsuppo rts.co.uk 


A range of beautiful hand crafted steel plant supports 
and obelisks designed to provide architectural structure 
within the garden whilst also complimenting and 


ADD A MIX OF OUR ENRICHED enhancing the plants features. 


www.artisanplantsupports.co.uk 


INTO YOUR SOIL 
SOIL IMPROVER, COMPOST & FERTILISER. BUY NOW AT es re eee ee ae 


Staffordshire ST10 2EG 
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Gardening Irends 


Magazine editors are invariably completely 
immersed in (some may say obsessed by) 
their subject matter. Their role makes them a 
hub for a wide range of information, and each 
week they will receive hundreds of emails, 


letters and phone calls from designers, 
a manufacturers and pretty much anyone 


Wins 


connected to their subject matter, all eager to highlight their 


work. A key part of an editor’s job is negotiating their way through 
this wealth of information, making sure they have their finger 

on the pulse and sharing what they've gleaned with the readers. 
Although trends in gardening change slowly, they are distinct and 
discernable. Over recent years gardening has developed from 
being a hobby to more of a lifestyle choice and as such people are 
placing more importance on the quality of the products they buy. 
More than ever, people want to get the most out of their garden: 
they want it to be a beautiful, comfortable space in which they can 
entertain and feel connected to nature by observing the changing 
seasons; they want to grow flowers, vegetables and herbs for the 
home; create areas for nectar-rich plants that will help encourage 
wildlife. Unsurprisingly, they also want the products they buy to 
perform well. Rather like our mantra at GARDENS ILLUSTRATED: 
the best things in life succeed in being beautiful, useful as well as 
standing the test of time. 
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Wilstone 
Kadai Firebowls 

New for 2014, the Mini Kadai is a fabulous portable Firebowl BBQ 
combination. Complete with Stand, Grills, Tongs and Duffle Bag. 
It is ideally suited for trips to the beach, camping or any family 
outing. Add the Mini Kadai Cookware Set for the perfect present. 
Quote GIMAY to receive a FREE Kadai glove when purchased 
together. Call 01694 771801 or see www.kadai.com 

Be Inspired... 


Contact details 
TEL 01694 751279/283 WEB kadai.com 
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The Boot 
by Gold Leaf 


No fancy patterns, no fancy names, no fancy buckles... 
just proper wellies for proper gardeners 


Featuring: 

Natural rubber offering flexibilty 

Neoprene lining for comfort and warmth 

Steel shank in the sole for added protection and support 
V gusset with adjustable calf strap for better fit 

Rugged tread on the sole for enhanced grip 


Contact details 
JAYCO (Uk) Limited 

10 Old Bridge Close 
Bursledon 

Southampton 

$031 8AX 

United Kingdom 

TEL 023 8040 2025 
WEB goldleaf-gloves.com 


Carrier Company 


Carrier Company produces heritage 
rural workwear in Norfolk, England. 
Manufactured with environmental 
care, the designs range from 
hardwearing garden carriers, 
kneelers and fireside tools to rain 
capes, aprons and clothing. The 
products are all made by hand, with 
the aim that they should be handed 
down to the next generation. 


CARRIER COMPANY 


norfolk england 


Contact details 
TEL 01328 820699 
WEB carriercompany.co.uk 
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Napoleon? Grills 


From porcelain-enamelled charcoal 
kettles to full outdoor kitchens 
complete with centrepiece stainless 
steel gas barbecues, Napoleon Grills 
can make outdoor dining as simple or 


as adventurous as you like. Many gas GOURMET GRILLS 
models benefit from special features 

such as infrared searing plates, side Contact details 
burners, lighting and ice buckets! TEL 01676 522788 


Everything you need to dine in style. WEB napoleongrills.co.uk 


‘Sidney Belles’ seen here, 
supporting plants in the Hot 
Garden at RHS Rosemoor, are 
functional and stylish grow- 
through designs. Handcrafted 
in the UK, the Plant Belles 
range includes a wide selection 
of useful and elegant rustic 
metal wire plant supports; from 


edging hurdles, edging hoops, 


single stem plant supports, to 
plant tunnels for the veg plot. 


Contact details 
TEL 01363 84514 
WEB plantbelles.co.uk 


EPlont Belles 


Designed: andl handerafied uv Deyow 


CED Flooring 


Cedagravel® is a gravel stabilisation system that easily transforms 
loose gravel pathways and driveways into firm gravel surface's 
that require very little maintenance and are easy to walk on, push 
pushchairs, wheelbarrow's or wheelchairs over. 100% permeable 
and recyclable, Cedagravel® is a truly environmentally and SUDS 
friendly product. 


Contact details 
TEL 01708 867237 WEB ced.Itd.uk 
EMAIL enquires@ced.Itd.uk 


Gold Leaf Gloves 


Launched in 2004, by Jayco, a family owned and managed 
company, the RHS endorsed range of Gold Leaf Gardening 
Gloves has now become recognised as the world’s premier 
brand of gardening gloves. 


With the use of some unique and innovative designs in 
association with exceptionally high quality leather, we 
have elevated hand wear in the garden to never previously 


seen levels of quality, comfort and style which is both 
comfortable and durable. The result - gardening gloves 
which are joy to wear! 


Contact details 
JAYCO (UK) Limited 

10 Old Bridge Close 
Bursledon 

Southampton 

$031 8AX 

United Kingdom 

TEL 023 8040 2025 
WEB goldleaf-gloves.com 


British Beekeepers 
Association 


Beekeeping has seen a huge 
resurgence in popularity. 

For gardeners keen to help 
but who can't keep a real 
hive, the BBKA offers virtual 
beekeeping. Adopt a Beehive 
raises money for research, 
and provides a fascinating 
insight into beekeeping 
through newsletters and 
updates. 


A welcome pack of goodies 
including honey or honey 
mustard, a pocket guide to beekeeping, wildflowers seeds and 
lip balm are all part of the pack when you Adopt a Beehive with 
the BBKA. Plus three seasonal newsletters and updates from 
your Adopted beekeeper, for £30 plus p+p. 


Contact details Sarah Snelson at the BBKA 
TEL 02476 696 679 WEB adoptabeehive.co.uk 


The English 
Gardening School 


Established for 30 years, leader in all matters horticultural. 
At our historic central London base we specialize in training 

the foremost garden designers, gardeners and plants people 

of the future through our world-renowned Diploma courses. 
Enrol now for autumn 2014 

For full details, information session dates and online application 
forms, please visit our website. 


Contact details 
TEL 020 7352 4347 WEB englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
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Eternal Collection 


Dazzlingly beautiful costume jewellery at prices you will love. 
Exclusive pearl, enamel, Swarovski crystal, semi-precious 
gemstone, Venetian glass and fashion jewellery. Discover our 
stunning range of pierced and clip-on earrings, brooches 
and scarf rings. 

For 10% OFF your first order* QUOTE GI14 

“Excl P&P. Not valid with any other offer. 


Contact details 
For your FREE catalogue 
TEL 08453 707071 WEB eternalcollection.co.uk 


Keder Greenhouse 


Keder Greenhouses, designers and manufactures of the proven 
next generation of protected growing environments, that are safe, 
strong, durable and energy efficient. 

Our Greenhouses diffuse the light so there is no need for shading 
We offer a 10 year guarantee against UV degradation. 


Contact details 
TEL 01386 49094 WEB kedergreenhouse.co.uk 
EMAIL sales@kedergreenhouse.co.uk 


EverEdge 


EverEdge manufacture a range of lawn and landscape edging 
products for use in public and private gardens as well as parks, 
urban spaces and roof gardens. Made in the UK from galvanised 
and powder coated steel, the EverEdge range has an edging 


product to suit all jobs, large or small. 
EverEpce 


THE EOGING COMPANY 


Contact details 
TEL 01453 731717 WEB everedge.co.uk 


Mabel & Rose 


Mabel & Rose specialise in sourcing a unique range of original 
vintage accessories and traditionally handcrafted items for 
gardeners. The ever-changing collection includes antique 
terracotta pots, vintage apple crates, old trugs and baskets, 
galvanised watering cans, buckets and tin baths, vintage tools 
and enamelware. 


Contact details 
TEL 01993 878861 WEB mabelandrose.com 


Great Dixter Nurseries 


Great Dixter Nurseries was started by Christopher Lloyd in 1954, 
specialising in plants he considered garden-worthy. Today the 
range of plants has extended, grown in Dixter soil-based compost 
our plants transplant very well. Hand-picked seeds and well- 
chosen quality tools are also stocked. Open all year round with 
free entry. Online sales Oct — April. 


Contact details 
Northiam, Rye, East Sussex TN31 6PH TEL 01797 252878 
WEB rursery@greatdixter.co.uk 


The Garden 
Oven Company 


Proudly made in Great Britain. 

A quality versatile wood fired oven for 
your garden, patio or outdoor kitchen 
project. A new and fun way to feed and 
entertain family and friends all year 
around. Bake bread, roast a chicken, 
BBQ a shoulder of lamb, slow cook 
curries and make stone baked pizzas. 
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Company 


Contact details 
TEL 01256 581014 
WEB garden-oven.co.uk 


POTS *AND + PITHO! 


ESTASLISHED 1785 


Pots and Pithoi 


Pots and Pithoi introduced Cretan terracotta to the UK in 1985. 
Having the finest potters in Crete, we are delighted to keep 
traditional and ancient methods flourishing and now supply 

over 120 designs in 240 sizes. The complete range of more than 
14,000 pots, including our beautiful collection of antique pots and 
converted water features, can be viewed in and around the barns, 
courtyard and garden of our West Sussex showroom. Inside the 


stone barn you will find an extensive range of hand made products, 


including hand blown glassware, rugs, ceramics, natural soaps, 
jewellery, frescos, & foods. 


Contact details 
TEL 01342 714793 WEB potsandpithoi.com 
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Gaze Burvill 


Visually distinctive and comfortable 
furniture which is expertly designed 
and handmade by craftsmen at the 
Gaze Burvill workshop in Hampshire. 
The unique designs are built in oak 


from sustainable sources with steam 
bent curves. These Broadwalk Seats 
Contact details 
TEL 01420 588444 


WEB gazeburvill.com 


can be made in any shape - to wrap 
round a tree, or soften a straight edge 
in a landscape. 


EverEpce 


THE £OGING COMPANY 


FasyBed 


The EverEdge EasyBed Raised Bed is a galvanised & painted steel 
bed designed to be quick and easy to assemble yet also tough, 
durable and attractive. Made in the UK the modular EasyBed 
allows for a variety of shapes and sizes to be constructed. 


Contact details 
TEL 01453 731717 WEB everedge.co.uk 
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Plankbridge @F 


Plankbridge shepherd's huts are made to exceptionally high 
standards. As artist’s studios, home-offices, children’s playrooms 
or peaceful hideaways, shepherd's huts are magical, moveable 
spaces for the garden. Plankbridge’s highly skilled team uses 
traditional craftsmanship to create huts true to their Victorian 
heritage that stand the test of time. 


Contact details 
TEL 01300 348414 WEB plankbridge.com 
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Bulldog Bulldog 7 
With over 230 years of British heritage at it’s heart, the 
Bulldog brand has always been known for strength, quality 
and durability, a tradition buried deep into the design and 
build of our garden tools. Skill and craftsmanship has always 
been the key to the company’s success, handed down 


through the generations. 


Contact details 
TEL 0800 783 2202 WEB qualitygardentools.com 
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Gardens Illustrated 
Umbrella 


Made to a high standard with a wooden shaft and 
waterproof cotton weave canopy in steel grey, the 
umbrella offers plenty of protection for a rainy day's 
garden visit or flower show. 


Contact details 
WEB gardensillustrated.com/shop 


Perennial at Woburn 


Visit one of Britain's biggest garden shows set against the 
stunning backdrop of Woburn Abbey: Saturday 21st or Sunday 
22nd June. Discounted tickets and all-inclusive hospitality 
packages available from Perennial, the “Woburn Abbey Garden 
Show Charity of the Year”. 


Contact details 

Perennial, the horticulturists’ charity 

TEL 0845 676 0640 (Code YGA206002) 
WEB perennial.org.uk/woburn 


Water-Features, 
Garden Ponds 
and Super Gardens 


Garden design and build by double Royal Horticultural 
Society award and Chelsea Flower show gold medalist. 
A family run business, all of UK, offshore and oVerseas. 
To view staff bases and over 3,000 examples of past 
works visit our website. 


Contact details 
TEL 7 days a week on 0800 91 98 33/Designer 07970309165 
WEB waterfeatures.co.uk 


Architectural Heritage 
Established 40 years, Architectural Heritage has a worldwide 
reputation for providing fine period and reproduction garden 
ornament, bespoke stone fire surrounds and period architectural 
elements, complemented by interesting 20th Century and 
contemporary sculpture. 


Contact details 
TEL 01386 584 414 WEB architectural-heritage.co.uk 


Beautifully Handcrafted Yurts 
Designed for Garden Living 


Do you dream of having your own space 
at the bottom of the garden? Perhaps 

a secret snug, home office or studio. 
Maybe you need extra accommodation, 
or somewhere to entertain and host 
dinner parties. Your Garden Yurt can be 
designed to compliment your personal 
style as each yurt is made bespoke and 
tailored to your wishes. 


Garden Yurts 


winery 


GARDEN 


YURTS 


Contact details 
TEL 07816 452080 
WEB gardenyurts.co.uk 


Visit your local zoo 


Embark on a wild adventure by visiting your local Zoological 
garden, not only will you discover an amazing world of animals 
but all within the surroundings of some of the most beautiful 
gardens and parklands the country has to offer. Learn about 
conservation, wildlife, plants and many different species. 
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SAVE50% 


when you subscribe today! 


To celebrate spring we are offering a whole year’s worth 
of gardening advice for only £24 - that’s just £2 per issue 


Gard 


FREE 3 summer 4 
clematis worth £29 “ Bcc ete cece nce renee renee eee ene e cena eter n eet nneeeteens % 


Monty on the secret 


SCARE eating tulips PLUS when you subscribe, you'll become a member 
se Me | ofthe BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine Subscriber Club. 
=k Se Enjoy many benefits including: 


Never miss an inspiring issue of 

BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine. Subscribe 
today by Direct Debit and save 50% off the 
cover price, paying just £24 for 12 issues. 
This great-value subscription offer will 

bring you practical, trustworthy and expert 
advice to help you work wonders over the 
coming months and help to style your 
garden into a visual treat. 


mos Sa Bettenerswortdcom 
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Carol plants 
the perfect F : Gardeners’ 
ie ad > a | e Exclusive subscriber-only offers Wor tdnagxne 


and invitations to events 
e Extradiscounts on plant offers 


@ Quarterly newsletter full of 
gardening offers and events 


@ Delivery direct to your door 


° 4 e Your own subscriber edition with exclusive ; 
greene ya , cover and content in every issue ; 


Just £24 for Extras FREE with this year’s magazine’: 
12 issues U il a e 2-for-l Gardens to Visit Card and Guide - 


/ visit over 300 gardens around the UK 


@ Small Garden Handbook 
@ 2015 BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine 
calendar, and more... 


*These extra items will be available with various issues in 2014 depending on subscription start date. After your first 12 issues, you will then go on to pay £38.40 every 12 issues 
by Direct Debit,saving 20%. This offer is only open to new UK Direct Debit customers subscribing to BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine. The closing date for this offer is April 30th 
2014. You may cancel at any time and receive a full refund on any outstanding issues by contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may also be required. 
Prices are discounted from the full UK subscription price and include P & P. Standard UK subscription price is £48, Europe and Republic of Ireland is £63.60 and Rest of the 
World is £80.40. Calling the 0844 848 9707 order number from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. Please note 
enquiry lines are open 9am-6pm. 


FROM YOUR FRONT DOOR 
TO THE UK’S MOST 
SPECTACULAR FLOWER 
SHOWS AND GARDENS 


RHS CHELSEA 
FLOWER SHOW (May 2014) 


A selection of four-day short breaks include 
a full day at the iconic RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show in combination with visits to Kew, 
The Savill Garden, RHS Garden Wisley and 
other superb gardens of the South East. 


RHS HAMPTON COURT PALACE 
FLOWER SHOW (July 2014) 


A selection of four-day short breaks featuring 
the wonderfully located RHS Hampton Court 
Palace Flower Show along with breathtaking 
gardens such as Hatfield House, The Savill 
Garden and RHS Garden Hyde Hall. 


RHS FLOWER SHOW 
TATTON PARK (July 2014) 


A four-day short break, based in Cheshire, 
including a full day at the RHS Flower Show Tatton 
Park, the ‘Great Garden Carnival’, and visits 
to Arley Hall and Bluebell Cottage Gardens. 


GLORIOUS GARDENS OF 
YORKSHIRE (June/July 2014) 


Experience the horticultural treasures of Yorkshire, 
including Harewood House, Castle Howard, 
Mount St John and RHS Garden Harlow Carr, 
on an outstanding five-day short break based 
in a comfortable hotel in central York. 


GREAT GARDENS OF CORNWALL 


AND RHS GARDEN ROSEMOOR 
(June/July2014) 


The great gardens of the South West are the 
focus of this magical five-day short break — 
the Lost Gardens of Heligan, the Eden Project 
and RHS Garden Rosemoor, along with lesser 
known idylls such as Trebah and Penjerrick. 


NEW RHS GARDEN HOLIDAYS UK BROCHURE OUT NOW! 


PROUDLY OPERATED BY TITAN 


RHS Garden Holidays 


The RHS is delighted to present a selection of enchanting UK short breaks 

in partnership with escorted tours specialist Titan. Stay in hand-picked hotels, 
enjoy fast-track access to the great RHS Flower Shows, visit the best regional 
gardens both public and private, and appreciate door-to-door transfers 
wherever you live in the UK*. Plus — make any holiday booking and receive 
complimentary RHS membership. Request your brochure today! 


Call free on 0800 988 5168 quoting GW1 OER or visit rhsgardenholidays.com HH® 


Images: © RHS / Jerry Harpur, RHS / Lee Beel, RHS / Jason Ingram, RHS / Anna McCarthy, RHS / Justin Tallis, RHS — *Except Scottish islands and Sark. Registered charity no: 222879/SC038262 
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Book reviews 


THE CUT FLOWER PATCH: 
Grow your own cut flowers 
all year round 

by Louise Curley, photography 

by Jason Ingram 

Frances Lincoln, £20 

ISBN 978-0711234758 


Louise Curley has always had 


a passion for cut flowers, but when 
she and her husband bought their 
first home there were other priorities 
— the flowers became a luxury she 
could no longer afford. 

She had also grown increasingly 
uncomfortable about the 
environmental aspect of buying 
flowers that may have travelled half 
way round the world and in all 
probabilty been grown using 
unsustainable and exploitative 
methods. But rather than do 
without her fix of floral colour, 
she decided to start her own cutting 
patch, originally in her back garden 
and now on her allotment. 

There has been much learning 
along the way, but gradually Louise 
discovered the flowers that are easy 
to grow, the longest lasting and most 
productive and now she is sharing 
her knowledge in this immensely 
practical and inspirational book. 

It’s a book that makes the whole 
subject accessible and Jason Ingram’s 
fabulous photographs have a simple 
beauty that make them a perfect 
accompaniment to Louise’s words. 


Having a dedicated 
patch of ground for 
your cut flowers 
means you can pick 
at will without 
feeling guilty. 


Louise likens the flowers she 
grows in her cutting patch to 
cut-and-come-again salads — they 
have all been chosen to provide a 
continuing and prolific harvest 
throughout the growing season. 
They include flowers that you would 
struggle to find in most florists 
because they are too small or too 
delicate to travel well. 

The flower groups are divided 
into three sections: Annuals and 
Biennials; Bulbs, Corms and Tubers; 
Foliage and Fillers. Within each of 
these sections, she recommends 
cultivars and offers clear instructions 
on how to grow them successfully. 

There are planting plans for 
starter patches and for more 
ambitious areas, as well as plenty of 
helpful advice on how to cultivate 
and maintain your cut-flower 


garden and how and when to 
harvest your crops. 

I particularly like the simple 
informality of what Louise does with 
her flowers — you won't find any 
complex ‘tie? bouquets that require 
a mountain of blooms and the kind 
of dexterity that escapes me — 
instead, most of her arrangements 
are small posies grouped together in 
interesting containers, or simple 
bunches of flowers artfully and 
effortlessly combined in a way that is 
right up my street. Louise’s book is 
an excellent guide and a visual treat. 


Stephanie Donaldson is contributing 
gardens editor of Country Living 


book offer 
RRP £20. Reader offer 
price £18 including p&p. 
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THE URBAN GARDENER 


By Matt James, photography by Marianne Majerus 


RHS/Mitchell Beazley, £20 
ISBN 978-1845337964 


There’s a story — which may or may 


not be apocryphal — of a past Royal 
Horticultural Society President who, 
when quizzed on what components 
made for the ideal small garden, 
replied ‘at least an acre of trees. The 
RHS has moved on, as has our 
appreciation of the value of the 
well-designed urban garden. 

Matt James will be recognisable 
to many as the presenter of the 
Channel 4 series The City Gardener. 
He’s also a garden designer and 
lecturer in design, so well placed to 
write on the subject. The book opens 
with an overview of urban gardens 
and their value to the wider 
environment; helping to cool the 
city, encourage biodiversity and, 
presciently, control storm water 
run-off and flooding. How to assess 
what’s already in your garden, and 
tackle common city challenges, such 
as privacy, are introduced — themes 
that are covered in greater detail 
throughout the book. 

The author’s writing style is 
concise and punchy, eschewing long 
form prose in favour of tightly 
edited paragraphs under clear 
headings. This fits well with the 
subject matter and makes the 
book easy to dip in and out of. 


The exceptions to this rule are the 
case studies, featuring real gardens 
designed by some of the leading 
designers of the moment. These 
home in on a specific theme or 
concept and describe how the 
designer has gone about tackling it, 
and whether they’ve been successful. 

The photography — by Marianne 
Majerus — is beautiful and well 
chosen. Eagle-eyed readers will spot 
that a significant proportion of the 
photographs have been gleaned from 
RHS flower show gardens. This isn’t 
surprising, given the emphasis on 
smaller urban and ‘chic’ gardens at 
Chelsea and Hampton Court. There 
are practical projects too, some of 
which (composting, dividing 
perennials) felt extraneous as the 
information is so widely available 
elsewhere. But anyone planning to 
install a focal point at the end of a 
vista will find Matt’s ‘cardboard box’ 
method invaluable. Where the book 
really scores is in pulling together 
and analysing some really great, 
inspirational urban gardens, and 
providing plenty of encouragement 
to those who have only the smallest 
of spaces in which to garden. 


Matthew Wilson is managing 
director and principal designer at 
Clifton Nurseries, London. 


book offer 


RRP £20. Reader offer 


price £18, including p&p. 


ON THE HIGH LINE: 
Exploring New York's Most 
Original Urban Park 

by Annik La Farge and Rick Darke 
Thames and Hudson Ltd, £19.95 
ISBN 978-0500291412 


The High Line has established a firm 
reputation as the most innovative 
new urban landscape feature in the 
world. This visual feast of a book, 
which is small enough to slip into a 
bag, takes a section-by-section look 
at the High Line, talking us through 
significant buildings en route, some 
history of the neighbourhood and, 
of course, the plants and habitats. 

While the plant information is 
only a minority part of the book, it 
will prove very informative to those 
visitors who aren’t accustomed to 
looking at plants. Gardeners may be 
frustrated at a lack of detail, but their 
eyes will also be opened to the High 
Line’s wider urban landscape. 

Having closely followed the 
development of the High Line, from 
planting designer Piet Oudolf’s first 
sketches, I find it amusing that 
certain areas have acquired names, 
such as ‘Chelsea grasslands’ and 
‘Chelsea Thicket; usually kept for 
much larger landscape features. It 
illustrates just how important the 
place has become to New Yorkers, 
once deprived of contact with 
wildness, but who now have an 
intensely bio-diverse sliver of it right 
on their collective doorstep. 


Noél Kingsbury is a writer 
and plantsman. 


book offer 
RRP £19.95. Reader offer 
price £18.50, including p&p. 
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Book reviews 


THE HOUSE GARDENER: 


Ideas and Inspiration for Indoor Gardens 


by Isabelle Palmer, CICO Books, £25 
ISBN 978-1782490982 


Some time during the 1980s, 


houseplants somehow fell out of 
fashion, but this sumptuous new 
book by balcony gardener Isabelle 
Palmer may be just the kick-start 
needed to get us all gardening 
undercover again. She brings a fresh 
eye and a contemporary twist to 
that sad, old Swiss cheese plant 
growing against all odds in the dark 
recesses of the bathroom. 

Most indoor plants are exotics 
that would find it hard to survive 
without our tender care, and since 
conditions in houses are designed 
mostly for its human occupants, 
they are entirely at our mercy. 
Isabelle concentrates mostly on 
plants that seem to manage despite 
us: the succulents and cacti; air 
plants and mosses; and those that 
need extra special care (perhaps 
just a few too many) and are 
imprisoned in gorgeous glass 
terrariums and Wardian cases. 

Projects showing how to grow 
pitcher plants in cocktail glasses; 
herbs in crates; mind-your-own- 
business in boxes; succulents 
in preserving jars; cuttings 
in old light bulbs; and 
mosses in fireplaces, as well 
as how to arrange the usual 


suspects prettily in pots, open up 
a whole new world of indoor 
gardening, some in tiny living 
landscapes or themed garden 
scenarios. To uplift the constant 
greenery, there are sections on 
elegant orchids and colourful 
cutflower arrangements. 

It’s always reassuring when a 
book not only inspires, but offers 
comprehensive practical advice as 
well. Isabelle has filled the final 
section of her book with useful tips 
to help turn her ideas into reality, 
starting with choosing, positioning 
and grouping containers; general 
care, tools of the trade, materials, 
composts and toppings; then 
planting and training, as well as 
drying, pressing and cutting fresh 
flowers. Plants are suggested for 
particular positions, so there’s no 
excuse for a lack of survivors. 

I have always been the kiss of 
death to houseplants, but have 
been inspired by this fabulously 
illustrated tome to try again, and 
try harder. Houseplants are good 
for us: their shapes, colours, and 
fragrance combat stress; they 
absorb pollutants and emit oxygen 
and their beauty lifts the spirits. 
This is just the book to start a fresh 
wave of houseplant mania. 


Francine Raymond is an author 
and gardening columnist 


book offer 


RRP £25. Reader offer 


price £22.50 including p&p. 


THE LAND WHERE 
LEMONS GROW: 

The Story of Italy and its 
Citrus Fruit 

by Helena Attlee 

Particular Books, £20 

ISBN 978-1846144301 


Ihave just spent the weekend on 

the sofa glued to Helena Attlee’s 
triumphant new book, recounting a 
decade-long odyssey that took her in 
search of the growers and producers 
hanging on to the vestiges of a once 
vibrant industry. This sensational 
cast of characters becomes the prism 
through which she tells a far deeper 
history of cultural, economic and 
culinary citrus significance. 

Helena’s travels took her from 
the vertiginous terraces of the Amalfi 
coast to the lemon gardens on the 
shores of Lake Garda. In Sicily she 
wanders through the high-walled 
enclosures of the Concha d’Oro 
where the mafia began as a citrus 
price-fixing racket in the 1860s, she 
explores the groves in view of Mount 
Etna on which an explosion of 
anthocyanin pigments, triggered by 
the differences of day and night 
temperatures, creates the world’s 
best blood oranges. 

My much scribbled-in proof will 
reside next to Anna Pavord’s The 
Naming of Names, which it matches 
in scope and interest. I await the 
illustrated version as a travel guide 
infused with the flavour of citrus. 


Tania Compton is a designer and a 
trustee of the Garden Museum 


book offer 
RRP £20. Reader offer 
price £18, including p&p. 
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Book reviews 


by Joe Swift 
Quadrille Publishing Ltd, £9.99 
ISBN 9781849493673 


andbook 


Joe Swift’s credentials as a 
straight-talking gardening 
expert and also the co-founder 
of a garden design and build 
company leave him well placed 
to coach his readers on how to 
maximise the potential of a 
limited outdoor space and turn 
it into somewhere to relax, play 
and throw parties in style. 

In Joe’s eyes, the common 
theme running through good 
design is confidence but as that’s 
the one thing many people lack 
when they are planning their 
own patch, it’s good to discover 
a book that helps plug the gaps 
in knowledge that might be a 
hindrance to achieving the best 
results. I feel that Joe has covered 
all the bases in just the right 
amount of detail, from weighing 
up the vital framework of a 
garden — its shape, size, levels, 
aspect, boundaries and so 
on - right through to choosing 
and laying hard landscaping 
and planting, and there are 
plenty of examples of good 
practice along the way. 

Where the book scores most 
highly (and other books so often 


JOE'S SMALL GARDEN HANDBOOK 


disappoint) is on its picture 
captioning. Joe doesn’t just tell 

us what we could do, he shows us, 
by giving great examples of good 
design and then pointing out the 
highlights. In many instances, 
especially in the various case 
histories, the photographs are 
annotated, taking us right into the 
heart of some clever design tricks. 

‘Box of Tricks’ is one of the 
most useful chapters, raising all 
the typical challenges, including 
lack of privacy, ugly boundaries 
and lack of storage space and 
suggesting solutions. Essentially, 
this is a repackaged version of Joe’s 
Urban Garden Handbook 
(published 2008, now out of 
print) so the photographs are 
mostly of modern town garden 
styles. Lovers of a more 
naturalistic, country style 
won't find so much to inspire 
them here although the principles 
of design for small gardens 
remain the same. 

The steer is more often 
towards having work done 
professionally rather than 
DIY and many of the projects 
shown are too ambitious for the 
latter anyway. Having said that, 
Joe includes useful sections 
giving manageable shortcuts 
and quick ideas for jazzing 
up a small garden. All in all, 

a good value read. 


Paula McWaters is a gardening 
writer and editor 


book offer 
RRP £9.99. Reader offer 
price £9.50, including p&p. 
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COMPOST 

By Clare Foster 

Mitchell Beazley, £9.99 
ISBN 978-1845338954 

One of Beth Chatto’s top 
20 gardening books, this 
revised manual demystifies 
the art of composting. 


HOME HERBAL 

By Maureen Little 

How to Books, £9.99 

ISBN 978-1845285425 
Practical advice on growing 
and harvesting herbs, with 
recipes for soaps, shampoos 
and basic first-aid remedies. 


THE NEW VEGETABLE AND 
HERB EXPERT 

By Dr DG Hessayon 

Expert Books, £8.99 

ISBN 978-0903505758 

A revised reissue of the easy- 
to-use and much-thumbed 
vegetable-growing bible. 


RHS TALES FROM THE 
TOOL SHED 

By Bill Laws 

Mitchell Beazley, £14.99 
ISBN 978-1845338848 
Every tool has a tale to tell 
and this collection shares 
50 of the most fascinating. 


Most featured books are available to readers at 
special rates. For details of book offers, arranged in 
association with EFC Bookshop, call 01872 562318 
or go to gardensillustrated.com/shop 


Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles listed 
here, and mentioned in the magazine, are available to order via 
gardensillustrated.com/shop. Alternatively, call 01872 562318 

with your credit or debit card details, or send a cheque payable 

to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: Gardens Illustrated Bookshop, 

PO Box 200, Falmouth, Cornwall TR11 4W4J. Free delivery within UK. 
Worldwide delivery available with p&p calculated per order, please 
call 01872 562318 for a quote. Immediate Media Company is the 
data controller under the Data Protection Act 1998. All book orders 
are subject to 28 days’ delivery and available while stocks last. 
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lived Foca Ween lattice: Gee - © = 
dda eteane Joinery (UK) ha —_— Po 


back into Greenhouses” 100° Ee ee 


Manufacturers of High Quality British Hand Made 
Cedar Greenhouses, Garden Buildings and Coldframes. 


Maintains the natural colour of the wood 


and limits the greying process 
SE Eee ee 


> Prolongs wood lifetime 

> Algae and fungal decay protection 

> Transparent 425 Oak finish and 
428 Cedar finish now available 


: osmof 


H Oak Uv- 
, Protection-Oil, 


Sen hall 6h 63 x 8ft 6” Western Red Cedar Greenhouse 
Delivered and installed for £1895 including VAT 


Maintenance free roof now available. 


Celebrating our 20 Year Anniversary 


For more information Call: 01889 562 610 
Visit: www.woodpecker-joinery.co.uk 


+44 (0)1296 481 220 
www.osmouk.com 


Raised beds, planters, 
retaining walls & ponds - 


build it with WoodBlocxX! 


WoodBlocxX are a natural, elegant and simple system 
for designing and creating structures in your garden. 


| The BlocX are manufactured in the Highlands of Scotland from 

| sustainably sourced local timber. Different combinations of BlocX 

_ can be used to make all sorts of garden structures on soil, grass 
or hard surfaces like paving and tarmac. 
The clever part of WoodBlocx is that the blocks are rigidly joined 
together with special dowels and wedges made from recycled 
plastic. Because there is no need for any heavy lifting, drilling, 
screws or nails, BlocX can easily be built by anyone. 


WoodBlocx is perfect for... 


Raised Beds Seats Low Walls 
# Retaining Walls Ponds Terracing 
Kerbing Corner Boxes Planters 


..and anything you can imagine! 


i pi Call us to order: Monday-Friday 9am—5pm... 
;+ Freephone 0800 389 1420 WoodBlocX 


e Fi Components 
Email us on... admin @WoodBlocX.co.uk a 
- ui re 


WoodBlocx, Munro Sawmills, Old Evanton Road, Dingwall, Ross-Shire, Scotland |V15 9UN 


WINNERS 2014. 
International Garden 
Pnotograpner of tne Year 


In association with the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, The National Trust and GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 


GARDEN 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
AWARDS 
2014 


AWildflower Landscapes 
Mateusz Liberra 
Collection of Wild Plants 


“Plant diversity here is staggering... A beautiful 
composition was created by nature and this unique 
place [Skaftafell National Park, Iceland]. | visited 
several times and waited for the right conditions.” 


<| Garden Photographer 
of the Year 

Rosanna Castrini 

My Prairie Garden 


“| like informal, flowing effects and | chose fast- 
growing plants: Ammi majus, Hordeum jubatum, 
and Echinacea purpurea ‘Magnus’. | was inspired 
by the soft flow of energy offered by Hordeum.” 


he intricacy and varied textures of prairie planting caught the eye of garden THIS YEAR’S EXHIBITION APPEARS AT: 
designer Rosanna Castrini in this image (above), chosen as the overall winner in eae lesa SOEN ES eu Cn Metre 

: x ne Lacock Abbey, Wiltshire (5 April — 22 May), 
this year’s International Garden Photographer of the Year (IGPOTY) competition. Royal otanie Garden) ediperenieni eo tuner 
Other category winners shown here include the shot from the winning junior garden Benmore Botanic Garden, Argyll (5-21 August), 
photographer and an insight into the ingenious ways we are finding to green our cities. Sheffield Park, Sussex (1 June — 13 July), 
A bigger selection of winning and shortlisted photographs is on display in an exhibition Te Oxfordstire Hassoun, oodsck (ee): 
touring the country, currently at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew — see right for details. 
* Prints of IGPOTY competition images are available to buy. 
Go to igpoty.com/buyprints for details. There is also a book containing some of Tans re } 
the best images from this year’s entries (£18), see igpoty.com/shop. OF + HE y 


* To find details about all of this year’s winners, the exhibition timetable and the Rican cra censieonas 
shortlisted images go to igpoty.com 


INTERNATIONAL 
{ / 2 
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Bountiful Earth Nigel Burkitt A 
Safely Gathered In 


“Squash are so sculptural and tactile and 

| think look amazing when seen like this. 
Shot directly into the light | thought it might 
make for a dramatic image.” 


Trees, Woods, Forests > 
Krzysztof Browko Tuscany 


“Tuscany is a magical place: everything is 
possible, including mists in the morning 

in the middle of August. Mist illuminated by 
the first rays of sunshine is more than 
enough to create an amazing atmosphere.” 


Breathing Spaces A a8 
Andy Farrer Corfe Castle 
National 


in Summer Mist ieee 


“lam always a sucker for Corfe in the mist. It’s 

hard not to be inspired in such a place with magical 
conditions. It’s easy to let your imagination run away 
with itself surrounded by the history.” 


Vv Wildlife in the Garden 
Martha Cabey Springtime 
Rivalry — First to Blossom 


“Spring is a beautiful time of year and there is 
such excitement in the air as the birds dart around 
boisterously. The activity is wonderful to watch.” 


<| Greening the City 
Tom Gilks Space Invaders 


“I'm not sure if these temporary flowerbeds 
were put down by the Council or some free 
range gardeners but | felt it was an inspired 
addition to an area largely void of vegetation.” 
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Beautiful Gardens 
Jason Liske Native Coast 


“Extraordinary ‘borrowed’ landscape views surround this California 
coastal garden, the landscape in the foreground expressing a subtle 
grounded beauty that celebrates these majestic views.” 


<| Young Garden 
Photographer of the Year 
Barney Gibbons (aged 15) 
Motion Blur 


“Sitting on the swing is my favourite spot in 

my garden, which | wanted to document. | was 
inspired by sports photography, which often 
uses a slow shutter speed and a panning motion 
to show and emphasise movement.” 


GARDEN 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
AWARDS 


downtools 


Letters 


Have your say — we'd like to hear your views, so please write to us at: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, 
9th Floor, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN, or email letters@gardensillustrated.com 


Star letter 


White on track 


What an inspiring article Rory Dusoir and 
Matthew Reese presented in the March magazine 
[issue 207, p62] with the eclectic mix of pictured 
white plants. Just in time for us to frantically buy 
seeds of some of our favourites. One of the 
wonderful aspects of the choices made by 
Matthew and Rory is that the largest percentage 
of these white confections are excellent insect 
attractors. Quite a number of them already 


feature in my garden attracting a wide range of wildlife, which | now record on a weekly basis 


for the British Trust for Ornithology’s Garden BirdWatch scheme. | benefit enormously from 


my weekly recording too, as so much is learned while honing your observation skills. | shall 


certainly enhance my garden with more white flowers this year. 


Elizabeth Faulkener, by email 


APOLOGY 
Half the story 
It was a true pleasure to find the article on the 
gardens of the Prieuré Notre-Dame d’Orsan 
[issue 206, p46] with its interesting text and, 
most particularly, its beautiful photography. 
However, from the very first paragraph we 
are given to understand that Patrice Taravella 
is the sole creator of this magnificent garden. 
The name of Sonia Lesot is not mentioned 
once, despite the fact that they discovered 
the abandoned site together and then spent 
years restoring both the Prieuré and the 
gardens. Sonia Lesot has written several books, 
including the beautifully produced Orsan: Des 
jardins @inspiration monastique médiévale, 
which retraces the whole venture. I find it sad 
that your otherwise interesting article should 
give all the credit to just one of these two very 
talented people, eliminating the other entirely. 
Sally Jacquelin, by email 
ED'S REPLY: The omission of Sonia's role from 
the feature was an unfortunate oversight, for 
which we offer our sincere apologies. 


INSPIRATION 

Window on the world 

GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is a ‘breath of fresh 
air’ when it arrives at my mailbox. 

The quality of the articles, added to the 
fabulous locations, advice and breathtaking 
photography is second to none. I cannot tell 
you how thrilled I am each and every time 
I receive my package through the post. 

I live and work in a very remote area 
of Queensland, Australia, and garden ona 
three-quarter-acre plot, in what I can only 
describe as extreme conditions. 

So, as I open my magazine and its 
contents pour out and are revealed, it just 
inspires me to continue. I know I will never 
replicate the beautiful gardens you offer. 
Iam realistic about my environment; but 
I transfer all that passion, energy and hard 
work of others that I see and read about in 
your magazine, into my humble plot. It isn’t 
simply a ‘magazine’ for me, but a window 
into another world. 

Michael Boulton, Queensland, Australia 


WRITE TO US AND WIN 

The star letter wins a large heavy-duty oilskin carrier 
from Carrier Company (worth £58) perfect for carrying 
clippings, leaves, logs or soil around the garden. It’s also 
waterproof so can be used as a cover too. Find details 
of Carrier Company's range at carriercompany.co.uk 


Strategically planted trees 
should be part of long-term 
measures to tackle flooding 


| Sian Atkinson is 
senior conservation 
adviser at the 

| Woodland Trust, 
which is the UK's 
foremost woodlands 
conservation charity 


The old saying ‘it never rains but 
it pours’ has never been truer 
than over the past winter. 

With extreme weather 
events, including storms and 
droughts as well as flooding, 
projected to increase, we 
urgently need to look for 
solutions for the effects of these 
events. There is increasing 
evidence that trees and woods, 
planted in the right places — on 
floodplains, in water catchments, 
in upland areas and along 
riverbanks — can play a vital 
water-management role. Trees 
in towns and cities can help 
reduce surface water flooding 
by intercepting rainfall and 
slowing the rate at which it 
reaches the ground. 

Natural measures of 
this kind offer a low-cost 
complement to man-made 
structures for flood prevention 
and mitigation. We need to 
protect, enhance and expand 
‘green infrastructure’ in urban 
and rural landscapes. This needs 
policy changes and individual 
action — even in the smallest 
garden, making way for trees, 
shrubs and other vegetation 
instead of hard surfaces could 
make all the difference. 


+ What's your view? Write to us by 
post or email (details above). 
We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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ANNAICK GUITTENY 


Claim your FREE COPY 


of Homes & Antiques magazine 


0843 504 4920' 


WHAT TO EXPECT IN 
YOUR FREE ISSUE: 


HOMES Every issue has four beautiful 
homes plus ‘get the look’ sections 


ANTIQUES Discover the world of 
antiques, from silver to cranberry glass 


FAIRS The best antiques fairs every 
month, plus receive cut-price entry 


Crossword 


ERE ZR 


ACROSS 

1Glossy leaved shrub with small pink 
flowers — produces a clean soil (10) 

7 Tree-fruit blackbird finally 

consumed (4) 

9 Pick an unusual type of mushroom (6) 
10 Production of new shoots, etc 

after dormancy (8) 

11 Henry, 18th-century botanist/ 
herbalist in holly terrace (4) 

12 John, 19th-century philanthropist 
whose legacy was a horticultural 
institute and a well-known compost (5) 
13 See 23 across 

14 As French beans might become 

— tight, right inside (7) 

16 Vegetable also called 26 across, has 
need to be cooked! (7) 

18 Wild garlic, in kilograms, on sale (7) 
20 Spring/summer flowering shrub 
genus is a pear, oddly (7) 

23/13 Coastal legume — in use a 
peach (3,3) 

25 Harmful as eg hemlock is (5) 

26 Taro, by another name — partly 
died down (4) 

28 An unexpected bonus, fruit at base 
of tree? (8) 

29 Purple-flowering perennial in 

path, a liability (6) 


30 Eg Comice or Rocha (4) 
31 Plant bearing white trumpet-flowers at 
this time of year, sadly lay sterile (6,4) 


DOWN 

2 Like gritty, free-draining soil — say 
includes half of land (5) 

3 Milkweed genus as special, possibly (9) 
4 Cutting off branches: failing dismally, 
losing head! (7) 

5 Bulbous plant related to amaryllis — 
gardener in Eden, partly! (6) 

6 Princess who planted Kew’s Physic 
Garden in 1759 — in Georgia, USA? (7) 
7 Wilt — fleshy, stoned fruit, we hear (5) 
8 Face-to-face popular dwarf narcissus 
(4,14) 

15 Give off water vapour like a plant — and 
come about (9) 

17 Rampant weed with jointed stems 
altering earth soil (9) 

19 Container for Hazel's fruit? (3,4) 

21 Term applied to flower with petal 
edges of a different colour to base (7) 
22 Wood-sorrel plant — axil so 
distorted (6) 

24 Tree related to birch — needs a bit of 
bonemeal, derris (5) 

27 Seed furrow's a boring thing! (5) 


BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT VERSION 


You can buy printed 


issues of the 


magazine published 


up to 12 months 


ago: 


April 2013 to 


March 2014 issues 
are available. 


DIGITAL VERSION 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
is available as a digital 


edition — search 


“GARDENS ILLUSTRATED’ 


on the App Store, 
Google Play or 
Zinio.com 


0844 844 0253 


GAR 


wou 


wou 


Re 


GARDENS 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). 
Subscriber discounts available — 
see below for details. 


TO ORDER CALL 


d like to order 


SUBSCRIBERS 

UK - £4.40 per copy 
EU — £5.20 per copy 
st of world — £6 per copy 


d like to order 


SUBSCRIBERS 

UK - £7.50 each 
EU — £8.50 each 
L_| Rest of world — £9.50 each 


+44 1795 414721 


DENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Back Issues, 
PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 


SINGLE ISSUES 


copy/copies of issue(s). 
NON-SUBSCRIBERS 


UK — £5.50 per copy 
LJ EU- £6.50 per copy 
Rest of world — £7.50 per copy 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


slipcase(s) 


NON-SUBSCRIBERS 


UK — £9.50 each 
L_] EU- £10.75 each 
Rest of world — £12 each 


Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


Mastercard L] 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


| enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED for £& 


| would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 


Maestro Bg 


Expiry date | = L] | Issue no. (Maestro only) L] L] 


HIOIWU WOU BU 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


Signature Date / / 
FEBRUARY’S SOLUTIONS YOUR DETAILS 
ACROSS: 8/21 Valentine Day 9 Lupin 10 Cytisus 11 Dogbane 12 Alnus 14 Cor 15 Split 16 Reseeds ; 
17 Pollard 19 Stake 22 Aphis 24 Recycle 26 Astelia 28 Album 29 Crisphead i Ken 
Surname 
POW NEN PRES 2AnS 3 Dissected enclarSAbeG Siac Uilaeiecl ides! Sywercts I eee 
15 Salsa 16 Rosarian 17 Physalis 18 Achillea 20 Aucuba 21 Drench 23 Sward 25 Cyme 27 Tips Address 
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From the makers of Homes & Antiques 


INSTANT STYL 
INSPIRATION 


French decorative, country chic, 


20th-century design or eclectic - VINTAGE 
whatever your style, you will find HOMES 


Sumptuous interiors for instant style inspiration 


inspiration and ideas in this gorgeous 


new oversized special edition. 


Take a look around 25 beautiful 3 
and unique homes, all boasting 


sumptuous interiors and their 


own distinctive styles. 


+ 20th-century style country chic englisheclectic + french decorative vintage crafty 


Get the look 


INSPIRING STYLES GET THE LOOK 
Explore the beautiful abodes Style guides help you recreate the 
that have achieved style perfection same look in your own home 


ORDER TODAY AT 


buysubscriptions.com/vintagehomes 
OR CALL OUR ORDER HOTLINE ON & 0844 844 O0388' AND QUOTE VINHAX14 


*Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost no more than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. Lines open 8am-8pm 
weekdays and 9am-lpm Saturday. *Prices including postage are: £9.99 for UK residents, £12.49 for Europe and £13.49 for rest of world. All orders 
subject to availability. Please allow up to 21 days for delivery. 


Salk iiaart of 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


In association with: 


oritish plant 


nursery'guide 


py as 


Flying the flaq for British Nursevies 
www.britishplantnurseryguide.co.uk 


o 


Wykeham Mature Plants 


Specialist 150 acre nursery in North Yorkshire growing large trees, big 
shrubs and instant hedging for immediate effect, privacy and security. 
Wholesale or retail. 


EMAIL enquiries@wykeham.co.uk 
FACEBOOK / TWIT TER @MaturePlants 
TEL 01723 862406 \\VEB wykehammatureplants.co.uk 


a 
Y 
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Burncoose 
Nurseries 


Burncoose Nurseries stocks over 
3,500 varieties of ornamental trees 
shrubs and other herbaceous 
plants. Specialities include 
camellias, magnolias and rhododendrons, as well as many unusual and rare 
plants. We are a mail-order business established 30 years ago. Burncoose 
have won many gold medals for stands at Chelsea Flower Show. 


ADDRESS Gwennap, Redruth, Cornwall TR16 6BJ 
TEL 01209 860316 \VEB www.burncoose.co.uk 


Mermenie 


Relax in Merriments Garden, the South East's hidden gem. Browse in 
our comprehensive nursery where many of our healthy, happy plants are 
grown on-site or locally and can be viewed flourishing in the garden. 
ADDRESS Hawkhurst Road, Hurst Green, East Sussex TN19 7RA 
TEL 01580 860666 \VWEE www.merriments.co.uk 


Oasis in Hoby 
Plant Centre 


Extensive range of hardy 
perennials, grasses, bamboos 

and shrubs grown on our nursery. 
Specialists in shade-tolerant 
plants. Advice available from our 
knowledgeable plants people. 
ADDRESS Brooksby Road, Hoby, 
Leics LE14 3EA 

TEL01664 434113 

WE6 www.oasisinhoby.co.uk 


aby 


Collyers 
Nurseries 


Stocking quality hardy garden 
plants, shrubs and trees. Offering 
a vast range of plants grown on 
site or sourced from trusted 
growers. Family run since 1938. 
Open 7 days a week. 

ADDRESS 260 Nottingham Road, 
Borrowash, Derby DE72 3FR 
TELO1332 662035 

\VEB www.collyersnurseries.com 


Glendon @aricne 


Britain’s best-known Rhododendron Specialists. Established 1953. 1,000 
varieties of rhododendron & azalea. Mail order and Export (Europe) 
October-April. Order online or 50-page colour catalogue available. 
ADDRESS Glendoick, Perth, Scotland, PH2 7NS 

TEL 01738 860 205 WEB www.glendoick.com 


Marketplace 


Add something new to your garden today by looking through our directory of essential products 


Pay 


Advertisement Feature: 
Celebrate craftsmanship 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


123 


Advertisement Feature: 
Spring gardens 


124-125 


Accessories 


Arts & Crafts 


Buildings 
Education 
Gardens to Visit 


Machinery 


Nurseries CHEEKY MONKEY TREEHOUSES 


Plant Supports 
C heeky Monkey Treehouses Ltd produces —_ number of requirements, from an adventure 
l ” 6 long-lasting bespoke tree houses, log playground, or a teenager’s hangout, to a haven 
cabins, elevated platforms, castles, towers for adults to wile away the afternoon. Our 
Baneitie and bridges for children of all ages. Whether flexible and creative designs coupled with expert 
quiet retreats to relax in nature’s surroundings or craftsmanship means that at Cheeky Monkey 
Plant Supports a great place for children to let their imagination | Treehouses we design your dream tree house to 
run wild as they turn their tree house into Robin _ your personal requirements. The designs can 
Publishers Hood's hideaway or a Caribbean Galleon, tree incorporate bunk beds, platforms, bridges and 
Sdede houses have always been a symbol of imagination _ accessories of any kind. Every construction is 
and possibility with the help of a crow’s nest or engineered to the highest standards of safety, 
Shepherds Huts two! A Cheeky Monkey Treehouse can fulfil any strength and durability. 
Shoes 
TEL 01403 732452 \WEB cheekymonkeytreehouses.co.uk 
Weekends Away 


EMAIL info@cheekymonkeytreehouses.co.uk 


If you would like to 
advertise on these ee Se Na : 
pages please call bak: Sa oy 
Lucy Moakes on , ea AW 
: ST 


0117 933 8072 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Celebrate craftsmanship 


With spring upon us, take the time to freshen up your garden with something beautiful. Choose from 
this selection of bespoke, handmade and quality items that are sure to brighten any outdoor space 


1 ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE 


Spring 2014 Fine Garden Ornament Catalogue 
now available; new products include verdigris 
copper planters, stone dining tables and new design 
seating. Also available, the Period Garden Statuary 
& Architectural Elements Catalogue, featuring the 
best examples from our current antique inventory. 
TEL 01386 584414 ES architectural-heritage.co.uk 


2 TEAK TIGER 


Special Offer - Bristol Hardwood Armchair 
Our solid heavyweight armchair (14kg) is now 
only £99. Or purchase two or more and pay 
just £79 each. Includes FREE fully assembled 
delivery to UK mainland. Offer only available 
while stocks last. 

TEL 0800 068 0333 \WEB teaktiger.com 


3 SITTING SPIRITUALLY 


The Heart Back has been designed to celebrate our 
10th Anniversary this year. It is influenced by The 
Arts & Crafts Movement, so closely linked to good 
garden design. Available across all our ranges & in 
2, 3 or 4 seater. We are the only swing & bench 
makers licensed by the RHS. 

See us at Chelsea Flower Show, Stand MW1 

TEL 01297 443084 \WEB sittingspiritually.co.uk 


4 CRANBORNE STONE 


As one of the UK’s leading specialists in high 
quality cast stone, Cranborne Stone has supplied 
some of the UK's finest gardens. Handmade in 
Dorset by our skilled craftsmen, our beautiful 
range of handmade garden benches, planters, vases, 
fountains and balustrade suit all tastes and styles. 


TEL 01258 472685 \WEB cranbornestone.com 


5 LEANDER PLANT SUPPORTS 


Leander’s finely crafted Giant Rose Baskets are 
extremely sturdy and ideal for larger roses and 
shrubs, including floppy-headed hydrangeas, eg 

H. arborescens ‘Annabelle’. For these and many other 
beautiful and useful designs in rusted iron, all made 
in England, visit our website or phone for a brochure. 
| EL 01773 550495 \\/E 8 leanderplantsupports.co.uk 


6 FIFTY SHADES OF SLATE 


Our beautifully handcrafted slate planters are perfect 
for spring bulbs and area tasteful addition to any 
garden or home. Pendants can be engraved making 
this a unique gift for the gardener in your life. Check 
Website for spring offers! Engraving service available. 
WEB fiftyshadesofslate.com 

EMAIL info@fiftyshadesofslate.com 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Spring gardens 


Make the most of the weekend and spend some time 


visiting these splendid spring gardens 


1 WATERPERRY GARDENS: 
oS ‘2s >”: % ‘ 


Celebrate spring at Waterperry Gardens with Fritillaries. See the 
county flower of Oxfordshire in all its native splendour as it flowers 
throughout April in our wildflower meadow and riverside walk. Don’t 
miss our Fritillary weekend 19 & 20 April. Beautiful gardens, plant 
centre, garden shop, gallery, gift barn and teashop. 

ADDRESS Waterperry, Near Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1JZ 

TEL 01844 339254 \VES waterperrygardens.co.uk 


2 ABBOTSBURY SUBTROPICAL GARPEN 


Winner of the HHA/Christie's 
Garden of the Year Award 
2012. Considered to be one 

of the best gardens in Great 
Britain. Set in 30 glorious 
acres nestling against Dorset’s 
Jurassic coast near Weymouth 
they were described by Alan 


gardens I have ever visited”. 
Open daily from 10am to 5pm, 
last admission 4pm. 

ADDRESS Bullers Way, 
Abbotsbury, Dorset DT3 4LA 
TEL 01305 871387 

WEB abbotsburygardens.co.uk 


3 Reon oor GaRpen & GIFT FAIR 


Don't miss out on this event with numerous specialist nurseries and 
gift stalls, willow weaving and demonstrations by Denius Parson, the 
chainsaw sculptor, and a chance to buy his amazing sculptures. 
ADDRESS Stockcross, Newbury Berkshire RG20 8JX 

TEL 01488 608676 WEB rookwoodgardenfair.co.uk 


4 NEWBY HALL AND GARDENS 


Newby Hall's gardens, created 
in the early 1920s, have evolved 
over the years, making a major 
contribution to 20th century 
gardening. Designed astride 
one of Europe’ longest double 
herbaceous borders, sloping 
gently to the River Ure, they 
provide a haven for both specialist [i 
and amateur gardeners alike. 
Spring Plant Fair —- Sun 11 May. 
See website. 


ADDRESS Ripon, 

North Yorkshire HG54 5AE 
TEL 0845 450 4068 

WEB newbyhall.com 


5 GARDEN SHOW IRELAND 


Northern Ireland’s premier gardening 
event takes place in a new venue in 
2014 atAntrim Castle Gardens. Four 
centuries of garden heritage have been 
beautifully restored and new gardens 
created. The Show is a wonderful 
opportunity to explore the parkland 
as well as delight in the displays of 
plants at the Show, the local crafts and 
food stalls and listen in to expert 
gardening advice. DATES: 9, 10 and 

11 May 2014, 10am—6pm each day. 


ADDRESS Antrim Castle Gardens, 
Co. Antrim BT41 4LH 

WEB gardenshowireland.com 

EMAIL info@gardenshowireland.com 


Marketplace To advertise call Lucy Moakes on 0117 933 8072 


ACCESSORIES BUILDINGS 


Greenhouses designed... 


Manufacturers of: English Handcrafted 
Planters and internal and external Oak, 


HURDLES, CLIMBERS & BASKETS Sapna as et v dovetail 


FOR CATALOGUE 020 8247 3700 
WWW.CHAIRWORKS.INFO greenhouses 
INFO@CHAIRWORKS.INFO 


Other services include a bespoke 
joinery service for all interior 
& exterior design 
For more information 
email info@oxfordplanters.co.uk or A D E N 
call 01608 683022 
Top brand greenhouses at ILLUSTRATED 
factory direct prices 


EDUCATION 


Blythe Park, Cresswell, 


es Ee Swedish Garden Design. 


for FREE brochure pack Study online 
www.greenhousepeople.co.uk : 


WZ the swedish 
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www.swegd.com 
contemporary art and craft § 


ANGELA HARDING 


BLO —- PRINTING KIT 
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. Train to be a professional 
made cutters \ Seems Pere - 
° quality ‘Heritage’ | m \| With inspirational teaching 
paper ~ \\\ from world class designers 


 safewash ink 4 
soft Japanese vinyl in the heart of London 


* newsprint for ‘ye For more details visit: 
proofing 


* burnishing and ink 2 www.icgd .Org .UK ; 


spreading tools. 


‘Introduction to Printmaking’ by 
Angela Harding provides detailed 
instruction and lots of hints and tips 
to help you achieve great results. 


Buy online from twenty-twenty.co.uk DO 


TWENTY TWENTY GALLERY 01952 727952 Se se = 


DEN 
eels BE IGN 
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email lucy. moakes@immediate.co.uk 
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GARDENS TO VISIT 


2014 MAIL ORDER | 


PLANT LIST | 


4 


THEBETH 
CHATTO | 
GARDENS 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY 
Telephone: 01206 822007 
www.bethchatto.co.uk 


PLANT SUPPORTS 


Support where 
it’s needed 


All our supports are handcrafted 

in Tenbury Wells from Solid Steel 1% 
which are affordable and robust. ™ © 5 
The plant Girdle as featured here 

is only £995. 


www.plantsupports.co.uk 
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“he s lg 


Us.com 


www.trgase 


== 
§ CLAIRE | 
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AUSTIN | 
Exclusively Mail Order | 
PERENNIALS 
PEONIES 
IRISES 
over 800 varieties 
www.claireaustin- 
hardyplants.co.uk 
Tel: 01686 670342 


Mow With Us, the name for choice, service and: quailty 


HORT DA FREE ENGINE OIL 
Authorised Dealer and one of & FREE DELIVERY 


a vd s largest for boxed goods 
zeta (UK mainland except Scottish Highlands and islands) 


Call for FREE advice on 01962 892466 


Buy online at www.mowwithus.com 


GARDENS 


TELUST RATED 
Harvington Hellebores® 


20+ colours, single & double flowers 


=) We tekcoNal PHONE NOW 
) 
fonts for a plant list! 


01778 590455 


www.twelvenunns.co.uk 


Marketplace 


www.cleftwood.com 


Hand crafted from English oak in the Home Counties, 
shipped nationwide and abroad. 


07813 760763 


enquiries@cleftwood.com 


PLANT SUPPORTS 


A range of beautiful hand crafted steel plant supports 
and obelisks designed to provide architectural structure 
within the garden whilst also complimenting and 
enhancing the plants features. 


Visit our website or telephone to 
request a brochure: 


www.artisanplantsupports.co.uk 
Email: info@artisanplantsupports.co.uk Tel: 01538 753128 
Woodside Farm, Clamgoose Lane Kingsley Moor, 
Staffordshire ST10 2EG 


To advertise call Lucy Moakes on 0117 933 8072 


AUTHORS 


Please submit synopsis 
plus 3 sample chapters 
for consideration to: 


Olympia Publishers 
60 Cannon St, 
London, EC4N 6NP 


www.olympiapublishers.com 


SEEDS NEEDS 
Free 2014 vegetable seeds 
catalogue. New Runner Bean 
‘Firestorm’ & ‘Wisley Magic’ in 
stock plus many more new varieties. 
Buy online at 
wuww.terwinseeds.co.uk 
Quote SPKUP25524 when 
prompted for 15% discount 
info@terwinseeds.co.uk 
B 01284 828 255 


WILD FLOWERS 


Wild flower seed, plugs & 
Bulbs, Lawn Seed mixes 
Free catalogue 


www.meadowmania.co.uk 
Tel: 01249 819013 


LAWN see 


ChilfernSeeds 
since 1975 
Request your copy of the 2014 edition of 
our unique catalogue “Grow Something 
New From Seed” along with “The 
VegBook” now. Be the first to see over 
300 new items for the new season from 
around the world. Enjoy a cheerful read 
and select from around 4,000 items for 
every horticultural interest, including 
many rare and unusual items. 


www.chilternseeds.co.uk 
01491 824675 | gi@chilternseeds.co.uk 
Crowmarsh Battle Barns 
114 Preston Crowmarsh 
Wallingford OX10 6SL 


THE 


ORGANIC 
GARDENING 


CATALOGUE 


Organic seeds and supplies 


Green Manures, Peat Free Composts, 
Soil Improvers, Mulches, Seaweed Feeds, 
Comfrey Plants, Biological Controls, 
Nematodes, Crop Protection and more. 


01932 253666 


HEPHERDS HUTS 


artisan shepherd's huts 
eenicit 


Let us create your perfect retreat 


01825 791402 ~=www.artisan-shepherdshuts.co.uk 


SHOES 


We offer you 
the complete 


of quality wide 
fitting footwear 
available for women. 
and men in EE, : 
4E, 6E and 8E 

width fittings. 


for your FREE esralopue call 


01933 311 077 or visit | 


www.widerfitshoes.co.uk 


“Excluding Postage 
& Packing. Not valid 
with any other promotion 


For your free brochure, freephone 0800 028 5353 quoting ref 275/1, or go to visitguernsey.com 


Cleaner 


Est. 1980 


PLAIN SURI s 


Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials, 
roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England. 


www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 
Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure 


Cedar Nutsery 


Plants & Outdoor Living 


va ray Cee 


Visit us 7 days a week in Cobham, Surrey 


Cie 


Modular & Bespoke Outdoor Kitchens 


‘s 


3D Landsc 


Come and meet our friendly, knowledgeable team and see our design led 
range of Plants and Pots, Garden Furniture, BBQs and Outdoor Kitchens, 
Wood Fired Ovens, Cedar Hot Tubs, Oak Buildings and 3D Landscape Design. 


Call Click Visit 
01932 862473  landscaping.co.uk Horsley Road, Cobham, KT 1 3UX 


Chelsea Flower Show panel a eae the gardet 
planting trends ¢ Pretty ideas for pots * + Expert’ rt’s oul 


best alliums + Kiftsgate Court Gardens i in the 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
is available as 
a digital edition — 
Z _search ‘GARDENS 
=.| «< ILLUSTRATED’onthe |» 


the writer's plot 


Divine precipitation 


Long-term weather forecasts are rarely accurate, but we'd have duller gardens if they were 


WORDS FRANK RONAN ILLUSTRATION ANGELA HARDING 


y now at least one 
person will have told 
you that there will be 


a record-breaking heat wave 
this summer. The source of 
the prediction will be that 
infallible authority generally 
known as They Say. While 
Cassandra was blessed by 
Apollo with the gift of 
prophecy but cursed that 
no one would trust her, They 
Say is her opposite: almost 
inevitably wrong and 
enthusiastically believed. 
According to They Say the 
last winter should have been 
one of Arctic blizzards. It was 
something to do with there 
being a lot of berries in the 
hedges. Your current chosen 
deity, or Mother Nature if 
you are not into organised 
superstition, would not allow 
the little birds to starve. As it 
turned out the little birds had 
to learn to be amphibious. 
But still we are agog to hear 


what They Say will predict next, even though we know what 


the prediction will be and we know that it will be wrong. 


Is it because we really find our own climate so tiresome? The 
predictions are always of blistering summers and winters, and never 
of what we are most likely to get, which is rain: a good deal of rain 
most years and an awful lot of rain the others. So much rain that we 
are completely unprepared when it stops. We’ve been having 


relatively dry springs for a few years now, and it is amazing 
how a sunny fortnight in April will send the newsreaders 
into hysterical paroxysms about hosepipe bans. 

When I was growing up in Ireland we used to see 
reports of English weather on the news and burn with 
jealousy at snowball fights or scorched grass. We read Enid 
Blyton and couldn't bear it that those children had proper 
summers and winters when we wore more or less the same 
clothes all year. I can’t begin to tell you the pure joy of 1976. 

So now that I live here, and look forward to heat 
waves and blizzards more than the next person, when 


130 


The predictions are never of what 
we are most likely to get, which 1s rain: 
a good deal of rain 


we get the usual wet summer 
it makes me think that I might 
as well be living in West Cork 
or Scotland or somewhere 

the scenery makes up for the 
drip down your neck. Perhaps 
that is why I resent the They 
Say predictions so much. I 
want to believe them, but 

the Cassandra in me is too 
strong. I'd go mad if it wasn’t 
for the garden. 

Because it is no accident 
4 that the most beautiful 
gardens are in these islands. 
All that rain and those dull 
summers and mild winters 
make it so. The fact that we 
don’t get the same weather 
two years running makes it 

: so also. We can grow a huge 
Angela Hardny range of plants and something 
2 will always be enjoying 
whatever weather is on 
offer. And the garden is 
always different from one 
day to the next. 

I’ve been thinking a lot 


about it recently because there is a threat over our heads of 
having to go and live in California. Fingers crossed it might 


Frank Ronan is a 
novelist who lives 
and gardens in 
Worcestershire 


never happen, but it has made me realise how much I love our 
awful climate. Day after day of predictable sunshine is excellent 
when you are on holiday, but would make for a very dull life, 
not to mention a dull garden. 

Not that I wouldn't love to grow all the salvias there are and 


put them in a setting of the most delectable succulents 
known to man. It’s not that I don’t love palm trees with 
all my heart, but it would be a terrible sentence to have 
to watch one grow. There is something very static about 
those sunny gardens: brilliant and beautiful and the 
same day after day. Give me ephemera and changing 
skies. I want to see erythroniums braving the rain in 
April, and appreciate the novelty of a heat wave when 

it comes. It is nice to wake in the morning and notice 
what the weather is and go outside and see what 
flowers there are this moment. 


When.you purchase a Gabriel’ Ash 
greenhouse. Offer ends.30 April 2014 
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the RHS 


Horticultural 
Society 


: Sharing the best in Gardening 
GABRIEL ASH 


FOR OUR FREE 
BROCHURE CALL 


0844 8807909 . 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT MONUMENT 
FARM, FARNDON, CHESTER CH3 6QP. 


Greenhouses Lean To’s | Patio Glasshouses | Coldframes | Shed Combi | Planthouses | Staging 
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From your very first contact dab us you'll realises we are saiftevens We are immensely proud of all our Foie sa know that, 


from the designs on the drawing board, throughout manufacturing to the finishing process, our products stand superior. 


In support of 
For a brochure please call or click 


0800 783 8083 


www.hartley-botanic.co.uk - Quoting ref: Gl 


PRINCE’S 
FOUNDATION 


THE FINEST GLASSHOUSES MONEY CAN BUY 


